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A. Organization of the Meeting 

1. The Subregional Inception Meeting of the Development Account Project entitled 
“Addressing the Transboundary Dimensions of the 2030 Agenda through Regional Economic 
Cooperation and Integration in Asia and the Pacific” was organized on 2-4 October 2018 in 
Almaty, Kazakhstan, by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific (ESCAP). It was the first meeting convened as part of a United Nations 
Development Account project which focuses on strengthening capacity of selected countries 
(Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Mongolia) to develop sustainable and inclusive development 
policies and mechanisms for trans-boundary infrastructure connectivity within the context of 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The meeting was organized by the Information 
and Communications Technology and Disaster Risk Reduction Division, Energy Division, 
Transport Division, Social Development Division, Macroeconomic Policy and Financing for 
Development Division, Subregional Office for North and Central Asia (SONCA), and 
Subregional Office for East and North-East Asia (SOENEA) of ESCAP. 

 

B. Objectives 

2. The objectives of the inception meeting are to: 

 Introduce the project objectives and activities, implementation schedule and approach 
to the nominated focal points in the target and participating countries, 

 Review the proposed project activities and ensure that they are in line with national 
priorities and needs, and 

 Take stock of progress and development in the energy, information and 
communications technology (ICT), and transport sectors through the sharing of 
knowledge and good practices among policy makers from the target and participating 
countries, while taking into account the needs for financing, social inclusion and 
resilience.  

 

C. Attendance at the meeting 

3. The meeting was attended by participants from ministries and government agencies 
responsible for ICT infrastructure and development; transboundary, rural and urban transport 
connectivity; electric power connectivity; gender mainstreaming; disaster management; 
infrastructure financing and capital market; and SDGs coordination from Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, and Mongolia, as the project’s targeted countries.  
 
4. Government officials from the ministries and agencies involved in the three core 
infrastructure sectors (ICT, Energy and Transport) from China and the Russian Federation also 
attended the meeting as part of the project supporting countries.  

5. The sessions of the meeting were moderated by the ESCAP secretariat with 
interactive and vibrant discussions and presentations from the participants. 

6. The meeting agenda is attached as Annex 1. 
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D. Proceedings 

Session 1: Opening of the Subregional Inception Meeting 

1. On behalf of ESCAP, Mr. Hirohito Toda, Director of Subregional Office of North and 
Central Asia (SONCA), delivered his opening remarks. Mr. Toda highlighted the complexity 
of transboundary infrastructure development in the landlocked developing countries. Not only 
does it span borders, peoples and cultures, but it also confronts specific and difficult challenges 
related to trade, transport, ICT, energy grids, disaster risk and other social dimensions. He 
pointed out that as urban population is projected to increase significantly for these countries, 
developing infrastructure connectivity will be necessary to continue driving economic 
activities, improving quality of life and laying the foundation for reducing poverty. However, 
meeting the infrastructure needs required huge financial resources as well as consideration for 
social inclusion, disaster resilience and financing, to ensure that infrastructure is sustainable 
and inclusive to benefit all segments of society. In this context, he pointed out that the project 
will help address these issues by strengthening the national capacity of three targeted countries 
in the sub-region, with the participation of China and Russia, to develop sustainable and 
inclusive policies for cross-border infrastructure connectivity within the context of 2030 
Agenda.     
 
2. Following Mr. Toda’s remarks, ESCAP secretariat and the participants introduced 
themselves (refer to Annex 2 for participant’s list), followed by a group photo session.  

 
Session 2: Presentation by ESCAP Secretariat  

3. Ms. Atsuko Okuda, Chief of the ICT and Development Section of ESCAP, gave an 
overview presentation on the project and inception meeting, outlining the project objectives 
and structure of the meeting. She emphasized that this Development Account Project under 
ESCAP’s Regional Economic Cooperation and Integration (RECI) agenda is bringing 
countries together through a multi-dimensional and multi-sectoral approach to enhance 
infrastructure connectivity which comprises transport, energy and ICT connectivity. The 
infrastructure development should also take into consideration many aspects including (1) 
synergies that could be brought among transport, energy and ICT infrastructure development, 
(2) social inclusion, specially inclusion of people in the underserved areas and communities, 
ensuring that no one is left behind, (3) resilience of infrastructure from  potential impact of 
natural disasters, considering high geographical vulnerabilities of the targeted countries to 
natural disasters, and (4) possibly cost-saving and enhanced financing opportunities. Given 
such cross-sectoral linkages, she indicated that it is the main reason why the project was 
developed to enhance capacity of selected developing countries to develop sustainable and 
inclusive policies and mechanisms for trans-boundary infrastructure development as well as to 
strengthen collaboration among relevant institutions or agencies within and across the countries 
for policy coherence. 
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4. In addition, Ms. Atsuko Okuda outlined the planned activities for the project and 
expected outcomes from the inception meeting so that participants can discuss and review its 
feasibility and gave feedback to align the project activities with the national development 
priorities and needs.  

 
5. Mr. Michael Williamson, Chief of Sustainable Energy Development and Utilization 
Section and OIC of Energy Connectivity Section of ESCAP, presented to the participants on 
“Co-Deployment for Sustainable Connectivity: Combining Power and ICTs”. He highlighted 
the current status and challenges of energy sector development of the three targeted countries, 
and in particular, stressing how co-deployment between power grids and ICT can be a pathway 
to sustainable power connectivity. ICTs could enhance connectivity and support the strong 
electricity grid development. He pointed out a number of potential benefits, through case 
studies in India, Bhutan, Portugal, and Malawi, from co-deployment of both infrastructure 
including (1) cost savings through shared easement and construction costs, (2) increased access 
to both power and ICT links given attainable cost savings, (3) fewer negative environmental 
impacts and increased resilience to natural disasters. However, at the same time, there are also 
challenges to materialize the success of co-deployment, for example, in terms of collaboration 
issues between different ministerial and federal authorities as well as different companies, 
different regulatory framework, and trust between industry actors. To address such issues, he 
recommended to align energy and telecommunication regulations, develop common market 
definitions, common standards, and shared data in order to take a balanced, collaborative 
approach to meet technical needs and ensure cybersecurity. 
 
6. Mr. Bekhzod Rakhmatov, Associate Economic Affairs Officer, Transport Division, 
gave a presentation on “Transport Connectivity”, identifying transport sector challenges for the 
North and Central Asia subregion and the target countries. Key challenges he mentioned for 
the case of the three landlocked countries are inadequate physical infrastructure, lack of modern 
regulatory and institutional frameworks, limited capacity in planning and coordination, and 
complex transport policies. He specified ESCAP roles in helping the member states to address 
these challenges through strengthening capacities and promoting transport policies toward 
more sustainable and inclusive transport systems which then contribute to the achievement of 
SDGs. He also pointed out that the current transport sector development in the targeted 
countries could be significantly synergized with other infrastructure sectors, in specific, with 
ICT infrastructure. For this synergy to happen, awareness of the policy makers and industry 
players need be raised, regulatory frameworks need to be adjusted, and inter-government and 
inter-agency transport agreements to promote fibre optic deployment need to be put in place.    
 
7. Mr. Atsuko Okuda delivered a presentation on “Building Infrastructure Synergies 
through ICT Infrastructure Development.” She started by giving a snapshot on the current 
status of ICT connectivity in the subregion and targeted countries. Despite continuous progress 
made by the countries in terms of fixed and mobile broadband development, the digital divide 
in the subregion is still a major challenge to be addressed in order for countries to benefit from 
rapid technological advancement, especially the frontier technologies like artificial intelligence 
(AI) and Internet of Things (IoT). She informed that ESCAP’s work through the Asia-Pacific 
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Information Superhighway (AP-IS) initiatives helps the member countries to increase the 
availability and affordability of broadband Internet across Asia and the Pacific and reduce the 
digital divide. Apart from that, she pointed out a number of ESCAP’s country case studies and 
experiences on ICT co-deployment with highways, railways, power lines, and gas pipelines, 
and identified potential benefits from such co-deployment for all stakeholders. Similar to the 
previous presenters, she raised a number of challenges that need to be addressed for the success 
of co-deployment including cross-sectoral coordination, domestic policy and regulatory 
framework to support co-deployment, and complexity when it comes to cross-border links.   
 
8. Ms. Madhurima Sarkar-Swaisgood, Economic Affairs Officer, Disaster Risk Reduction 
Section of ESCAP, made a presentation on “Building Disaster Resilience in Energy, Transport 
and ICT Sectors in Central Asia.” From her presentation, three key messages were delivered 
for participants’ attention including (1) risk is outpacing resilience, and this is particularly the 
case of Central Asia, which is vulnerable to multiple hazards and climate related disasters, 
causing huge physical and financial losses for the countries; (2) accounting for and estimating 
risks of hazards and climate related disasters are crucial for building infrastructure, including 
co-deployment projects; and (3) given huge costs of non-resilience, investing in 
climate/disaster resilient infrastructure is necessary and also means adapting to current and 
future hazards. Therefore, assessments of multi-hazards risks should be an essential component 
of every project across its entire life cycle– integrated from the planning and design phase – 
and not just added on as a last-minute feature. 

 
9. Mr. Osama Rajkhan, Social Affairs Officer, Social Development Division/Subregional 
Office for North and Central Asia, made a presentation on incorporating social inclusion into 
infrastructure development policies. He gave a few examples of how investment in 
infrastructure connectivity, specifically ICT connectivity, could boost economic and 
commercial activities. They benefit a sizable proportion on marginalized groups by enhancing 
their productivity, especially those who are wheelchair bound like older persons and persons 
living with disability. At the same time they lead to improvement in health and education 
opportunities for improving capacity development, which in turn help reduce poverty and 
contribute to long-term socioeconomic development. He stressed that connectivity should be 
strongly leveraged with social inclusion to open up new opportunities and markets for people 
who otherwise will not be able to participate in the economy and to improve the quality of their 
lives, especially in landlocked countries. 

 
10. Ms. Tientip Subhanij, Chief of the Financing for Development Section of the 
Macroeconomic Policy and Financing for Development Division, delivered a presentation on 
“Infrastructure Financing in Asia and the Pacific: Status and Modalities”. She demonstrated 
the current trends of infrastructure financing in the Asia-Pacific region and some feasible 
financing modalities for infrastructure projects. She pointed out that increasing fiscal budget 
deficits and public debt pressure, together with more stringent regulations on bank financing 
after the global financial crisis, have gradually reduced the conventional type of infrastructure 
financing. Countries now need to look into other sources of funding, especially from the private 
sector which has ample available capital. She suggested a number of operational and financing 
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modalities for consideration which includes syndicated loans, bond issuance from government 
entities or private sector, establishment of Special Purpose Vehicle to acquire financing, 
infrastructure funds, and Public Private Partnership (PPP), among others.     
 
 
Session 3: Group Work and Discussion by Sectors (ICT, energy, transport, disaster risk 
management, gender mainstreaming and infrastructure financing) 
 
11. Following the presentations from the ESCAP secretariat, the participants were split into 
three discussion groups by sector: (1) ICT, energy and transport infrastructure, (2) disaster risk 
management and social inclusion and (3) infrastructure financing. Each group discussion was 
moderated by relevant ESCAP secretariat experts toward the objective of the meeting with 
explicit focus on: (1) existing policy frameworks and relevant initiatives at country/subregional 
level, (2) feasibility of the proposed project activities by sector at the subregional and national 
level, and especially (3) building consensus on proposed activities among all the participating 
countries.  
 
12. The whole afternoon was dedicated to group discussions to provide participants with 
enough time to discuss and exchange ideas and knowledge among sectoral focal points of all 
participating countries. As a result, the substantial inputs and feedback were received from the 
participants, and a consensus was reached on the proposed or revised activities. 

 
 
Session 4: Sectoral Presentations based on the Group Discussions  

13. Ms. Elena Nabolina, Head of External Relations and Integrations Department of 
Ministry of Transport and Roads, Kyrgyzstan, represented the ICT, energy and transport 
infrastructure group and made a presentation on the outcome of the group discussion and the 
group’s proposed activities for the project. The group highlighted the important needs of the 
three countries to expand infrastructure development and investment. Given challenging 
geographical conditions of the three landlocked countries, such as rocky, mountainous terrains, 
the group indicated that co-deployment could increase efficiency and effectiveness in 
expanding infrastructure by reducing large costs of civil works. While co-deployment has been 
implemented in some countries, it was found that it could also be used for cross-border 
connectivity. However, the group noted the potential challenges needed to be addressed for the 
success of co-deployment in terms of efforts in coordination among various ministries, and this 
coordination would be more complex when it comes to transboundary one.  
 
14. The group suggested that co-deployment feasibility studies should be conducted 
including co-deployment of optical fibre cables (OFC) along gas pipelines, power grids and 
transport along selected corridors, particularly conducting cost-benefit analyses. They could 
also explore good practices of addressing disruptions, maintenance, upgrade and expansion 
across concerned sectors and formulate a proposal for market-based financing like PPP. 
Corridors along the Asian Highways (eg. Urumqi – Ulaanbaatar, Almaty – Bishkek, Eastern 
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and southern parts of Kazakhstan, rural parts of Mongolia) can be selected for the studies. The 
group suggested that step-by-step approach is desired, by piloting co-deployment at national 
level and then at cross-border level, with focus on laying optical fibre cables. Participants from 
Mongolia also suggested to consider the utilization of existing OFC along utilities to connect 
ports to inland provinces. Mr. Hui Chen proposed that he would also explore the possibility of 
utilizing OFC laid along the gas and oil pipelines of about 4000 km from the coastal areas to 
inland in China for maximized utilization of the capacity. Such additional capacity, in addition 
to the geographical proximity to Central Asia, could provide additional cross-order 
connectivity among the target countries. He also proposed that the project consider a step-by-
step approach of piloting national co-deployment and then upscale to cross-order connectivity 
initiatives.   

 
15. Mr. Batyrkhan Utepov, Senior Expert, Emergency Situations Department, Centre for 
Emergency Situations and Disaster Risk Reduction, Kazakhstan, represented the disaster risk 
reduction and social inclusion group and made a presentation on the outcome of the discussion 
and the group’s proposed activities for the project. Taking into account of disaster risk 
management necessary and crucial for infrastructure development, the group expressed its 
support to ESCAP proposed project activities to develop the methodologies (including average 
annual loss) for situational risk analysis which includes multi-hazard risk maps and estimating 
future losses from disasters. The group agreed to provide necessary data and add socio-
economic data to look at the intersection of disaster vulnerability and social vulnerability. The 
group suggested that training and capacity development be provided to them and relevant 
government officials on the methodologies for risk analysis and on using new technologies 
such as impact remote sensing and crowdsourcing. The capacity development can be done in 
collaboration with the Centre for Emergency Response, other UN agencies and international 
organizations.  

 
16. Ms. Tsogzolmaa, Specialist of the Employment Policy Implementation and 
Coordination Department, Ministry of Labor and Social Projection, Mongolia, added the 
importance of social sector integration for infrastructure development, especially in providing 
opportunities for rural areas and employing local labor. The group proposed to conduct training 
and capacity development on gender sensitive budgeting for ICT, transport and energy sectors 
as well as develop pilot projects for ICT capacity development for youth, women, and persons 
with disabilities in line with digitization. Participants from Mongolia also wished to learn 
China’s experience and good practices to reduce poverty at the village level with adaptation to 
the Mongolia’s context.  

 
17. Mr. Aidar Kazybayev, Managing Director of Astana International Financial Centre 
Authority, Kazakhstan, represented the infrastructure financing group and made a presentation 
on the outcome of discussion and the group’s proposed activities for the project. The group 
explored various options for financing infrastructure development of the three targeted 
countries and identified potential regional partners that could be involved for collaboration and 
support including the Eurasian Economic Union, Belt and Road Initiative, Common Wealth of 
Independent States, Great Tumen Initiative, Shanghai Cooperation Organization, Asia Pacific 
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Economic Cooperation, and other multilateral and bilateral agencies. The group suggested to 
study and recommend the most suitable and viable infrastructure financing options for each 
targeted country. The outcome of the study and project should inform higher-level government 
officials and potential donors/financial institutions for partnership and possible financing. The 
Astana International Financial Centre could serve as a subregional platform for promoting 
cross-border infrastructure financing.     

 
 

Session 5: Group Work and Discussion by Country: integrating social inclusion, 
resilience and viable financing into development of ICT, energy and transport 
connectivity 

18. Following the participants’ presentations and discussions by sector, the participants 
were then split into four discussion groups: (1) Kazakhstan, (2) Kyrgyzstan, (3) Mongolia and 
(4) China and Russian Federation. Each group discussion was moderated by relevant ESCAP 
secretariat expert with focus on (1) the updates from the previous discussion at the sectoral 
breakout session, challenges and opportunities relevant to the country’s experience and existing 
framework and (2) proposed project activities, including coordination, at the national level. 

 
19. The whole afternoon was dedicated to group discussions to give participants sufficient 
time to discuss and exchange ideas and knowledge. As a result, the substantial inputs and 
feedback were received from the participants, and the consensus was reached on the proposed 
or revised activities.  

 

Session 6: Presentations by Country based on the Group Discussions 

20. Ms. Meirgul Kuandykova, Acting Director of the Department of International 
Cooperation, Ministry of Information and Communications, Kazakhstan, represented the 
Kazakhstan group and presented a proposal for consideration. The group proposed that a pilot 
co-deployment study should be initiated on the Almaty-Issyk-kul corridor, taking into account 
disaster risks and social inclusion along the route. The group highlighted huge benefits that 
could be obtained from restoring this route connection in terms of significantly reducing the 
travel time from Almaty to Issyk-kul (currently via Bishkek), attracting tourists from 
Kazakhstan, Russia, China and Mongolia, promoting livelihood and accessibility to 
communities along the corridor, and increasing opportunities for entrepreneurship and SMEs. 
The group also posed some concerns and risks that could happen such as disasters, change in 
trade and tourist flows and political risks. Therefore, benefits and costs should be analysed 
thoroughly in the study. To make the project feasibility evaluation effective, the group also 
proposed to consider establishing a secretariat team to coordinate activities with relevant 
government agencies and development partners.  

 
21. The group expressed their interest to be the focal points for the project and advised that 
ESCAP, in addition, can send the official request letter to their Ministry for an appointment of 
a project focal point. 
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22. Ms. Elena Nalobina represented the Kyrgyzstan group and delivered a country 
presentation, highlighting challenges and opportunities of integrating social inclusion and 
disaster resilience into ICT, energy and transport infrastructure development, and 
recommended actions to address those challenges. Given the current development needs, the 
project will add important values including improvement of cross-sectoral and trans-boundary 
cooperation within the country and among other project countries. The group is willing to be 
the focal points for the project.  
 
23. Ms. Onon Khanoi, Senior Officer of the Development Policy and Planning Division, 
National Development Agency, Mongolia, represented the Mongolia group and made a 
presentation on the country’s proposal for the project. The group pointed out the importance of 
connecting the country’s dry ports with road and OFC networks, given the current lack of 
connectivity at 7 out of 17 ports in the country. The group suggested a feasibility study on one 
of the dry ports, taking into consideration co-deployment synergies, social inclusion (in terms 
of livelihood improvement, employment and opportunities for information, education, and 
businesses), disaster risk assessment, and feasible financing modalities. In addition, the group 
proposed to have a co-deployment study at the regional level, capitalizing on the proposed 
program on Establishing Economic Corridor among Mongolia, Russia and China which was 
adopted in 2017. In particular, co-deployment of OFC along the electrified railway among the 
three countries was identified as a possibility for cross-border piloting in this project. 

 
24. Mr. Hui Chen, Deputy Director of China Academy of Information Communications 
Technology, China and Mr. Sergey Andreev, Deputy Director of International Cooperation 
Department, Ministry of Transport, Russian Federation, made interventions and emphasized 
their support for the targeted countries through the project. They will support the project 
through sharing their experience and best practices in areas relevant to its scope. They will 
assist in identifying and inviting relevant national experts and companies who can share 
knowledge and expertise in the capacity development workshops. The group highlighted the 
importance of coordination between diverse sectors such as ICT, transport and energy in 
each country to ensure that synergies are captured. In the development of future national 
workshops, the group suggests to consider engaging the private sector.  The group also 
suggested to leverage other existing regional cooperation platforms or organizations of which 
the target countries are members such as the Eurasian Economic Union and Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization for possible synergies. 
 
25. In addition, Ms. Li Yanting, Engineer from China Academy of Information 
Communications Technology, China, delivered a presentation on Chinese International Optical 
Cable Interconnection and Proposal for this Project, sharing China’s current development and 
experience of cross-border optical cable initiatives and their perspective on future trends. Mr. 
Vladimir Vaganov, Consultant from Ministry of Economic Development, Russian Federation 
and Mr. Sergey Andreev also shared their regional cooperation initiatives which are relevant 
to the project activities and the country’s experience and implementation of digitization in 
infrastructure-related sectors, especially intelligent transport systems. 
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Session 7: Reflection from the Discussions and Way forward 

26. Ms. Atsuko Okuda gave a summary and reflection of the sessions and outlined the key 
messages and activities which were agreed upon. She mentioned that those points will be taken 
into consideration in order of their priority and feasibility for the upcoming activities. She also 
summarized that the upcoming activities of the projects would include the feasibilities studies 
and assessments at national and subregional levels on the identified topics, training modules 
and guidelines, national capacity development workshops, and regional meeting. She requested 
the participants for their continuous engagement, informing colleagues and decision-makers in 
their respective ministries and agencies of this project and meeting and mobilizing their support 
for the successful implementation of the the project.  

 

Session 8: Closing 

27. On behalf of ESCAP’s secretariat, Ms. Atsuko Okuda thanked the participants and resource 
persons for their active participation and contributions to the meeting which resulted in a 
fruitful outcome and clear guidance for the future activities of the project.  
 

28. The meeting was closed. 
 

***** 
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Annex 1: Agenda of the Meeting 
 

 
Tuesday, 2 October 2018 (Day 1) 

 
 
08:30- 09:00 
 

 
Registration 
 

 
09:00- 09:30 

 
Opening Statements 

 Mr. Hirohito Toda, Director of Subregional Office of North and Central 
Asia (SONCA), ESCAP 

 Mr. Ruslan Bultrikov, Head of Representative Office of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan in Almaty 

 
Participant Introduction  

 Tour de Table  
 
Photo session 

 
09:30 - 10:45 

 
Presentation on the project “Addressing the transboundary dimensions of 
the 2030 Agenda through regional economic cooperation and integration in 
Asia and the Pacific” 

 Ms. Atsuko Okuda, Chief of ICT for Development Section, ESCAP 
 
Presentation on Transboundary ICT, Energy and Transport connectivity  

 Mr. Michael Williamson, Section Chief of Energy Division, ESCAP, on 
Energy Connectivity 

 Mr. Bekhzod Rakhmatov, Associate Economic Affairs Officer, SONCA, 
on Transport Connectivity 

 Ms. Atsuko Okuda on ICT Connectivity 
 Q&As  

 
 
10:45-11:00 
 

 
Coffee break 

 
11:00-12:00 

 
Presentation on integrating social inclusion, resilience and viable financing 
into development of ICT, Energy and Transport connectivity 

 Ms. Madhurima Sarkar-Swaisgood, Economic Affairs Officer of Disaster 
Risk Reduction Section, , ESCAP, on Disaster Resilience aspect 

 Ms. Tientip Subhanij, Chief of Financing for Development Section, 
ESCAP, on Infrastructure financing aspect 

 Mr. Osama Mostafa Rajkhan, Social Affairs Officer, SONCA, on social 
inclusion 

 Q&As 
 

 
12:00-13:00 

 
Lunch 
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13:00-15:00 

 
Group Work and Discussion by Sectors (ICT, Energy, Transport, Disaster 
risk management, gender mainstreaming, and infrastructure financing) 
 
Group 1) ICT, Energy, and Transport Connectivity  
Moderator: ESCAP and Resource Persons  
 
Group 2) Gender/Social Inclusion  
Moderator: ESCAP and Resource Persons 
 
Group 3) Disaster Risk Reduction/Resilience  
Moderator: ESCAP and Resource Persons 
 
Group 4) Infrastructure Financing   
Moderator: ESCAP and Resource Persons 
 

 
14:30-15:00 
 

 
Coffee break 

 
15:00-17:00 
 

 
Group Work and Discussion by Sectors (ICT, Energy, Transport, Disaster 
risk management, gender mainstreaming, and infrastructure financing) 
(Continued) 
 

 
 

Wednesday, 3 October 2018 (Day 2) 
  

 
09:00- 09:15 

 
Recap of Day 1 and introduction to Day 2 
 

 
09:15-10:45 
 

 
Presentation by Sectors based on the result of group discussion in Day 1 

 By participants 
 

 
10:45-11:00 
 

 
Coffee break 

 
11:00-12:00 

 
Presentation by Sectors based on the result of group discussion in Day 1 
(Continued) 

 By participants 
 

 
12:00-13:00 

 
Lunch 
 

 
13:00-15:00 

 
Group Work and Discussion by Countries on integrating social inclusion, 
resilience and viable financing into development of ICT, Energy and 
Transport connectivity  
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Group 1) Kazakhstan  
Moderator: ESCAP and Resource Persons 
 
Group 2) Kyrgyzstan 
Moderator: ESCAP and Resource Persons 
 
Group 3) Mongolia 
Moderator: ESCAP and Resource Persons 
 
Group 4) China and Russian Federation 
Moderator: ESCAP and Resource Persons 
 

 
15:00-15:30 
 

 
Coffee break 

 
15:30-17:00 
 

 
Group Work and Discussion by Countries on integrating social inclusion, 
resilience and viable financing into development of ICT, Energy and 
Transport connectivity  
(Continued) 
 

 
 

Thursday, 4 October 2018 (Day 3) 
 

  
 
09:00- 09:15 

 
Recap of Day 2 and introduction to Day 3 
 

 
09:15-10:45 

 
Presentation by Countries based on the result of previous group discussion 

 By participants 
 

 
10:45-11:00 

 
Coffee Break 

 
11:00-12:00 

 
Presentation by Countries based on the result of previous group discussion 
 (Continued) 

 By participants 
 

 
12:00-13:00 

 
Lunch 
 

 
13:00-14:30 

 
Reflection from the discussions in Day 1 and Day 2  

 Summary points 
 Converging and diverging views on integrating social inclusion, 

resilience, and financing for transboundary infrastructure development 
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 Common and specific country challenges on integrating social inclusion, 
resilience, and financing for transboundary infrastructure development 

 
 
14:30-15:00 
 

 
Coffee break 

 
15:00-16:45 

 
Ways forward 

 Future priorities, activities or/and work program for ensuring the social 
inclusion, resilience and financing for transboundary infrastructure 
development  

 Further collaboration among countries and sectors.  
 Focal points for project implementation and sustainability 

 
 
16:45-17:00 

 
 End-of-workshop evaluation questionnaire 
 Closing 
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Annex 2: List of Participants 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

MEMBER STATES 
 
 

CHINA 
 
Mr. Hui Chen, Deputy Director, China Academy of Information Communications Technology. 
 
Mr. Huan Zhang, Deputy Director of Division of Policy and Tariffs, Department of Information 
and Communication Development, Ministry of Industry and Information Technology, Beijing. 
 
Ms. Li Yanting, Engineer, Industry and Planning Research Institute, China Academy of 
Information and Communications Technology, Beijing. 
 
Mr. Kassym Olzhabek, Carrier Relations Manager, Representative Office, China Telecom 
Global Limited in Central Asia, Almaty. 

 
KAZAKHSTAN 

 
Ms. Meruyert Abdygaliyeva, Chief Expert of Foreign Economic Cooperation Department, 
Ministry for Investments and Development, Astana. 

 
Mr. Alexandr Kislitsyn, International Infrastructure Projects Director, KazTransCom JSC, 
Almaty. 
 
Ms. Gulshat Mazhitova, Chief Expert of the Department of International Cooperation and 
Economic Integration Processes, Ministry of Energy, Astana. 
 
Mr. Arsen Nurlanovich Nugmanov, Chief Specialist, Division of Prevention of Natural 
Emergencies, Department of Prevention of Emergency Situations, The Committee for 
Emergency Situations of the Ministry of the Internal Affairs, Astana. 
 
Mr. Aidar Kazybayev, Managing Director, Astana International Financial Centre Authority, 
Astana. 

Ms. Meirkul Kuandykova - Acting Director of the Department of International Cooperation, 
Ministry of Information and Communications, Astana. 

Mr. Batyrkhan Utepov, Senior Expert, Emergency Situations Department, Center for 
Emergency Situations and Disaster Risk Reduction, Almaty.   
 
Mr. Oleg Raifovich Akhmetshakirov, Director, Technical Solutions Introduction and Network 
Upgrade Department, JSC Kazakhtelecom, Almaty. 
          

KYRGYZSTAN 
 
Ms. Elvira Isaeva Rashpekovna, Head of IT Department, Ministry of Economy, Bishkek. 
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Ms. Elvira Musaeva, Specialist of Electric Power Department, State Committee of Industry 
Energy and Subsoil Use. 
 
Ms. Elena Nalobina, Head, External Relations and Integrations Department, Ministry of 
Transport and Roads, Bishkek. 
 
Ms. Deniz Umar, Chief Specialist of the Bilaterial and Multilateral Cooperation Division, 
International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Finance, Bishkek. 
 
Mr. Aitaliev Anarkul, Director, Monitoring and Prognoses Department, Ministry of Emergency 
Situations.  
 
Mr. Erkinbekov Daniiar, Specialist, State Committee of Information Technology and 
Communications, Bishkek. 

 
MONGOLIA 

 
Mr. Ulziibayar Luvsansharav, Director of the Policy Coordination and Cooperation 
Department, National Emergency Management Agency of Mongolia, Ulaanbaatar. 
 
Mr. Yeren-Ulzii Batmunkh, Head of the Investment and Production Division, Ministry of 
Energy, Ulaanbaatar. 
 
Ms. Onon Khanoi, Senior Officer of the Development Policy and Planning Division, National 
Development Agency of Mongolia. 
 
Ms. Tsogzolmaa Ulziinyam, Specialist of the Employment Policy Implementation and 
Coordination Department, Ministry of Labour and Social Protection, Ulaanbaatar. 
 
Mr. Ugtakhbayar Mashbat, Senior officer of the Policy and Planning Department, Ministry of 
Roads and Transport Development, Ulaanbaatar. 
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