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IV. Effectiveness of the session 
 
Overall, as can be seen from Table 2, respondents found the session to have been very 
effective in identifying priority areas and emerging issues in the Asia-Pacific region 
in relation to inequalities, including gender inequality (85), in promoting dialogue on 
regional and subregional approaches (84), and in promoting a collaborative approach to 
addressing the challenge of rising inequalities (83). The session documents were found 
to be of high quality, concise, and stating the issues clearly (87).  
 
Furthermore, respondents also found the session to be very effective in achieving its 
four objectives, i. e.: reviewing social development trends and challenges in the context 
of a development agenda beyond 2015, with particular focus on rising inequalities (85); 
serving as a preparatory body for the “Asian and Pacific Conference on Gender Equality 
and Women’s Empowerment: Beijing +20 Review”(85); providing feedback on the zero 
draft of the outcome document for the Beijing +20 Review Conference (17-20 November 
2014) (86); and considering the secretariat’s planned outputs for the 2016-2017 work 
programme (85).  
 
Table 2 

EVALUATED STATEMENT SCORE (0-100) 

The Committee session effectively identified priority areas 
and emerging issues in the Asia-Pacific region in relation to 
inequalities, including gender inequality. 

85 

The Committee session successfully promoted dialogue on 
regional and subregional approaches to addressing the 
challenge of rising inequalities, including gender inequality. 

84 

The Committee session effectively promoted a collaborative 
approach to addressing the challenge of rising inequalities, 
including gender inequality, at the regional and subregional 
levels. 

83 

The session documents were of high quality, concise, and 
clearly state the issues. 87 

The Committee session effectively reviewed social 
development trends and challenges in the context of a 
development agenda beyond 2015, with particular focus on 
rising inequalities. 

85 

The Committee session effectively served as a preparatory 
body for the “Asian and Pacific Conference on Gender 
Equality and Women’s Empowerment: Beijing+20 Review”. 

85 

The Committee session effectively provided feedback on 
the zero draft of the outcome document for the Beijing+20 
Review Conference (17-20 November 2014). 

86 
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With regard to the effectiveness of the session, comments from government delegations 
indicated that the meeting was very effective. Some comments highlighted the need to 
circulate the zero draft outcome document earlier and to engage government 
delegations more fully in sessions.   
 
 
V. Efficiency of the organizational aspects of the session 
 
The efficiency of the organizational aspects of the Committee session was rated 
exceedingly positively, as shown in Table 3. In particular, respondents felt that the time 
available for the discussion of applicable agenda items during the meeting was adequate 
(90), and that the secretariat’s servicing of the session was efficient (89). Respondents 
also indicated that the organization of work prior and in between the Committee 
session’s agenda items enabled the session to proceed efficiently (88), and that the 
communications from the secretariat to the member States on the preparations for the 
session were effective (86). 
  
Table 3 

 
According to comments received, the majority of government participants considered 
the conference to be efficient and successful. Some delegations noted that it would be 
helpful to reflect changes to the zero draft document on screen.  
 
 
VI. Highlights of the Committee session and aspects that could have been enhanced 
 
According to respondents, the highlights of the Committee session were the excellent 
moderation, the interactive and accommodating discussion, the efficient review and 
consensus, and the fact that the session was attended by a core of member State and civil 
society representatives.  

The Committee session effectively considered the 
secretariat’s planned outputs for the 2016-2017 work 
programme. 

85 

EVALUATED STATEMENT SCORE (0-100) 

The time available for discussion of applicable agenda items 
during the meeting was adequate. 90 

The servicing of the meeting by the secretariat was efficient. 
89 

The communications from the secretariat to the member 
States on the preparations for the meeting were effective. 86 

The organization of work prior and in between the 
Committee session’s agenda items enabled the session to 
proceed efficiently. 

88 
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Respondents felt that the session could have been benefited from greater sharing of 
experiences and best practices from country specific, individual and other relevant 
organizations; solicitation of responses and negotiation on the floor; and greater 
participation of governments.  
  

 
VII. Conclusion 
 
Overall, in conclusion, responding delegates felt that the 3rd session of the Committee on 
Social Development was highly successful.  
  
To summarize the main trends highlighted above, the session was overwhelmingly seen 
as relevant to the needs of the region, and effective at promoting dialogue and 
collaboration. The moderation and ensuing interactive discussion were noted very 
positively. The session documents were found to be of particularly high quality and 
clarity. The efficiency of the session received exceedingly high ratings, in particular the 
time available for discussion of applicable agenda items during the meeting, and the 
servicing of the session by the secretariat.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


