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CONCEPT NOTE 

Event: Expert Group Meeting on: 

“Environmental Change Through Participation” 

Location: United Nations Conference Centre (Bangkok, Thailand) – Meeting Room B 

Date/Time: Friday, 28 February 2020 

9:30 – 16:00  

Hosts: United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

(ESCAP) 

Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) 

Regional Community Forestry Training Center for Asia and the Pacific 

(RECOFTC) 

 

BACKGROUND 

In 2018, ESCAP and SIDA developed the joint project “The value of empowerment and 

participation on implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.”  The overall goal 

of the project is to improve the understanding and access to knowledge of target stakeholders on 

the impacts and value of empowerment, including public participation, for strengthening 

implementation of SDGs in Asia and the Pacific, particularly on the environment-related 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG 2, 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16).  

As part of the first stage of the project, a call for case studies was launched to collect 

experiences and insights into the impacts of empowerment and participation on the implementation 

of the SDGs in Asia and the Pacific, including problem identification, decision-making, 

implementing solutions and programs, and/or monitoring and reviewing outcomes.   

Subsequently, SIDA and ESCAP hosted the Second Regional Workshop “Empowering 

People for a Sustainable Future” on 25-26 March 2019, providing evidence on the impact and 

value of participation, highlighting the role of empowerment and a human rights based approach 

on public participation to accelerate the implementation of environment-related SDGs and 

strengthening the regional dialogue as a basis for regional cooperation on public participation. 

 

OBJECTIVE 

As part of the key activities related to the project, and building on the previous work done, the 

main objective of this meeting is to develop a regional network of experts and civil society 

advocates that promote empowerment and foster public participation in Asia and the Pacific to 

support achievement of the SDGs.  
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The meeting will provide an opportunity to present the results of the assessment report 

prepared with an analysis of the case studies submitted, to discuss environmental practices in the 

region and to develop practical recommendations for the enhancement of environmental 

participation of all stakeholders. Furthermore, this event will create an interactive dialogue on the 

establishment and modality of a network of experts, identifying mechanisms for participation, 

membership and scope. 

 

PROGRAM 

The expert meeting will take place on 28 February 2020 in Bangkok, Thailand. With the attendance 

of approximately 15-20 participants, the program will consist of three main elements: 

a) The presentation of the assessment report, 

b) Discussion on selected challenges for engagement and participation, and 

c) Consultation on the establishment of a regional network of experts 

The first session will provide the opportunity to discuss an assessment report, 

encompassing a comparative review of case studies. This report, developed by RECOFT, will be 

presented during the initial session of the meeting. 

Thereafter, participants will have an opportunity to participate actively in the discussion 

on selected challenges relates to engagement and participation. This discussion will facilitate the 

exchange of experiences and lessons learned in their individual practices. Other experts will also 

present discoveries and approaches to active participation of stakeholders in environmental affairs. 

Finally, an interactive session will allow participants to share perspectives on the 

establishment of a regional network of experts on environmental engagement. In the form of an 

open consultation, participants will make recommendations on the scope of such a network, the 

ideal mechanisms for participation, its governance and operations, identifying potential 

membership, standards and communication channels. 

SPEAKERS/MODERATORS 

- Hosts 

- Experts participating in the discussions 

TARGET AUDIENCE/PARTICIPANTS 

- Participant organizations that contributed with case studies 

- Experts in environmental participation and stakeholder engagement 


