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Dear honoured guests, participants, ladies and gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure, on behalf of the Economic and Social Commission 
of Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) to welcome you to this important conference to 

further our understanding of experiences and guide our actions on urban nexus 
challenges in the Asia-Pacific region. This conference acts as a milestone in the 
project “Integrated Resource Management in Asian Cities: The Urban Nexus” in 
which ESCAP in partnership with GIZ is implementing with cities in China, 

Indonesia, Mongolia, Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam as well as Ministries and 
organizations as additional partners.  

That the Asia-Pacific region is undergoing a profound and historic urban 

transformation is now well documented. The implications for the region though are 
less well known. On the one hand urbanization is positively correlated with 

increased national prosperity and development. Indeed, cities in the Asia-Pacific 
region are increasingly recognised as engines of economic growth nationally and 
regionally, and are emerging as global centres of affluence and influence. But these 
dividends are not without their costs. Cities also contribute disproportionately to 

Greenhouse Gases with implications for climate change; they are rapacious users of 

natural resources; their pollution footprint affects peri-urban ecologies and food 
systems, as well as the health of river systems; their resource footprints exploit 
ecosystems services and divert natural resource to meet the ever increasing energy, 
water and food needs of growing urban populations and so on.  

These impacts are felt far beyond the city and underscore the regional 
dimensions of urban transformation and the need for policy responses which 
consider impacts and relationships beyond formal administrative urban boundaries. 
What is increasingly evident is that, in meeting these challenges, existing institutions 

and policy frameworks will require their own transformation and renewal, the 
success of which will be critical in converting the potential dividends of urbanization 
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into tangible and sustained improvements in the quality of life of citizens and the 
future sustainability of cities and their regions. 

In the Asia-Pacific region urban growth is characterised by particular patterns 
which necessitate a revisioning of the urban and a new planning agenda. Only in 

particular cases have cities been planned to be compact. More commonly urban 
areas radiate out, economically, spatially and demographically, to the extent that we 
increasingly see urban regions of which cities are but one part. In some cases, mega-

urban regions have enveloped several cities. The City of Jakarta is but one part of the 
mega-urban region of JABODETABEK, Bangkok City of the Bangkok Metropolitan 
Region, Manila of Metropolitan Manila, Hong Kong and Shenzhen of the Pearl River 
Delta and so on.  

In many cases these formal cities have stagnated in their population growth, 
and in some cases are even shrinking while their peri-urban regions continue to 

grow at annual rates of several per cent each year. This has created vast urban areas, 
in the case of JABODETABEK over 6,000 sq.km enveloping 13 river systems. But 
these patterns are also reflected in the Asian and Pacific region’s smaller and 

medium sized towns and cities, where opportunities exist to develop new and 

sustainable approaches to planning underpinned by innovative institutional 
frameworks and new sets of relationships. Some of the city partners in this project 
already have much to share in that regard, but over the course of this exciting project 

there is also much to learn. We look forward to hearing these perspectives and 
experiences over the course of this conference, and throughout the project.   

A refashioning of policy responses to the patterns of urban growth we see in 
the Asia-Pacific region is thus a necessity. The trends outlined above do not benefit 
cities or their inhabitants in the long run, but exacerbate vulnerabilities to both 
resource scarcity and to disasters and climate-related impacts. Increasingly we are 

witness to the blowback effects of ecosystem degradation and the unsustainable 

exploitation of ecosystem services. What is urgently needed is a shift away from 
models based upon short term exploitation of resources towards investment in those 

resources. The answers to these challenges are financial and technological, but they 
are also political.     

What then are the opportunities for this project and its outcomes? As is 
evident from the agenda for this conference there are rich experiences to share, and 
existing mechanisms and initiatives to build upon. What is particularly impressive, 
and I hope is a marker for the remainder of the project, is the engagement of 

municipal government, the private sector and organizations at the forefront of 
thinking on urban nexus.  

ESCAP as a partner of the project will look to exercise its role as the regional 
intergovernmental platform of the United Nations to not only promulgate the key 

outcomes and methodologies of the project but to bring in additional resources, 

experiences and opportunities to engage with other cities and government actors in 
order to further develop regional urban nexus frameworks. Over the period of the 
project ESCAP will be organising a series of regional workshops and other activities 
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in support of the project, with the overall goal to deepen knowledge and support 
action and commitment to nexus thinking and planning for cities throughout the 
region. 

The success or otherwise of our response to the challenges posed by this 

region’s urban transformation have implications which are important to the region’s 
cities and beyond. We look forward to our partnership with GIZ and our 
engagement with partners and of course with the cities themselves in leading policy 

actions to support the realization of sustainable and inclusive cities in the Asia-
Pacific region. 

Thank you, and I look forward very much to the discussions which will 
follow. 

           


