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Sustainable Development?

Source: unctad.org



Trade identified as a key 
Means of Implementation

https://Sustainabledevelopment.un.org

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/


Source: https://www.unescap.org/publications/APTIR2017

https://www.unescap.org/publications/APTIR2017
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Trade 
Facilitation (TF)?
- Definitions

https://www.wto.org/english

/res_e/booksp_e/world_trad

e_report15_e.pdf

https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/world_trade_report15_e.pdf


Trade Facilitation (TF)? - Definition

• “The plumbing of international trade” (Staples, 1998)

• “The simplification and harmonization of international trade 

procedures.”, where trade procedures are the “activities, 

practices and formalities involved in collecting, presenting, 

communicating and processing data and other 

information required for the movement of goods in 

international trade.” (WTO documents)

• “Any measure, or set of measures, that aims to increase the 

cost-effectiveness of international trade transactions”. 
http://www.gfptt.org/

http://www.gfptt.org/


Trade Facilitation? → Definition
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Paperless Trade ( Digital Trade Facilitation)?

▪ Paperless Trade

Conduct of trade activities on the basis 

of electronic rather than paper 

documents e.g. electronic Customs 

declaration, electronic cert. of origin
(application of e-commerce to international trade domain)

▪ Paperless Trade Systems

Legal/regulatory and technical 

frameworks in which paperless trade 

transactions take place e.g. Digital 

customs system, electronic Single 

Window facility, e-port management 

systems, Framework Act on Electronic 

Transaction (in RoK)
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Benefits of Trade Facilitation & Paperless Trade
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Expected gains from trade facilitation

•Direct and indirect costs associated with trade 
documentation and cumbersome trade procedures:      
1-15% of value of goods traded

➢$350 billion annually for Asia and the Pacific

•A 1 day of delay prior to shipment reduces trade by 1%

•A 5% reduction in direct export costs result in a 4% 
increase in exports



Questions for Discussion
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1. Why have trade facilitation & paperless trade 
become increasingly important ?

2. How does trade facilitation relates to the 
three dimensions of sustainable development?
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Thank you

www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-
investment/trade-facilitation

unnext.unescap.org

http://communities.unescap.org/cross-border-
paperless-trade-facilitation

http://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment/trade-facilitation
http://www.unescap.org/unnext
http://communities.unescap.org/cross-border-paperless-trade-facilitation

