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Figure 1 that did, they did so by imposing
COVID-19 i and mitigatit in Asia and the fines, public humiliation and
Pacific imprisonment. For instance,

Singapore would penalize those who
flout social distancing regulations
with a fine of up to $510,000 or six
menths imprisonment,

In comparison, only a quarter of the
countries have started mass testing and
contact tracing, which have been
identified as effective measures to
contain COVID-19.%

B. MACROECONOMIC STIMULUS
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that have announced stimulus packages
in the region, the majority are:

o Prioritizing support to the heolth
responders to fight COVID-19 [40).}
The ones that have not announced
doing so do not yet have too many

By Zhengian Huang and Sweta C. Saxena

* Early in 2020, the Republic of Korea experienced ane
of the world's largest initial outbreaks of COVID-19
outside China. However, the country hes been able to
conLain and reduce the spread of the virus, at least so
far, without impasing a natiorwide lockdown. Mass
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It was early May this year, | got an email saying that a Policy Brief was published by the
ESCAP Division responsible for Macroeconomic analysis. They had put together a neat
database showing how countries in the region were responding to the pandemic. However,
they didn’t know how to make this data available online.
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Target 2030

1 No poverty

2 Zero hunger

3 Good health and well-being

4 Quality education

5 Gender equality

6 Clean water and sanitation

7 Affordable and clean energy

Decent work and economic growth

9 Industry, innovation and infrastructure
10 Reduced inequalities

11 Sustainable cities and communities

12 il ion and

13 Climate action
14 Life below water

15 Life on land

16 Peace, justice and strong institutions

17 Partnership for the goals

Since my team had recently launched the redesigned data
portal on the SDGs, the Asia-Pacific SDG Gateway, and had
improved our skills to create data visualizations for the web,
| told them: alright, let’s work together and build something.
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Menu Home PolicyBriefs Visualization Expert Opinions Webinars Videos

Select a country or territory te view more information and a link to a summary of policy responses.

Summary Bead the related Policy Brief

Containment

Fiscal policies

Cash transfers.

Reduced work time (subsidize.. [ N NN
Paid leave, paid sick lcave | IIIEEDIIN ¢

Summary

Containment

Fiscal policies

Monetary policies

SMEs

Overview: number of countries or territories in Asia-Pacific implementing social
protection measures, by type of measure

) Filter by country grouping
Measures to contain COVID-19 [asiapacine .

Contact tracing
S— ]

Declared state of emerge.
Declared lockdown
Declared curfew

Border closure

Part screening

‘
||

10 15 20 25 30

Number of countries or territories

Select type of measure

~ | [cashtransfers -]

Condition:
Availabilit
registerec
period fro
The childr

Measures to support small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)

Fiscal Deferral of tax payment

[ ]
Social security contribution w.. [ I 2
Monetary policies () . ~ .. . Utility and financial obligation . [l 1
® ® ® pensions [l 1
SMEs PY ' PY ® others [ 2
o L] 0
> [ ]
Trade measures ® e o
° NI Y .
o (] . . .
- ® - ° Social protection measures in detail
Transport
e ® . Select country or territory
o ®e® o ® [rmenia
i i ®
Social protection Type of
measure  Status _Eligible groups
Statisti Citizens who lost
EUEIES [} Cash Adhoc  their job between
transfers March 13-30, 2020.
Asia-Pacific subregions Family vt child
I Eastand North-East Asia W Pacific W South-East Asiz amd‘ ;‘;"8 ah( !
aged 0-18, where
North and Central Asia B south and South-West Asia o N

Note: The database will be updated regularly. If there are any errors, they will be corrected in successive version

Source: ESCAP based on information availzble up to 15 June 2020 from IMF Policy Responses to COVID-13, 1L COVID-18 Country Policy Responses,
OECD Country Policy Tracker, UNESCO COVIB-13 Impact on Education, Oxford COVID-18 Government Response Tracker, Bank for International
Settlements, and various nations| sources and news.

Disclaimer: employed p ion of material on this map 4o et imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, City Or area o of its authorities, or concerning the
delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

H+ableau S T S

The first dashboard was published with containment measures and macroeconomic policies. The
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colleagues from across ESCAP approached me with the data on their own subject-matters and asked if it

would be possible to integrate them into the Tracker. Now we have a collection of national policy

responses from across Asia-Pacific, all in one place. It is one of the most visited pages in the ESCAP
website. This was a rewarding experience for me because the Tracker was put together within days and

tapped into the expertise of several specialists across the organization.
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Start small and
expand gradually

First, we started small and
gradually added more content.
We didn’t wait to have all charts
ready before we launched the
tracker

Lessons Learned

Build bridges across
domains and teams

Second, the multidisciplinary work has
built bridges and opened doors for
collaboration with other teams at
ESCAP. We even started an interest
group on data and visualization

Develop capacity to
react to new scenarios

Third, once you build the first data
portal, as we did with the SDG
Gateway, it becomes easier to
create new ones for specific
purposes. Data and visualization
skills allow you to quickly respond
to new scenarios
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