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The Future of Pacific Cities: Innovative Solutions for Sustainable Urbanization in the Pacific  

4 July 2018 

Venue: School of Law Lecture Room, USP Statham Campus, Suva, Fiji 

Background 

Building on the momentum from the Framework for Resilient Development in the Pacific and Fiji’s 

championing of the Ocean Pathway at COP23, fresh approaches to urban development are needed in the 

Pacific. Their size, geographic isolation, and dependence on natural resources in a changing climate 

present a multitude of challenges for sustainable development for Pacific cities in small island developing 

States (SIDS). The Pacific has the highest urbanization rate of global SIDS today (at 4.3 per cent per year1), 

with 50 per cent of the population living in coastal settlements.2 Reefs, mangroves and coastal ecosystems 

that provide the first line of defence for island coasts from saltwater inundation and storms are being lost 

to unplanned urban expansion. Half the coral reefs that are already under acute stress from ocean 

warming and acidification are further threatened by unsustainable coastal development.3 Vital urban 

infrastructure and livelihoods are increasingly threatened by climate change, with disaster risks outpacing 

resilience and annual economic losses from disasters expected to cost SIDS almost 4 per cent of their 

GDP.4 Coastal land loss caused by sea-level rise is projected to have widespread adverse consequences 

for Pacific SIDS, especially for atolls.5 It has become a securitized issue, with concerns over whether some 

SIDS will be able to adapt to sea-level rise within their own national boundaries, or whether sea-level rise 

and its consequences could potentially trigger abandonment and "off-island migration" at great economic 

and social costs.6 

Event  

ESCAP will host a meeting to review the challenges and future opportunities for Pacific cities, in order to 

critically assess knowledge and best practices of the means of implementation across a range of urban 

sustainability areas. Stakeholder inputs from the Pacific region will feed into a major report ESCAP is 

producing, titled the Future of Asia and Pacific Cities 2019 Report, which will then inform the 5th Pacific 

Urban Forum (to be held in Q1 2019) and the 7th Asia-Pacific Urban Forum (to be held in Q3 2019). It will 

be a policy advocacy Report intended to support national and local governments and stakeholders in the 

region in long-term thinking and inclusive decision-making to advance resilient and sustainable cities.   

The second half of the meeting will be dedicated to discussing the opportunities for collaboration between 

development and humanitarian activities, and between academics and practitioners. Building a shared 

body of knowledge between academic experts, governments, humanitarian emergency responders, 

                                                           
1 UN Habitat (2015), Urbanization and Climate Change in Small Island Developing States. Nairobi. 
2 World Resources Institute (2011), Reefs at Risk Revisited: Pacific. Washington. 
3 Ibid. 
4 ESCAP (2018), Asia-Pacific Disaster Report 2017: Disaster Resilience for Sustainable Development. Bangkok. 
5 IPCC (2014), Fifth Assessment Report: Working Group II: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability. Geneva. 
6 Ibid. 
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recovery personnel, and development actors is vital to enhancing the effectiveness of all phases of 

humanitarian and development aid. 

Sessions 
8:30 – 9:00 Registration  

9:00 – 9:05 Welcome remarks: ESCAP  

9:05 – 9:45 Presentation ‘Future of Asia and Pacific Cities Report 2019’: Mr. Omar Siddique, 
Economic Affairs Officer, Sustainable Urban Development Section, UNESCAP Bangkok 
 
Country presentations 
Moderator: Ms. Anna Naupa, Economic Affairs Officer, UNESCAP Subregional Office 
for the Pacific 
1. City governance and capacities for resilient cities, Hon. Renata Netaf, Deputy 

Mayor, Luganville, Vanuatu  
2. Leveraging urban finance, Mrs. Kemo Pepena-Guise, Manager, Strategic Planning 

Section, Port Moresby NCDC, Papua New Guinea 
3. Stronger urban data and technologies for smart cities, Ms. Mere Naulumatua, 

Urban Planner, Asian Development Bank Future Cities Programme 
4. Integrated urban and territorial planning, Ms. Toleafoa Fetoloa’i Yandall-Alama, 

Assistant Chief Executive Officer, Planning and Urban Management Agency, 
Samoa 

9:45 – 10:45 Group discussions: Solutions for means of implementation  

• Group 1: Cities governance and capacities – Facilitator: Hon. Netaf 

• Group 2: Urban finance – Facilitator: Mrs. Pepena-Guise  

• Group 3: Urban data and technologies – Facilitator: Ms. Naulumatua  

• Group 4: Integrated planning – Facilitator: Ms. Yandall-Alama 
 
Participants are free to join any thematic group of their choice. Each group facilitator 
nominates a representative to report back to plenary and chairs the discussion to 
guide the group in answering the two questions listed below. An ESCAP staff 
member will be assigned to support each group, including recording group inputs on 
the flip charts provided.  
 
a) What are current good practices, emerging examples, and new opportunities for 

cities in the Pacific region which address current and future challenges in (city 
governance and capacity development for resilient cities OR urban financing OR 
smart urban data and technologies OR urban and territorial planning) in Pacific 
cities? 

b) How can innovative solutions be scaled up for cities to drive the achievement of 
the SDGs by 2030 - recognizing different challenges within cities, across 
countries, and across subregions in the Pacific? 

10:45 – 11:00 Coffee break 
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11:00 – 11:20 Plenary group discussion 

• Report back summary of group discussions  

• Reactions, Q&A, and feedback on FoAPC narrative and chapter content  

11:20 – 11:30  Closing  

• Next steps – Omar Siddique, ESCAP 

• Transition to Academic-Practitioner Collaboration for Urban Shelter in the South 
Pacific (APCUS-SP) 

11:30 – 12:30 Lunch break 

12:30 – 13:00  Introduction to APCUS-SP: Jennifer Day 

• Objectives and outcomes, funding and ethics (5 min) 

• Presentation: Storytelling to find opportunities (20 min) 

• The Open Space approach (5 min) 

13:00 – 14:30  Lessons and Critical Gaps from Past Disasters  

• Group feedback on Open Space content areas (10 min) 

• Storytelling with the Open Space approach (60 min) 
We will start by the afternoon sharing one of our stories.  After that, we will invite 
participants to spend a short time thinking about their own stories.  Then, they will 
circulate across four topics according to their preferences. Participants should feel 
free to engage in storytelling about each topic: 
1) Before an emergency. Preparedness, contingency, and resilience 
2) After an emergency. Relief and recovery, and transition 
3) Urban. Humanitarian action in urban settings 
4) Culture. The culture of your organization or industry, and its problems/incentives 
for collaboration in humanitarian response. 

• What’s next? (20 min)  

14:30 – 14:45  Coffee break 

14:45 – 16:15 APCUS-SP Mission and Goals discussion 

16:15 – 16:30 Closing 

 


