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of “Leaving No One Behind”



1 Agenda         5 Main Areas         17 Goals         169 Targets         240 Indicators 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 



•All States… to :
• “respect, protect and promote human rights
and fundamental freedoms for all, without
distinction of any kind as to race, color, sex,
language, religion, political or other opinion,
national or social origin, property, birth,
disability or other status” .

• ‘No goal should be met unless it is met for

everyone’

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 



• The MDG experience
• Inadequate merely to state that targets must be met
while focusing on aggregates.

• Averages and aggregates conceal often significant
differences within and across countries

• Governments will not achieve the SDGs by 2030
unless they target support to the world's most
marginalized people
• Principle of ‘Leave no one behind’ (LNOB), therefore
central to the SDGs response to this growing concern.

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 



•LNOB principle as a core component
of the SDGs
• Inequalities need to be highlighted and
tackled as central to the Agenda 2030.

• Important to identify those at risk of 
being left behind by global development 
and explore pathways to prioritize their 
progress.
• Identify key markers of social exclusion

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 



•How to ensure NO ONE IS LEFT
BEHIND?
• Importance of data disaggregation
•Leaving no one behind, disaggregation

and exclusion closely related
•Aggregates mask of what is happening at

lower levels in a country.
•Measuring progress required detailed

information about the most vulnerable

LNOB Concept: 

Importance of data disaggregation



•Need for disaggregated information for 
every one or every group, including the 
most vulnerable for efficient targeting

•Most vulnerable groups are often excluded 
populations (hard to reach populations, 
ethnic groups)

LNOB Concept: 

Importance of data disaggregation



•Need data sources that:
•Capture every unit

•Capture all relevant groups

• Indicators defined with specific groups for 
disaggregation

• Indicators with no specific disaggregation
defined - yet

LNOB Concept: 

Importance of data disaggregation



Definition:

“Disaggregation is the breakdown of observations 
within a common branch of a hierarchy to a more 

detailed level to that at which detailed observations are 
taken. With standard hierarchical classifications […] 
categories can be split (disaggregated) when finer 
details are required and made possible by the codes 

given to the primary observations” - IAEG

Data disaggregation 



Decisions of the Statistical Commission (SC):

•The 47th SC decision 47/101 (n) requested the IAEG to
“develop the necessary statistical standards and tools, including
by establishing a working group to work on data disaggregation
as a subgroup of the IAEG.”

•The 48th SC decision 48/101 (j) “welcomed the work stream on
data disaggregation to ensure that the indicators respond to the
ambition of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development that
no one will be left behind”

Data disaggregation



Data disaggregation 

Disaggregation categories

• Different attributes under a certain disaggregation 

dimension 

• Female vs. Male

• Young vs. older generations (Less than 20 vs. More than 

40

• Poorest vs. Richest

Disaggregation dimensions 

• Characteristics by which data is to be disaggregated 

• Sex, age, disability, wealth quintile, education, etc.



• In line with Member States pledge to Leave No One Behind, 
IAEG-SDGs included an overarching principle of data 
disaggregation:

Data Disaggregation

“SDG indicators should be disaggregated, where relevant, by

income, sex, age, race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability and

geographic location, or other characteristics, in accordance with

the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics (General Assembly

resolution 68/261).”

The IAEG-SDGs also ensured that indicators cover specific 

population groups and other disaggregation elements specified in 

the targets.



Example: Data Disaggregation

Vaccination Coverage, Ethiopia

Ethiopia DHS, DHS Program



Data disaggregation

Target 11.2 By 2030, provide access to safe, affordable, accessible and 

sustainable transport systems for all, improving road safety, notably 

by expanding public transport, with special attention to the needs of 

those in vulnerable situations, women, children, persons with 

disabilities and older persons

Target 1.4 By 2030, ensure that all men and women, in particular the poor and 

the vulnerable, have equal rights to economic resources, as well as 

access to basic services, ownership and control over land and other 

forms of property, inheritance, natural resources, appropriate new 

technology and financial services, including microfinance

Population 

groups

Issues of 

disaggregation

Target 8.8 Protect labor rights and promote safe and secure working 

environments of all workers, including migrant workers, particularly 

women migrants, and those in precarious employment

Opportunities in the SDGs: specific groups mentioned in the targets



Challenges related to disaggregation include: 
•Cost implications

•Data collection and analysis 

•Data Quality

•Pressure to collect more information 

•Sample sizes

•Confidentiality

•Transparency/Accountability

Challenges



•Multi-dimensional disaggregation :
•Efficient identification of most marginalized needs 
“Disaggregating within disaggregates” - e.g. “Access to 
transport in poorest quintile in urban areas”
•Further disaggregation needed for some indicators that 
are based on specific population groups 

•Should disaggregation be reflected at the 
global level too (not just national level)?

Challenges



Relevant disaggregation is often 
absent due to survey design: 

•Institutional populations may be excluded from HHD 
surveys

•Out-of-school children excluded from school based 
surveys 

• Only those served may be captured by administrative 
data 

� Need for coordination in data collection and 
triangulation of data 

Challenges



Comparability:
•Comparability important over time and within & 
across countries

•If progress will be measured by reduction of inequalities 

•Some disaggregates are more comparable 
than others (sex, age)
•Others may be problematic (e.g. urban) 
•Others are “new”

Challenges



Methodological work needs to be done
•New and/or difficult disaggregates

•Develop standards, measurement tools and protocols

•More work on some “old disaggregates”

•Improve quality of data on disaggregates (e.g. age)

•Set better standards (e.g. residence)

Investments in geospatial data infrastructures to enable spatial 
disaggregation. 

• Big data, remote sensing and new methodological approaches to be 
considered to provide an extra overlay of information and/or to reduce the 
costs of current methods. 

Conclusion



For SDG 11

• Disaggregation to capture and address intra-city or intra-
urban inequities

Beyond disaggregation: 

• Need for high quality, timely, disaggregated data

….. for a very broad agenda

Conclusion




