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Objective 

 

The Expert Group Meeting (EGM) will bring together statistical leaders and development experts from 

government and non-government agencies to reflect on the implications of the emerging post-2015 

development agenda on regional collaboration on statistics in Asia and the Pacific, taking into account the 

diverse statistical capabilities and economic, social, environmental and cultural contexts in the region. 

The EGM is expected to make recommendations for submission to the ESCAP Committee on Statistics 

for consideration at its fourth session, to be held during 25 to 27 March 2015, on the following: 

 

1. Strategic priorities for national actions to improve data and statistics; 

2. Strategic priorities for regional support of national priorities; and 

3. Realising the data revolution in support of national and regional priorities.  

 

Key issues and questions that will inform the EGM’s deliberations are presented below.   

 

Key issues  

 

1. Strategic priorities for national actions to improve data and statistics 

 

The post-2015 development agenda presents a number of challenges and opportunities for national 

statistics development. The high level of ambition reflected in the proposals of the Open Working Group 

on Sustainable Development Goals (OWG) increases the demand for economic, social and environmental 

data and statistics. Meanwhile, many countries in Asia and the Pacific are struggling to produce the basic 

timely and reliable statistics needed to support national development, including monitoring of the 

comparatively less ambitious Millennium Development Goals. This situation is reflected in the 2020 

goals of the Committee on Statistics, which emphasizes the development of national capacities to produce 

a basic range of statistics in key domains and modernize statistical information systems to strengthen 

quality and effectiveness in statistics production and dissemination. 

 

Discussions about the SDGs have highlighted the importance of data and statistics and consequently 

created opportunities for statistics development. For the first time, statistics is explicitly recognised as a 



development target, with the OWG proposing that goal 17: Strengthen the means of implementation and 

revitalize the global partnership for development, includes: 

 

• [target 17.18] by 2020, enhance capacity building support to developing countries, including for 

LDCs and SIDS, to increase significantly the availability of high-quality, timely and reliable data 

disaggregated by income, gender, age, race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability, geographic 

location and other characteristics relevant in national contexts 

• [target 17.19] by 2030, build on existing initiatives to develop measurements of progress on 

sustainable development that complement GDP, and support statistical capacity building in 

developing countries 

 

The importance of a robust accountability and monitoring framework to hold key actors at the national, 

regional and global levels accountable for progress has been a prominent feature of dialogue on the post-

2015 development agenda. Monitoring the implementation of the agenda requires close engagement 

across a wide range of producers of statistics including the national statistical office, statistical 

departments of various line ministries and other government or non-government agencies producing 

statistics on economic, social and environmental development.  

 

The EGM may explore the following questions: 

• To what extent are countries able to produce the data required by the SDGs? 

• Which data gaps are most important or urgent, and how can countries effectively close priority 

data gaps? 

• How can countries improve the coordination between the various producers of statistics? 

• What actions can be taken to improve access to key data and statistics by users?  How can 

countries improve the use of existing data and statistics for evidence-based decision-making and 

better development results? 

• What mechanisms will most effectively support national monitoring of the SDGs? 

 

2. Strategic priorities for regional support in support of national priorities  

 

The Committee on Statistics is the highest-level forum for leaders of national statistical systems in Asia 

and the Pacific to discuss matters of strategic importance and promote regional cooperation on statistics 

development. Recognizing the need to strengthen the institutions of national statistical systems in the 

region, the Committee on Statistics at its second session in 2010 agreed on two overarching strategic 

goals: a) ensuring that all countries in the region, by 2020, have the capability to provide an agreed basic 

range of population, economic, social and environment statistics; and b) creating a more adaptive and 

cost-effective information management environment for national statistical offices through stronger 

collaboration.  

 

In support of these goals, the Committee has formed a number of steering and technical advisory groups 

to provide recommendations on the formulation and implementation of capacity building strategies in 

sectors such as: economic statistics; population and social statistics; civil registration and vital statistics; 

agricultural and rural statistics; statistical training; and modernization of national statistical production 

and services.  



 

The Asia-Pacific Regional Consultation on Accountability for the Post-2015 Development Agenda held 

at the seventieth session of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific concluded that 

the regional commissions should develop regional monitoring and accountability mechanisms that 

support national and global frameworks, and provide a platform for a collective review of progress and 

sharing of experiences and best practices. To ensure consistency and coherence this platform must be 

integrated into existing sustainable development forums such as the Asia Pacific Forum on Sustainable 

Development.  The Regional Consultation recommended that the Committee on Statistics be strengthened 

to further enable national, subregional, regional and international partners to work together to bridge data 

gaps related to the SDGs. 

  

The EGM may explore the following questions: 

• Do the Committee’s overarching goals and implementation strategy need to adapt in light of the 

SDGs and countries’ shifting priorities? 

• Should there be any revisions to the agreed core sets on economic and social and population 

statistics in light of the emerging goals and targets of the post-2015 development agenda? 

• How can the Committee on Statistics be further strengthened to bring national, subregional, 

regional and international partners together to support countries in bridging data gaps?   

• Bearing in mind the efforts to establish a global monitoring and accountability framework, what 

should be the role and focus of the regional efforts? 

• How can the ESCAP secretariat; UN agencies; subregional organizations; and international 

partners and donors work most effectively to support countries of the region? 

• How can regional efforts best support national implementation, including statistics development 

and progress monitoring?  

 

3.  Realising the data revolution in support of national and regional priorities  

  

The call for a “data revolution” captures the breadth and the depth of transformation required to meet the 

demand for data and statistics resulting from the post-2015 development agenda. Behind the call is a 

recognition of the urgent need to improve access to detailed and disaggregated data by governments, the 

business sector, the civil society and the research community and thereby promote shared accountability 

for progress and make sure that ‘nobody is left behind’. Existing data sources and new data sources, such 

as big data, can be used more effectively to support development. New technology and new and 

alternative data sources offer an opportunity for the statistical community to produce and disseminate 

statistics more effectively and efficiently. However, they also pose challenges related to quality, 

confidentiality and privacy, skills and resource requirements. 

 

The following questions can be explored: 

• What transformative changes, if any, are required in the existing roles, functions and practices of 

national statistical systems in view of the data revolution? In the relationships between national 

statistical systems and government policy-makers and the private sector?  

• How can these groups work most effectively together to realise the data revolution?     

• How can the data revolution support implementation of the post-2015 development agenda and 

improve monitoring and accountability?  



• What are the challenges of further realising the data revolution and what can be done to overcome 

them?  

 

Format and outcome 

 

The EGM will be held over a two-day period (9-10 December, 2014) and will comprise presentations and 

roundtable discussions. 

 

A detailed agenda, programme and background documents will be circulated in due course.  

The conclusions and recommendations of the EGM will be provided to the Bureau of the Committee on 

Statistics for its consideration in finalizing the agenda for the fourth session of the Committee; to the 

Committee’s steering and advisory groups for their consideration and reflection in preparing for the 

session; and as a background document to the Committee for deliberation during the session. 

 

Participation 

 

Participants will include contributors to the ongoing dialogue on the post-2015 development agenda; 

statisticians from national statistical systems, international organisations, the Committee on Statistics and 

its various working group; and key users of statistics including those from the private sector and civil 

society.  

 


