
 

 
 

 

 

ESCAP- ARTNeT Capacity Building Workshop on 

“Evidence-Based Trade Policy Making for Sustainable Development” 

  

27-30 November 2018, Bangkok, Thailand 

DRAFT PROGRAMME 

This workshop will comprise of two parts – one focusing on policy issues targeting senior to mid-

level policymakers (first two days), and one on technical issues and analytical tools, targeting 

researchers and analysts (last two days). The policy part of the workshop will discuss emerging 

issues in trade and investment in the region, in particular the rise of non-tariff measures, and issues 

related to trade agreement negotiations and maximizing trade potential in the context of LDC 

graduation and the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda. The technical sessions of the 

workshop will include training on how to use R, an open-source statistical software, to manage and 

analyze data in support of trade policy making, including through gravity modelling.  

 

Tuesday, 27 November 2018 –  

Evidence-based trade policy and negotiations in the context of LDC graduation  

 

08:30 – 09:00  Registration 

 

09:00 – 09:15  Welcoming remarks 

• ARTNeT/ ESCAP 

• Group photo 

09:15 – 09:30  Overview 

 

09:30 – 10:30  Session 1 – LDC graduation: implications for trade  

(Ms. Mia Mikic, ESCAP) 

 

10:30 – 10:45  Break 

 

10:45 – 12:00  Session 2 – Negotiating high-quality trade agreements  

(Mr. Henry Gao, Singapore Management University) 

 

12:00 – 13:00  Lunch break 

 

13:00 – 15:00  Session 3 – Assessing and reaching trade potential: ITC Export Potential Map 

    (Ms. Julia Spies, ITC) 

  

15:00 – 15:15  Break 

 

15:15 – 16:30  Session 4 – Introduction to ESCAP Trade Intelligence and Negotiation Advisor 

(TINA) – ESCAP 
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Wednesday, 28 November 2018 –  

Reducing trade costs for sustainable development 

 

 

09:00 – 10:30   Session 1 – The rise of NTMs in the region and implications for trade  

(Mr. Samuel Rosenow, UNCTAD) 

 

10:30 – 10:45  Break 

 

10:45 – 11:15  Session 2 – Understanding and evaluating the effect of NTMs on SDGs  

(Mr. Alexey Kravchenko, ESCAP)  

 

11:15 – 12:00  Session 3 – Case studies on NTMs in the region 

 

12:00 – 13:00  Lunch break 

 

13:00 – 14:15  Session 3 – Case studies on NTMs in the region (continued) 

 

14:15 – 15:00  Session 4 – Reducing trade costs of NTMs through trade facilitation  

(Mr. Yann Duval, ESCAP) 

  

15:00 – 15:15  Break 

 

15:15 – 16:15  Private sector perspective on NTMs  

(Ms. Ursula Hermelink, ITC - via Skype) 

 

16:15 – 16:45  Way Forward 
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Thursday, 29 November 2018 – Working with NTM and trade data using R 

 

R is a language and environment for statistical computing and graphics. R is not only a powerful 

and flexible environment in which to implement statistical techniques; it is also a free software, 

which runs on a wide variety of platforms and similar systems, such as UNIX, Windows and MacOS. 

Participants will be introduced to R and learn how to use it to analyse trade and NTM data, 

summarize information, build indicators and estimate gravity models.   

 

09:00 – 09:15 General overview 

This session will provide a general overview of R programming language, as 

well as its benefits and limitations.  

09:15 – 10:15 Session 1 – Introduction to R 

This session will give a hands-on introduction to R, by the end of which 

participants will be able to  

a. Import data 

b. Subset data (select specific rows/columns) 

c. Merging data sets 

d. Manipulate data using formulas  

e. Obtain summary statistics 

 

10:15 – 10:30 Break 

 

10:30 – 12:00 Session 1 – (continued)  

 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch break 

 

13:00 – 14:30 Session 2 – Basic graphics  

An overview of R’s graphical capabilities will be provided. By the end of the 

session, the participants will  

a. Create basic histograms, pie charts, bar graphs and line graphs 

b. Adjust parameters (i.e. colors, thickness, fonts, etc).  

 

14:30 – 14:45 Break 

 

14:45 – 17:00 Session 2 – (continued)  
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Friday, 30 November 2018 – Building indicators and running gravity models in R 

 

 

09:00 – 10:15 Session 1 – Constructing descripting statistics on NTMs using R 

This session will use UNCTAD’s TRAINS NTM dataset to construct descriptive 

statistics of NTMs. 

10:15 – 10:30 Break 

 

10:30 – 12:00 Session 1 – (continued)  

 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch break 

 

13:00 – 14:30 Session 2 – Gravity modelling and NTMs 

This final session will analyses trade data and NTMs, as well as introduce the 

participants to the ESCAP/World Bank trade cost dataset. 

14:30 – 14:45 Break 

 

14:45 – 16:15 Session 2 – (continued)  

 

16:15 – 16:45 Conclusion and presentation of certificates 

 

 


