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Distinguished Government Officials of Mongolia, Dear Mr. Dulguun Damdin-Od, Director of 
Operations of International Think-Tank for LLDCs,   
 
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, Policymakers, Experts of Mongolia and beyond,  
 
I welcome you at the national consultation under the development account project on Addressing 
the Transboundary Dimensions of the 2030 Agenda through Regional Economic Cooperation and 
Integration in Asia and the Pacific (RECI).  
 

 ESCAP’s DA RECI Agenda is to bring countries together through a multi-dimensional and 
multidisciplinary approach;  

 A central pillar of RECI includes integrated markets for goods and services, information 
and capital, infrastructure connectivity, sustainable/compromising transport, energy and 
ICT connectivity.  

 
This four-year project aims at strengthening national capacity of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and 
Mongolia to develop sustainable and inclusive policies for trans-boundary infrastructure 
connectivity.  
 

 Following the project inception meeting in October last year held in Almaty, ESCAP has 
done subregional and national assessments as well as developed guidelines. These 
guidelines focus on integrating transport, ICT and energy infrastructure synergies 
through co-deployment, social inclusion, disaster resilience and viable financing for 
existing and future infrastructure projects to help target countries to achieve Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

 
 Against this background, the objective of this consultation in Mongolia is to consider the 

net benefits that emanate from the co-deployment of fibre-optic cable along the transport 
and energy networks, their increased resilience to disasters, infrastructure financing and 
related social issues.  

 
 Similar to this national consultations on RECI in October in Almaty at national level had 

the following outcomes: 
 

- Both Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan participants recommended ESCAP to continue close 
interactions within RECI, and agreed to provide support to the scoping of the next 
national consultations in 2020.  

- Kyrgyzstan participants recommended the creation of an inter-ministerial 
coordinating/working group at senior expert level. The group can be formed at expert 
level first then could be escalated higher. 

- Kazakhstan participants recommended (i) the creation of an inter-ministerial working 
group at senior expert level, and (ii) explore a few pilot corridors for feasibility 
studies on co-deployment and integrating disaster risk assessment, social inclusion, 
and financing aspects in a holistic way.  

- In this regard, participants recommended ESCAP to implement pilot activity and apply 
proposed disaster risk assessment methodology and appropriate social inclusion for 



road and railway infrastructure on corridors linking Kazakhstan with China, 
Kyrgyzstan, Russia and Mongolia.  

 
The way the country design, build and upgrade ICT, transport and energy networks will help 
determine whether the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,  and SDGs can be achieved in 
Asia and the Pacific.   Reliable, integrated infrastructure networks are to drive the trade, 
investment and growth to lift people out of poverty. But our challenge is to make them accessible, 
safe and sustainable - as we chart a more inclusive, greener course for our region. 
 
It needs to mention, that for all its achievements to date, LLDCs along with Mongolia need to 
accelerate progress if it is to achieve all Sustainable Development Goals.  
 
Mongolia is working towards establishing the institutional framework for ensuring policy 
planning and regulatory mechanisms. There is a strong political commitment towards achieving 
the SDGs. The Sub-Committee on Sustainable Development Goals under the Standing Committee 
on Social Policy, Education, Culture and Science of the State Great Khural was established in 2017 
with the mandate to monitor the implementation of the MSDV-2030 and SDGs. 
 
Mongolia is the first country that was proactive in using systems thinking approach in strategic 
planning and in adapting the SDGs into national strategies and in defining the national accounting 
system. In developing SOM  (2018) and analysing the example of air-pollution within VNR (2019), 
Mongolian policymakers and experts looked for tools that can be easily applied to complex multi-
sectoral challenges. The analysis presents drivers/contributors of air pollution on the one hand, 
and identifies its immediate and secondary consequences on the other – both of which cut across 
different sectors and several SDGs. It documents steps currently being taken, and recognizes that 
actions in silos will always be insufficient.   
 
Our research shows how several countries have worked towards this objective for over a decade. 
These initiatives have mainly been at the national level. But increasingly transboundary 
infrastructure projects are also being pursued and we will highlight examples and case studies in 
our workshop today and tomorrow. 
 
Establishing the next generation of sustainable ICT, transport and energy infrastructure requires 
expanded finance and more innovation in financing. Innovative financing mechanisms, such as 
green bonds and public-private partnerships can play a role.  Sadly, disasters are increasingly 
disrupting hard-won socio-economic gains. Asia Pacific Disaster Report 2019 analysis shows that 
by adding slow-onset disasters to the existing risks of earthquakes, tsunamis, floods, tropical 
cyclones and storm surge, annualized economic loses more than quadruple to USD $675 billion; 
or 2.4 per cent of the region’s GDP. Disasters are five times more likely to affect a person in Asia-
Pacific than a person living elsewhere. 
 
ESCAP is stands ready to provide capacity building and technical assistance to members states to 
address the challenges related to resilient infrastructure development, structural transformation, 
financing for development and disaster risk reduction. 
 
I wish you rich exchanges and fruitful discussions, 
 
Thank you. 


