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Background

Terms of Reference of the Legal and Technical 

Working Groups:

“3. Functions

The Legal Working Group and Technical Working Group shall:

(1) further improve the draft text of the regional arrangement as 

a potential intergovernmental agreement, [Done]

(2) prepare a draft road map for the implementation of 

substantive provisions in the draft text and

(3) perform any other tasks directed by the Steering Group. “



Draft road map for implementation of FA-PT

https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/E

_PTA_IISG2018_CRP1E.pdf 

❑ Structure of the road map follows structure of the FA-PT text, 

focusing on substantive provisions requiring parties to take 

certain actions. 

❑ Each action to be taken is broken down into tasks 

❑ A tentative timeline is provided for each collective task (No 

specific timeline is provided for actions and tasks to be 

performed by individual party)

❑ First tasks to be implemented upon entry into force of the FA-PT 

will be those related to Article 11 - Institutional Arrangement 

❑ Supporting documents related to implementation of each 

article are listed in the annex to the road map



Draft road map for implementation of FA-PT
(Example: Article 14)



Supporting documents for the draft roadmap 
(Example: List of supporting documents)
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❑ A new UN Treaty 

➢ Open to interested (53) ESCAP member states (voluntary) to become parties

➢ Enabling and action-oriented agreement

❑ Objective

To facilitate cross-border paperless trade (data exchange) among willing ESCAP 
member states by providing a dedicated intergovernmental framework to 
develop legal and technical solutions

❑ Complementary to the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement as well as (sub)regional efforts

❑ 4 year step-by-step development process (ESCAP resolutions 68/3,70/6,72/4)

❑ Over 30 countries directly involved in finalizing the treaty text in March 2016
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Supporting documents for the draft roadmap 

(Example: Legal readiness checklist)



Supporting documents for the draft roadmap 

(Example: Technical readiness checklist)


