
 
 

 

United Nations ESCAP Regional Consultation 

Enabling policies for business innovation for inclusive and sustainable development 

 

Informal preparatory meeting for the Third Session of the United Nations ESCAP Committee 

on ICT, Science, Technology and Innovation 

 

Virtual Conference 

22 July 2020, 11:00 to 12:30 (Bangkok time) 

 

Background 

 

The United Nations ESCAP Committee on ICT, Science, Technology and Innovation is 

designed to act as the Asia-Pacific region’s pre-eminent intergovernmental platform on policy 

in these areas. The Third Session of the Committee will be held virtually on 19 to 20 August 

2020.  

The Session will address key challenges and opportunities for Asia-Pacific economies related 

to inclusive technology and innovation for the decade of action for the Sustainable 

Development Goals, which will include a session on policies to enable business innovation for 

inclusive and sustainable development. This session will cover policy agendas on social 

enterprise, inclusive business and impact investing. 

At this session, Governments are invited to share experiences and lessons learned, identify 

policy priorities and propose areas for regional cooperation on these agendas. 

As a preparatory meeting for the Committee Session, a regional consultation will take place on 

22 July 2020. The consultations will be carried out by United Nations ESCAP together with 

the British Council, ESCAP’s partner in the development of social enterprise and impact 

investment policies in Asia and the Pacific. 

 

Dialogue 

 

Business has been a source of innovation and economic dynamism in the Asia-Pacific region. 

However, to meet the ambitions of the Sustainable Development Goals, innovative government 

policies that incentivize business to focus on creating social and environmental, as well as 

economic value, are urgently required. In response to this challenge, governments have been 

implementing policy measures to catalyze social enterprise, inclusive business and impact 

investing. 

 

At the Committee Session, ESCAP will present emerging policy options to promote business 

innovation for inclusive and sustainable development, and a set of basic and practical guiding 

principles for member States that are considering the development of strategies on this topic.  

 

 

 



Objectives 

 

The regional consultation is intended as an informal platform for dialogue prior to the 

Committee Session. The consultation will be an opportunity to: 

 

• Share national experiences – including effective practices and lessons learned – in 

promoting business innovation for inclusive and sustainable development focused on social 

enterprise, inclusive business and impact investing; 

• Outline support required from United Nations ESCAP to move this agenda forward at a 

national level, including suggestions for expanding the proposed principles; 

• Co-create ideas and put forward recommendations to United Nations ESCAP to advance 

this agenda regionally. 

 

Participation 

 

The regional consultation will bring together selected government officials who have been 

championing and leading on this agenda. 

 

Countries are invited to provide a brief presentation highlighting national initiatives to promote 

social enterprises, impact investment or inclusive business as well as present requests for future 

support by United Nations ESCAP.  

 

Provisional Agenda  

 

11:00   Opening by United Nations ESCAP 

11:10   Country sharing 

11:40   Groups discussions 

12:15   Takeaways and wrap up  

12:30  Closing 

 

 


