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Adaptation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and the Role of Development 
Cooperation in Asia and the Pacific

I. Background

The implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development requires careful 
adaptation to country-specific developmental challenges through the prioritization and 
sequencing of actions aimed at achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. The 
adaptation process, or the translation of the 2030 Agenda into a national planning and 
budgetary process, is particularly important for countries with special needs in Asia and 
the Pacific, which includes the least developed countries, the landlocked developing 
countries and the small island developing States. These countries continue to face  
a range of structural challenges resulting from lower levels of domestic economic  
diversification, limited productive capacities and increased vulnerability to external  
shocks, which is impeding progress in making a structural transformation. Thus,  
development partners, including new actors, should be encouraged to assist countries 
with special needs in the efforts to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. 

The adaptation of the 2030 Agenda at the national level is a challenging undertaking  
because of (a) interlinkages across the Sustainable Development Goals and (b) bottlenecks  
that are impeding progress towards inclusive growth and sustainable development. 
In the case of interlinkages, policymakers are required to identify complementarities,  
synergies and trade-offs across the Goals. For example, there seems to be a close 
relationship between Goa1 (no poverty), Goal 2 (zero hunger), Goal 3 (good health and 
well-being) and Goal 8 (decent work and economic growth). Policies that are intended 
to advance the 2030 Agenda in these four areas in a holistic and coordinated way could 
take advantage of potential complementarities and synergies among them, resulting in 
a more effective implementation. On the other hand, some people believe that there is 
a trade-off between Goal 8 and Goals 11 to 15 related to environmental sustainability. 

*This report has been issued without formal editing.
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This perceived trade-off must be taken into account in the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda in order to maintain a good balance among the three pillars of sustainable  
development. Similarly, policymakers need to identify potential bottlenecks in the  
implementation process. These bottlenecks can help policymakers design intervention  
mechanisms, which would facilitate the effective allocation of resources. This suggests  
that a clear understanding of the interlinkages across Goals and targets and  
identification of bottlenecks are essential for adapting the 2030 Agenda at the national 
level.

In view of the above, the 2030 Agenda has to be localized to maximize its impact. 
Policymakers could develop country-specific policies and strategies for prioritizing and 
sequencing the actions that need to be taken as part of the overall effort to achieve  
the Goals. In this context, a recent ESCAP report, the Countries with Special Needs 
Development Report 2016: Adapting the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
at the National Level, emphasized the importance of prioritization and sequencing of  
actions for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. The analytical framework proposed 
in the report could be used to inform policymakers of their optimal, country-specific 
pathways on progress towards reaching the Goals, which would contribute to efforts  
aimed at adapting the 2030 Agenda into their national context, including through  
innovative policy initiatives and institutional reforms.

II. Contribution to the Development Cooperation Forum Theme “Development 
cooperation: lever for integrated and effective SDG implementation”

The prioritization and sequencing of national actions for achieving sustainable  
development can also provide useful insight for reshaping development cooperation 
frameworks. In order to make development cooperation more coherent and consistent  
and revitalize global partnerships for sustainable development, countries could adjust  
their national development cooperation strategies in line with the 2030 Agenda, while  
keeping in view the emerging global economic policy situation and outlook. At the  
same time, development cooperation frameworks, including North-South cooperation,  
South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation, should re-orient cooperation flows 
in accordance with the priorities and sequencing of actions of beneficiary countries,  
in particular for the countries with special needs in Asia and the Pacific. This framework  
is expected to provide development partners with opportunities to identify areas  
and modalities of cooperation, such as financial resources, technology transfer and 
capacity-building programmes. 
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III. Objectives
 
The objective of the side event on “Adaptation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and the Role of Development Cooperation in Asia and the Pacific” is to 
facilitate the discussion of how to effectively implement the 2030 Agenda by leaving no 
one behind. The event will focus on the importance of the prioritization and sequencing 
of national actions for achieving sustainable development and discuss how develop-
ment cooperation frameworks could be reshaped in accordance with the development 
needs and priorities of beneficiary countries. 

The side event will offer the opportunity to explore some of the following questions:

• How can we identify the interlinkages across Goals and targets and reflect them into 
a national planning and budgetary process?

• Are there synergies and complementarities across sectors that could be exploited 
through an integrated approach to sustainable development? 

• What are the main challenges for the prioritization and sequencing of national  
actions for effective SDG implementation in Asia and the Pacific?

• How can we improve the cross-sectoral coordination and collaboration for effec-
tive SDG implementation?

• How should development cooperation support the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda in the Asia-Pacific countries with special needs, such as the least  
developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island develop-
ing States?

• How could the multilateral cooperation system and North-South / South-South 
and triangular cooperation be strengthened to support effective SDG implemen-
tation?

•  What should be the roles of beneficiaries of development cooperation in identi-
fying areas and modalities of cooperation? 
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Introductory remarks

After welcoming the participants to the side event, Ms. Shamshad Akhtar stated  
that translating the 2030 Agenda into national planning and budgetary processes is 
particularly important for countries with special needs (CSN) in the Asia-Pacific region, 
as these countries face a range of structural challenges. She then emphasized that 
development partners must forge and act on development cooperation networks to 
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

Turning to development finance, Ms. Akhtar noted that despite Official Development 
Assistance (ODA) requiring augmentation by alternative flows, it remains the principle 
source of finance for many developing countries. In this context, she underscored that 
prioritizing ODA flows to better align with the national priorities for achieving the SDGs 
continues to be a key challenge for development partners. 

Ms. Akhtar then highlighted four critical areas in which ESCAP member States require 
support in adapting the 2030 Agenda:

1. As science, technology and innovation (STI) capacities are unevenly distributed  
in the region, bridging the gaps in technology development and transfer to  
enable member States, particularly CSN countries, to benefit from STI.

2. With the low single digit tax-to-GDP ratios in many Asia-Pacific countries limiting  
their capacity to finance the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, providing  
support to enhance their tax policy and administration capacity is essential.  
ESCAP’s regional tax dialogue provides a good example of this type of support. 

Ms. Shamshad Akhtar, Under-Secretary-General  
of the United Nations and Executive Secretary  
of ESCAP (Moderator)
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3. As Asia-Pacific countries currently average only half of the data required to  
monitor progress on the indicators of the SDGs, enhancing their statistical  
capacity is critical.

4. As the gap between available climate finance funds versus adaptation and  
mitigation requirements continues growing, climate finance must be scaled up, 
especially in the CSNs.

In recognizing the importance of these four areas, Ms. Akhtar noted that ESCAP  
has refocused its strategic approach to ensure that the Asia-Pacific region is served 
by a number of inclusive intergovernmental platforms, including, among them, the 
Asia-Pacific Forum for Sustainable Development and the Asia-Pacific Financing  
for Development Forum. Additionally, to build a strong knowledge base for CSNs,  
ESCAP has prepared an analytical framework that examines options for economic 
diversification and enhancement of capacity to adapt to the 2030 Agenda. 

She then cited that ESCAP is committed to offering support for national transformations 
in CSNs by:

1. Promoting policy integration, coherence and consistency;
2. Offering technical assistance for integrating SDGs into policy and fiscal  

frameworks;
3. Providing systematic approaches to the integration of SDGs, as well as  

information-sharing and learning platforms;
4. Mobilizing the means of implementation, building regional capacity on domestic  

resource mobilization, including tax reform, capital market development and  
climate finance;

5. Providing cooperation and support frameworks in such areas as statistics and 
science, technology and innovation;

6. Coordination of the United Nations at the regional level.

Ms. Akhtar concluded by stating that it is encouraging to note that countries are adapting  
national sustainable strategies and establishing institutional mechanisms for the  
coordination of these strategies. However, given global economic challenges, more 
supportive global partnerships for finance, trade and investment remain critical,  
especially for improving CSNs trade potential. Through regional connectivity and trade 
facilitation programmes, ESCAP will focus on supporting these countries to improve 
their trade prospects.
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Speakers’ remarks

Mr. Gyan Chandra Acharya, Under-Secretary-General 
of the United Nations and High Representative for the 
Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing 
Countries and Small Island Developing States

Speacial remarks

Mr. Acharya indicated that the battleground on which the 2030 Agenda will be won or 
lost will take place in the least developed countries (LDCs). In implementing the 2030 
Agenda on the ground in LDCs, while national contexts may be diverse in terms of 
economic and social structures, institutional as well as governance frameworks and  
national capacity, they all face very similar and specific challenges with regards to poverty  
eradication, enhancing inclusive and sustainable economic growth and the need to 
build resilience. Therefore, the special programmes of actions must be an integral part 
of the implementation of the Agenda 2030 to avoid duplication of efforts, to reduce the 
financial burden at the national level and to ensure synergy.

He stated that countries require international support in developing and carrying out 
their national strategies that incorporate SDGs. He then noted that another key area in 
which support is needed is data: reliable and extensive data on all issues and targets 
related to the 2030 Agenda is critical, especially for monitoring the policy instruments 
geared towards attaining the SDGs. He recognized that while national leaders must 
be at the forefront of implementing the 2030 Agenda, they require technical support 
to ensure that there is an integrated approach for attaining sustainable development. 
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Regarding ODA, Mr. Acharya noted that it is at its highest level, but still is nowhere  
near the commitments that were made at several meetings at the global level. While it 
is critical that these commitments are met, he underscored that LDCs should still seek 
other financial sources, including through expanding their domestic resource base. He 
then pointed out that when reviewing ODA, the following questions must be considered:

1. How can it be ensured that ODA can help develop the domestic resource base? 
2. How can ODA be leveraged to, for example, tap such areas as trade potential?
3. How can ODA be used to attract other types of investment?
4. How can South-South cooperation be maximized in terms of development and 

be used to complement North-South flows?

Mr. Acharya concluded with a discussion of the important role of technology. He noted  
that the current state and pace of technology provides countries the opportunity  
to leapfrog into a new era, and that there needs to be a dedicated effort devoted to 
technology challenge, transfer, and adaptation. He then pointed out that OHRLLS is 
working towards establishing a technology development bank dedicated to LDCs by 
next year. Taking a holistic approach to technology development, the bank would focus 
on enhancing the capacity of LDCs to adapt technology, providing easy and better 
technology access to LDCs, and on working with technology providers to ensure that  
LDCs receive technology on concessional terms. He finally noted that regional  
collaboration has a significant role to play in this and it will hopefully be the source of 
strong momentum going forward. 
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Panel discussions

Mr. Wayne Swan, Member of Parliament and former 
Deputy Prime Minister and Treasurer, Australia

Mr. Swan began by stating that achieving SDGS requires a vast increase in living 
standards. To accomplish this, resources are needed for substantial new investment 
from the public and private sectors in productivity enhancing and capacity-building, as 
well as in infrastructure and human capital. One major source is ODA. However, as the 
world faces a global outlook of anaemic growth, which is producing a squeeze on living 
standards in Western countries, ODA has come under pressure. This, in turn, is leading 
to a degree of political polarization, which has brought into question some of the ODA 
programmes run by developed countries. 

When implementing the 2030 Agenda, Mr. Swan, noted developing countries should 
ensure that mistakes made by Western countries are not repeated. Much of the growth 
in Western countries has been fueled by a degree of inequality, which has limited their 
capacities to grow in the future; the distribution of wealth from top to bottom is now  
putting a dark cloud over global demand. This, in fact, serves as a reminder that  
development policy must have the inclusion imperative at its heart. 

In that context, he stressed that the introduction of a progressive taxation systems is 
absolutely critical. When talking about tax policy, Mr. Swan noted that the design of 
the policy is not the only important element, securing the legislative agreement to the 
policy is also key because of the power and influence of vested interests. The design 
must be a mix of policies which brings in revenue that is raised in a progressive way. 
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Furthermore, he called for the Asia-Pacific region to become more vocal with regard to 
the global approach to tax policy, in particular, the activities of multinationals, as the one 
being put in place by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
does not meet the needs of the region. It is vital that the region come together to talk 
about tax policy and the scourge of multinational tax evasion.

Mr. Jeffrey Sachs, Special Advisor to the UN  
Secretary-General and Director of the Earth Institute, 
Columbia University

Mr. Sachs stated that the Asia-Pacific region has become the centre for the world  
economy and that North-East Asia is the technological powerhouse of the world.  
He highlighted that it is an extraordinarily diverse region, which is a microcosm of the 
world. Going forward, the region will be solving its own problems to a large extent,  
as the shape of geopolitics and national politics has changed over the past 20 years.

He pointed out that the 2030 Agenda is about investment, while stressing that it is a  
complicated investment because of the objective to achieve three broad dimensions:  
economic development; social inclusion; and environmental sustainability, in an  
integrated manner. That has not been done by many countries, so there is not a lot 
of history or experience to draw upon. Scandinavia is the only area in the world that  
has done an excellent job in incorporating these three dimensions. The Scandinavian 
countries are wealthy, relatively equal and green. 
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Mr. Sachs then listed six types of investment needed to achieve these three dimensions:

1. Human capital
2. Infrastructure
3. Intellectual capital
4. Business capital for industry and services
5. Natural capital, ecosystems
6. Social capital.

To identify the type of investment required in Asia and the Pacific, he highlighted that 
there is a need to map the priorities of the different subregions. He then noted that 
regardless of the stage of development, all the investments are important, but the  
urgency is dependent on the current stage of development. It is, therefore, important 
that the region come together to make this work. Each country is the author of its own 
development, but it also has to be a partner in the regional structure.

In conclusion, he pointed out that because of the changing political environment, 
the region cannot rely on ODA and must mobilize domestic resources, which would  
entail intense collaboration. Again, he emphasized that mapping investment priorities is  
critical. To pay for public investment, it is essential to set a good robust tax system that 
funds a sustainable and fair public investment strategy and then get institutions, such 
as the Asian Development Bank, to play a role in the process. 
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Mr. Chhieng Yanara, Minister attached to the 
Prime Minister and Secretary General of Cambodian 
Rehabilitation and Development Board, Cambodia

Mr. Yanara prefaced his comments by stating that the efforts of Cambodia to localize 
and implement the Millennium Development Goals enabled the country to grow annually  
by 7 per cent over the last decades and reduce poverty from about 50 per cent of the 
population to less than 20 per cent in 2015. Furthermore, it was confirmed last month 
that Cambodia is slated to become a low-middle income country, but will still remain in 
the LDC category for another decade.

As Cambodia moves towards implementing the 2030 Agenda, he stated that the  
following actions should be prioritized:

1. Incorporate SDGS into national planning and budgeting;
2. Address complex inter-sector linkages (a government structure has already been 

established to foster collaboration across government ministries and non-gov-
ernmental entities);

3. Organize a multi-panel arrangement for finance and dialogue.

He stated that Cambodia recognizes the need to identify and to establish new  
development partnerships to broaden its resource mobilization efforts and to work 
more closely with actors in that area. Next month, the country will undertake a  
development finance assessment. This exercise will review past funding trends and 
seek to identify new approaches to mobilizing and managing resources from new 
sources of finance. In summation, he noted that Cambodia is making good progress in 
localizing and adapting SDGs. It is in good position to move forward, but is still looking 
forward to leaning from others.
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Speakers’ remarks

Mr. Rathin Roy, Director, National Institute 
of Public Finance and Policy, India

Mr. Roy began by discussing South-South cooperation, which he noted will not serve 
as a substitute for North-South cooperation in the foreseeable future. He stressed that 
South-South cooperation is a political project for countries to unite in solidarity 

He then turned to a discussion of peace and security. In that regard, he noted that Asia 
and the Pacific is one of the most unstable regions in the world. For example, India 
is the largest arms buyer in the world. He stated then stated that the 2030 Agenda 
presents the opportunity to look at the peace and security within the framework of the 
United Nations system to the political work.

Mr. Roy applauded the efforts of ESCAP in the areas of taxation and technology.  
Regarding technology, it is of prime importance that countries obtain access to  
technology and finance on reasonable terms. He called for the elimination of finance 
rates and technology rates, but expressed pessimism that it would actually occur  
under the system of global capitalism, especially after the recent global financial crisis.  
He noted this issue has been addressed at many forums but nothing “with teeth”  
has evolved. Specifically, regarding tax, he stated that as the efforts to establish a  
multilateral tax forum face hurdles, perhaps the Asia-Pacific region could come up with 
a tax coordination mechanism to explore ways to collaborate on cross-border taxation.

He concluded by discussing the efforts of India to implement the 2030 Agenda.  
He noted that each state is adopting its own 7- and 15-year plans and these plans will 
then be used to come up with a national plan. In the interim, he pointed out that the 
country has abandoned it five-year plan. 
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Ms. Chulamanee Chartsuwan, Ambassador and 
Deputy Permanent Representative of Thailand  
to the United Nations

Ms. Chulamanee focused on the efforts of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) in implementing the 2030 Agenda. ASEAN is coordinating and promoting 
complementarities among the Association community regions and SDGS. In this effort,  
it is working very closely with ESCAP. ASEAN has agreed to forge a stronger partnership  
with multilateral and regional organizations to take this effort forward and Thailand has 
created a database on possible complementarities between SDGs and the actions of 
the ASEAN community in close coordination with the ASEAN secretariat and ESCAP. 

She also noted that the secretariat is working closely with the member States to develop  
priority areas and a road map, which hopefully will be adopted in 2017 by ASEAN  
foreign ministries. To promote this work, a joint high-level regional dialogue mechanism 
has been established involving ASEAN and ESCAP. It is hoped that these efforts will  
contribute to enhancing partnerships between ASEAN and United Nation in implementing  
the 2030 Agenda.
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Speakers’ remarks

Ms. Maria Theresa Nera-Lauron, Co-chairperson, 
CSO Partnership for Development Effectiveness 

Ms. Nera-Lauron stressed the need for full participation of civil society organizations in 
the implementation of the 2030 Development Agenda. The Asia-Pacific CSO regional 
engagement mechanism is committed to the successful implementation of the 2030 
Agenda from the perspective of the rights holders. It is based on the view that effective 
development cooperation refers to cooperation that ensures delivery of results, truly 
inclusive partnerships and democratic country ownership. She emphasized that the 
cornerstone of leaving no one behind cannot turn into reality without upholding and 
implementing the principles and commitments of democratic country ownership and 
accountability.

She expressed the hope that universalizing development cooperation will make an  
essential contribution to ensure transformative sustainable development by making  
development corporation stakeholders accountable for mistakes that have been made 
over the years. She emphasized that at the upcoming second High-Level Meeting of 
the global partnership, to be held in Nairobi from 28 November to 1 December 2016, the  
international community needs to demonstrate that the work carried out so far shows the 
highest level of transparency and accountability and is based on, inclusive development  
partnerships, democratic country ownership and a human-rights based approach.

17
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• Mr. Gyan Chandra Acharya, Under-Secretary-General of  
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Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries  
and Small Island Developing States
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• Mr. Wayne Swan, Member of Parliament and former Deputy 
Prime Minister and Treasurer, Australia

• Mr. Jeffrey Sachs, Special Advisor to the UN  
Secretary-General and  Director of the Earth Institute,  
Columbia University

• Mr. Chhieng Yanara, Minister attached to the  
Prime Minister and Secretary General of Cambodian  
Rehabilitation and Development Board, Cambodia

• Mr. Rathin Roy, Director, National Institute of Public Finance 
and Policy, India

• Ms. Chulamanee Chartsuwan, Ambassador and Deputy  
Permanent Representative of Thailand to the United Nations

• Ms. Maria Theresa Nera-Lauron, Co-chairperson, CSO  
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2:15-2:25 Open discussions 
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21 July 2016 (1:15-2:30 PM)
Conference Room 5, United Nations, New York

21



4 List of participants



LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Member States

Wayne Swan, Member of Parliament and former Deputy Prime Minister and Treasurer, Australia

John Sinclair, Representative, Canadian Council for International Cooperation, Canada

Teimuraz Murgulia, First Deputy Minister of Environment and Natural Resources Protection, 
Georgia

Javad Momeni, Counsellor, Permanent Mission to the UN, Islamic Republic of Iran

Oh Joon, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary Permanent Representative, Republic 
of Korea

Rosemarie G. Edillon, Vice Minister and Deputy Director-General of the National Economic and 
Development Authority, Philippines

Konstantin Kulilov, First Secretary, Permanent Mission to the UN, Russian Federation

Malik Ahmed Binali, Planning Researcher, Ministry of Economy and Planning, Saudi Arabia

Gamini Jayawickrama Perera, Minister of Sustainable Development and Wildlife, Sri Lanka

Uchita de Zoysa, Sustanainable Development Advisor, Ministry of Sustainable Development and 
Wildlife, Sri Lanka

Kittivudh Pinyowit, First Secretary, Government of Thailand

Odette Tupouohomohema, First Secretary, Permanent Mission to the UN, Tonga

Losana Latu, AOSIS Fellow, Permanent Mission to the UN, Tonga

Odo Tevi, Permanent Representative to the United Nations and former Governor of the Reserve 
Bank, Vanuatu

Nguyen The Phuong, Vice Minister of Planning and Investment, Viet Nam

23



24

Other Entities, Private Sector, Experts and CSOs
Fahad Albakr, Director of Development, Aid Department, King Salman Center for Relief and 
Humanitarian Aids

Madu Dissanayake, Director, IPPF-SA/FPA SL

Mosharraf Hossain, Director of Policy, ADD International

Nael Fayez, Head of Business Development, Jadat Itqan Consultancy

Hussain Jafri, Board Member, International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations 

Axel Bertuch-Samuels, Senior Advisor on Financing for Development, IMF

Bhumika Muchhala, Senior Policy Analyst, Finance and Development, Third World Network

Abraham Joseph, Senior International Advisor, Public Service Institute, University of Oklahoma

Erin Palomares, Coordinator, Reality of Aid

Kadiatou Sall-Beye, Officer for LDCs, International Telecommunication Union

Asma Ebadi, Intern, Global Action to Prevent War

Alesha Dhillon, Intern

Scholars
Marybeth Turner, Financial Economist

UN Agencies and Bodies
Shamshad Akhtar Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and Executive Secretary  
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

Aynul Hasan, Director, Macroeconomic Policy and Financing for Development Division, UN  
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

Michael Williamson, Head, Office of the Executive Secretary, UN Economic and Social Commission  
for Asia and the Pacific

Susan Alzner, Head of New York Office, UN Non-Governmental Liaison Service

Sudip Ranjan Basu, Officer-in-Charge, Countries with Special Needs Section, Macroeconomic 
Policy and Financing for Development Division, Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific

Susanna Wolf, Senior Programme Officer, UN Office of the High Representative for Least  
Developed Countries



25

List of participants

Peter Gondo, IRA- Sustainable Forest Management, UN Department of Economic  and Social 
Affairs

Sumi Han, Economic Affairs Officer, UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs

Rita Ruohonen, Economic Affairs Officer, UN Office of the High Representative for Least  
Developed Countries

Hung Yi Li, Economic Affairs Officer, UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs

Yuxin Ai, Programme Officer, UN Office of the High Representative for Least Developed  
Countries

Damien Sass, Public Information Officer, UN Office of the High Representative for Least  
Developed Countries

Kristina Ptitsyna, External Partnerships Counsellor, UN World Food Programme

Nayeang Yu, Intern, UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs

Anna Feingold, Intern, UN Global Compact

Ankita Banerjea, Intern, UN Global Compact

Irene Ezran, Intern, UN Regional Commissions



5 Infographics



27

Source: http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/news/communications-material/
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INCOME GAP INCREASED SIGNIFICANTLY

Inequality across Nations 
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% %

Asia-Pacific
Developing Countries

Asia-Pacific
LDCs

STATUS OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS ATTAINMENT
Source: ESCAP, Asia-Paci�c Countries with Special Needs Development Report 2016 
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Asia-Pacific LDCs: Still Need to Catch Up
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ASIA-PACIFIC LDCs HAVE A POTENTIAL 
TO MOBILIZE RESOURCES AND CLOSE THE 
FINANCING GAP FOR LDCs GRADUATION

Reducing 
remittance 

costs
$4 billion 

Meeting 
ODA 

commitment
$15 billion 

Fostering
greenfield

FDI
$4 billion 

Embracing 
tax 

potential
$11 billion

DEMAND $30 - 60 BILLION A YEAR

DEMAND USD 30 - 60  BILLION  A YEAR

EXTERNAL DOMESTIC 

SUPPLY 

 $

Financing Strategies for LDCs 
Graduation in Asia and the Pacific



ISTANBUL
PROGRAMME OF

ACTION 
251ACTIONS

Infrastructure

Energy

Science, Technology
and Innovation

Private Sector 
Development

PRODUCTIVE CAPACITY

AGRICULTURE, FOOD 
SECURITY AND RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT

TRADE

COMMODITIES

Education and Training

Population and 
Primary Health

Youth Development

Shelter

Water and Sanitation

Gender Equality and
Empowerment of Women

Social Protection

HUMAND AND SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT

Economic Shocks

Climate Change and 
Environmental Sustainability

Disaster Risk Reduction

MULTIPLE CRISES AND 
OTHER EMERGING 
CHALLENGES

Domestic Resource 
Mobilization

Official Development
Assistance

External Debt

Foreign Direct 
Investment

Remittances

MOBILIZING FINANCIAL 
RESOURCES FOR 
DEVELOPMENT AND 
CAPACITY BUILDING

GOOD GOVERNANCE 
AT ALL LEVELS

IPoA Priority Areas 2011 - 2020
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Source: ESCAP, From the Istanbul Programme of Action to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

PEACE, JUSTICE 
AND STRONG 
INSTITUTIONS

DECENT WORK 
AND ECONOMIC 
GROWTH

INDUSTRY, 
INNOVATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE

SUSTAINABLE 
CITIES AND
COMMUNITIES

16

8

9

11

12
RESPONSIBLE 
CONSUMPTION
AND PRODUCTION

17 PARTNERSHIPS
FOR THE GOALS

2 ZERO
HUNGER

13 CLIMATE 
ACTION

10 REDUCED
INEQUALITIES

1 NO
POVERTY

3 GOOD HEALTH
AND WELL-BEING

4 QUALITY
EDUCATION

5 GENDER 
EQUALITY

6 CLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION

7 AFFORDABLE AND
CLEAN ENERGY

15 LIFE
ON LAND

14 LIFE
BELOW WATER

TOTAL OF 

251 
ACTIONS

IPoA COVERS ALL 17 GOALS OF THE 2030 AGENDA

IPoA PROVIDES CONCRETE 
GUIDANCE ON HOW TO
ACHIEVE THE GOALS 
(MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION)

Distribution of IPoA actions per SDG
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Infographics

IPoA GOAL SATISFIED:
MORE THAN HALF OF ASIA-PACIFIC LDCs
HAVE ALREADY MET GRADUATION CRITERIA 

ASIA-PACIFIC LDCs  NON ASIA-PACIFIC LDCs 

7 MET CRITERIA

Bhutan
Kiribati
Nepal
Solomon Islands
Timor-Leste
Tuvalu*
Vanuatu*

3 MET CRITERIA
 

Angola*
Equatorial Guinea*
Tome and Principe

* ALREADY RECOMMENDED FOR GRADUATION

12 ASIA-PACIFIC

TOTAL OF 48 LDCs

36 NON ASIA-PACIFIC

5 NOT MET 
CRITERIA

 

33 NOT MET 
CRITERIA

IPoA Graduation Target: 50 %
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Source: ESCAP Statistical Database
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AND A GAP REMAINS 

ASIA-PACIFIC LDCs 
GDP GROWS FASTER
BUT STILL BELOW 
IPoA GOAL
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IPoA Growth Target: 7%
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Infographics

SYNERGY      

The Istanbul Programme of Action provides specific 

guidance on how to achieve the Sustainable 

Development Goals within its respective time frame

LDCs and their development partners can leverage 

IPoA for the achievement of the SDGs

Complemantaries IPoA and SDGsComplemantarities: IPoA and SDGs



Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific | ESCAP 

ESCAP is the regional development arm of the United Nations for the Asia-Pacific region. 
ESCAP is committed to a resilient Asia and the Pacific founded on shared prosperity, 
social equity and sustainability. Its vision is to be the most comprehensive multilateral 
platform for promoting cooperation among its 53 members and 9 associate members  
to achieve inclusive and sustainable economic and social development in the region. 

Macroeconomic Policy and Financing for Development Division | MPFD 

MPFD aims to foster forward-looking macroeconomic policymaking and enhance  
opportunities for financing for development for the attainment of the 2030 Agenda for  
Sustainable Development, with particular attention to Countries with Special Needs (CSN). 

The highlights of the activities include the following: 
• Analyze and monitor macroeconomic trends and outlook 
• Enhance regional financing for development cooperation 
• Strengthen support for the LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS 
• Produce high-quality knowledge products for capacity building 
• Create consensus for regional partnerships 
• Develop integrated approaches, models and tools 

The major knowledge products: 
• Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific 
• Asia-Pacific Countries with Special Needs Development Report 
• Financing for development publications 
• Working papers, discussion papers and policy briefs

Macroeconomic Policy and Financing for Development Division | MPFD
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

Join in on the conversation and follow us #MPFDAP

United Nations Building, Rajdamnern Nok Avenue, Bangkok 10200 Thailand
tel: +66 2288 1234 | email: escap-mpdd@un.org | web: www.unescap.org

facebook.com/
unescap

twitter.com/
unescap

youtube.com/
unescap

flickr.com/
unitednationescap




