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I. Project background 
 

The Asia-Pacific region has achieved high rates of economic growth and overall development. 

However this progress has resulted in a parallel rise in demand for energy to power the regional 

growth. In this connection, energy resources, if well managed, can support sustainable and 

equitable development. However, ineffective use of natural resources across the region has 

resulted in significant social, environmental, as well as economic challenges which hinder the 

realization of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in many countries. In this 

connection, the objective of this project is to strengthen the capacities of policymakers in Asia 

and the Pacific to develop stronger, sustainable, and evidence-based policy and planning for 

use of energy resources and alignment with the SDGs while documenting this process for other 

countries to share best practices. While there are a multitude of underlying reasons for 

ineffective resource management, this project mainly focuses on three main themes/capacity 

gaps, including the inability to: (1) fully assess the current status in the energy sector, (2) assess 

trends and future outlooks, and (3) design coherent and comprehensive policies which address 

broader socio-economic development objectives.  

 

This project is funded under the 10th tranche of the United Nations Development Account, and 

will be implemented through to December 2019. The project broadly builds upon the outcomes 

of the ECLAC supported project entitled “Natural resources: status and trends towards a 

regional development agenda in Latin America and the Caribbean.” The project also aligns 

with the 2013 Ministerial Declaration and Plan of Action under the Asia and Pacific Energy 

Forum (APEF) which triggered the development of the Asia Pacific Energy Portal 

(asiapacificenergy.org). The portal has been designed to serve as an informational foundation 

for energy related activities and policy making in the region.  

 

 

II.  Expected outcomes and project implementation 
 

As a regional cooperation project, the target countries have been selected from the various sub-

regions of ESCAP and include: Fiji, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Thailand, and Tonga.1 These 

countries were selected based on expressed need for improved data and policy information 

availability. The project will also endeavor to partner with various regional and sub-regional 

entities such as ECLAC, ASEAN and the ASEAN Centre for Energy, SAARC, CAREC, SPC, 

among others with a view of creating synergies with other region, sub-region, and national 

initiatives.  

 

Parameters of project implementation will depend on the needs identified by each target 

country, however the project has two broadly anticipated outcomes: 

 

1) Increased capacity to assess energy development trends and future scenarios using 

data, policy and analytical tools, and  

2) the application of knowledge gained from informational tools and project activities 

to evidence-based policymaking efforts.  

 

With various initiatives within the target counties addressing data collection, the focus is on 

how to analyze and use existing information better rather than producing new information. The 

                                                 
1 During the inception meeting, representatives of Fiji, Kazakhstan, Thailand and Tonga were present.  
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Asia Pacific Energy Portal will function as a key tool and resource to support stronger 

evidence-based policy and decision-making in support of: 

 

a) strengthening the data and policy informational base,  

b) analysis of future resource demand, availability and development scenarios, and  

c) broadening the understanding of trends, impacts, and efficacy of current and past 

policy structures in order to inform new policy development. 

 

Moreover, this project will also aim at transferring the lessons learned/knowledge gained to a 

regional level for wider dissemination among countries beyond the five target.  

 

The project will be implemented in two phases: 

 

Phase 1: 

 

 
 

Phase 2 

 

III. Workshop proceedings  
 

Opening: 

The Director of the Energy Division welcomed the group and provided a few words setting the 

scene for the day. This was followed by a short introduction of the project. Countries reacted 

with some first comments on the importance of data – Thailand noted that the Ministry issued 

new instructions that the Deputy of each Department is now designated as Chief Information 

Officer of the Department.  

 

Session 1 : The importance of data collection 
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each target 

country
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partners
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advisory 
services)

Scenario and 
outlook 

developmnet  
and two regional 

seminars

Study report 
on results

Support 
through 
national 

workshops and 
advisory 
services

Wrap-up 
Regional 
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Participating countries were requested to prepare a presentation which provides an overview 

the country’s energy sector, policy process, data collection methods as well as potential sectors 

of cooperation under this project.  

 

Fiji 

 

The Asia Pacific Energy Portal is known in Fiji but has only been used to a limited extent – for 

instance in connection with the National Energy Policy (NEP) review exercise. The Energy 

Policy and Planning Team were requested to use the portal to obtain relevant information and 

data. However, to date the portal has not played a significant role in the decision-making 

process. Most of the data collection for the energy sector is under the mandate of various 

agencies, including the Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport, Fiji Electricity Authority, 

NGOs, and other agencies undertaking energy projects. In this connection, one of the potential 

areas of support suggested for Fiji was capacity building in developing a data repository as well 

as consolidation of existing data in databases. 

 

In Fiji, the main driver of policy formulation is the Fiji government with the need for 

formulation or revision identified by the Ministry’s Policy and Planning Division and 

Department of Energy. In terms of policy formulation in Fiji, first an overall plan is established, 

followed by a review of existing policies and identification of areas for action. After the policy 

is drafted, there is an internal as well as an external stakeholder’s consultation which formulates 

the final draft. The policy is enacted with the approval from Cabinet. Throughout the process 

of policy making one of the key challenges has been obtaining credible, reliable and timely 

data to ensure the appropriateness of the policy. Furthermore, weak consolidation and 

processing of data means that even when collected, the data cannot be effectively utilized by 

policy makers. A need exists not only to consolidate national data, but access regional 

information for benchmarking purposes. The Pacific Region Data Repository (PRDR) was 

noted as an important start. In this connection, the project can potentially support Fiji in 

capacity building for more effective use of the Asia Pacific Energy Portal for stronger evidence-

based policy making.  

 

Tonga 

 

The main driver of energy policy in Tonga is the Energy Roadmap which provides among 

others the target of universal energy access, as well as 50 per cent electricity generation by 

2020. More broadly, the Roadmap addresses issues of energy security and affordability. To 

date, only 10 per cent of electricity in generated from renewable sources and as such there is a 

large focus on integrating renewables into the Energy Roadmap. In addition, Tonga plans to 

develop an Energy Master Plan and Energy Efficiency Plan.  

 

Databases such as the Asia Pacific Energy Portal are not currently used in the policy making 

process, and at the national level there is an issue of capacity for adequate data collection as 

well as is coordination. Availability and appropriateness of data is difficult, even from 

international organizations where cooperation on knowledge sharing exists but at an early 

stage. Tonga endeavors to unlock funding mechanisms such as the Green Climate Fund (GCF) 

for which availability of adequate and reliable data is critical.  

 

Moreover, one of the key challenges in Tonga’s energy sector is within the petroleum sector. 

Currently, utilities have a vertical ownership structure. That is, suppliers and storage facilities 

all owned by same company, which discourages competition, and thus creates a challenge to 
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attract private investment. This is a challenge which is mirrored in many SIDS. In this 

connection, Tonga’s Petroleum Acts need to be modernized, and aligned with experience from 

other countries which had faced this challenge. It was emphasized that Tonga requires a clear 

and comprehensive policy framework to be developed prior to achieving objectives such as 

increasing renewable energy in electricity generation. It was suggested that the project could 

potentially assist Tonga on modeling and scenario planning, reforming utilities structure, and 

training in terms of Asia Pacific Energy Portal use and overall data processing management.  

 

Thailand  

 

The Energy 4.0 policy framework is the core vision for Thailand’s energy sector under the 

broader socio-economic development vision Thailand 4.0 for the country. Driven by 

innovation, the 4.0 policy focuses on: (1) promotion of electric vehicles- with a pilot project 

currently being implemented on electric tuk-tuks; (2) research and development on energy 

storage; (3) SPP hybrids in order to drive the bio-economy; and (4) smart city/smart grid 

promotion.  

 

Renewable energy technology, as witnessed in Thailand remains largely policy driven. 

Effective and predictable policies are necessary to increase confidence in the private sector and 

trigger further investment in the sector. Moreover, to achieve higher renewable technology 

deployment regional collaboration, such as within the framework in ASEAN is necessary. 

Regional cooperation and common regulatory frameworks for example, is essential in 

establishing free and fair energy markets, optimizing share of renewable energy resources and 

will as taking advantage of geographic diversification.   

 

Moving forward, there still exists a need to for greater information collection and knowledge 

sharing of not only data but also more analytical works such as forecasts, scenarios, outlooks 

and policy measures. For example, a study on how electric vehicles impact electricity and 

transport planning and the investment needs to ensure sustainability.  

 

Kazakhstan 
 

The Ministry of Energy, International Energy Cooperation have been informed on the project 

however were unable to join the inception meeting because of EXPO obligations, a 

representative of the embassy was present. ESCAP will prepare a package for Kazakhstan to 

begin identifying potential focus areas of cooperation.2  

 

Session II: Presentation of the Asia Pacific Energy Portal and on the ECLAC project, BIEE: 

Energy Efficiency Indicators Database3 

ESCAP introduced the new features included in the Asia Pacific Energy Portal regarding 

energy statistics, energy policies, infrastructure based on GIS mapping and its graphical tools 

and analysis. 

 

ECLAC presented its key findings from BIEE project: 

 

                                                 
2 A similar package of information and background documents will be send the Pakistan, which was not 

represented at the Inception Workshop due to important religious holidays.  
3 More information on the project can be found at: www.cepal.org/drni/biee; www.biee-cepal.enerdata.eu (data 

mapper) 

 

http://www.cepal.org/drni/biee
http://www.biee-cepal.enerdata.eu/
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- Political endorsements of the project were helpful in accelerating the project, however 

commitments need to be refreshed on an on-going basis to ensure continued interest.   

- Policy and laws do not ensure action and require political 

endorsements/recommendations,  

- Energy balances information are needed (mainly in Transport and Residential sectors) 

- Both baseline data and monitoring is necessary for which existence of an institution 

dedicated to data collection/analysis is critical. 

- Regional cooperation and knowledge sharing is beneficial however often difficult; 

because of issue of confidentiality and competition. 

- There are some potential linkages between the Latin American and Caribbean region 

and the Asia and the Pacific region: The Caribbean islands face similar issues to the 

Pacific islands, Mesoamerica has an interesting history of energy integration and its 

challenges, and Chile’s experience in integrating variable renewables into the grid may 

offer some interesting experiences for countries like Thailand. 

 

Session 3: Closing the Gaps 

 

Based on the previous sessions, the final session aimed at identifying concrete themes for 

support under the project.  

 

Fiji 

In addition to the issues shared in session 1, it was mentioned in the concluding session that 

policy formulation and data collection for energy efficiency efforts is slower and still in infancy 

stage in relation to energy access and renewable energy and thus needs to be aligned for more 

cohesive energy planning. In relation to data collection, it was noted that a wider array of 

information needs to be sourced to develop longer-term future energy outlooks with household 

surveys as an example. There are a few ongoing initiatives on data collection, however more 

comprehensive support is necessary. Moreover, further effects to refine the process of data 

processing (currently data are largely unprocessed) and centralization is necessary in Fiji.  

 

Tonga 

Energy security, accessibility, affordability, and safeguarding the environment are key 

priorities for its energy sector for which, accessible and centralized data collection is necessary. 

Identifying new, as well as further refining current ownership models, business and profit 

models within the petroleum sector to create a more competitive environment for private sector 

investment is also a significant challenge in Tonga. Separating ownership from supply for 

example was noted as potential action towards more competition in the sector. It was also noted 

that for example, there are lessons to draw from Energy Acts in Tuvalu and Palau, and a need 

exists to explore models from countries which are similar in context to Tonga. In this 

connection ESCAP can provide support in compiling policies and initiatives from other SIDS 

for better knowledge sharing. ESCAP could also provide policy review support.  Issues of 

energy storage in connection with infrastructure planning were also noted. 

 

Thailand 

Besides the policy projects mentioned before, monitoring and alignment for the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) was mentioned as an important task for the coming future. The 

need to work on electric vehicles and their role in Thailand was reiterated. Lastly, one topic for 

future outlooks could be determining the optimal energy mix. 
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IV. Workshop outcomes and recommendations  
 

• Utilize the Asia-Pacific Energy Portal the portal as a platform for increased 

cooperation and exchange among countries. 

• National team composition should be identified early in implementation and remain 

consistent through the end of the project period.  

 

Way Forward for Fiji: 

 

i. Support on the development of an Energy Information Repository and Database; 

ii. Study on electric vehicles in Fiji; 

iii. Capacity Buidling on development of evidence based policies for energy efficiency. 

 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

Expand the current system of energy labelling and minimum energy efficiency standards to all 

widely imported electrical appliances and industrial equipment that contribute substantially to 

energy demand. Where appropriate, Fiji will adopt the standards and energy labelling 

information used by other countries to support closer economic relationships.  

 

Update the codes and standards for buildings and industry. These codes will provide minimum 

standards for energy use for ventilation, cooling, and lighting and will be regularly reviewed 

in response to new research, building practices and technologies.  

 

DATA 

Develop and implement an energy information database, so that demand side data is collected 

and analyzed and a verifiable data trail is created upon which energy savings can be verified. 

This database will be integrated with other supply-side energy information databases where 

possible.  

 

TRANSPORT 

Develop a Study on Electric Vehicles in Fiji and the way forward for introducing EVs. Electric 

vehicles have future potential to transform the sector, although this depends on grid-based 

electricity being from renewable sources or risk a further dependency on petroleum products 

which has macro-economic implications.  

 

The way forward for Tonga:  

  
i. Advisory on centralization of data; 

ii. Study on energy sector institutional structure; 

iii. Advisory on development of evidence based policies for energy efficiency. 

 

DATA 

Information availability, credibility and accessibility needs to be improved significantly to be 

effective in long term policy formulation. In some cases, information, may be available but are 

sitting in different ministries and even in the utilities files. Accessing the information, in 

addition, are in some cases restricted by the need for ‘confidentiality’ expressed by the holders.  

 

Attempts have been made on a regional level to gather credible up-to-date information from 

the national energy sector and to share these through the establishment of the “Pacific Region 
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Data Repository.” The success of this portal depends very much on the success of the national 

data collection and storing with its accessibility process. This is still a challenge within Tonga.    

 

ENERGY SECTOR INSTUTIONAL STRUCTURE  

Petroleum import dependency makes Tonga highly vulnerable to oil price changes and shocks, 

which in turn affect have macro-economic effects (fiscal deficit, and debt sustainability) as 

well as the affordability of food, goods, electricity, and transport. This dependency is 

compounded by high supply-chain and wharfage costs which are among the highest in the 

region. Moreover, the vertically integrated nature of the petroleum supply chain has resulted in 

suppressed competition as well as low investment rate from private sector. A regional approach 

to oil procurement could analyzed to provide the Pacific islands with more power to negotiate 

with large multinational companies. 

 

In addition, significant data gaps exist with limited retention and analysis within the petroleum 

sector in Tonga which needs to be addressed 

 

The way forward for Thailand: 

 

Thailand requested a further explanatory note from ESCAP to the Ministry which is going to 

be sent alongside the proceedings of this meetings to determine the way forward in this project. 

In broad terms, different topics could be of interest for cooperation. 

 

The Energy Roadmap for the country’s energy development is currently being drafted. In this 

connection, variable renewable energy integration, hybrid energy and storage is a challenge for 

Thailand. An analysis of the integration of renewables into the existing electricity grid and 

regulations comprising capacity development and a future scenario could be envisioned. This 

could tie in with the proposal to produce a strategy for determining the optimal energy mix 

through information sharing and future planning. Furthermore, there is potential for modeling 

and future scenario planning in the context of the newly launched Energy 4.0 strategy, which 

also look at electric vehicle support. A review of the investment in the energy sector and energy 

prices in Thailand including capacity building, information sharing and outlook could likewise 

be of interest. 

 

It was further noted that the project could explore options on how the Asia-Pacific Energy 

Portal can be used to assist in further refining polices towards alignment with the SDGs though 

sharing of not only policies, but the process in policy making for more regional application.  
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Annex 1: Programme 

 

Agenda of the Inception Event 
United Nations Building, Conference Centre, Meeting Room D 

27 June 2017 

9:00 – 9:15 Opening – Mr. Hongpeng Liu, Director, Energy Division 

 

9:15 – 9:30 

Project Presentation – Mr. Fabian Kreuzer, Energy Division 

Objectives, expected outcomes and implementation plan 

 

9:30 – 10:45 

Session 1:  The Role of Data in Policy-making 

 

This session will be devoted to understanding how data are produced 

and utilized within national decision-making processes. The 

participating representatives will present on how data on energy 

issues are collected in their countries, how data are utilized, and 

identify successful practices as well as the most pressing issues 

regarding data availability and accessibility. 

 

Each country presents the slides requested in advance - 15-minute 

presentation, 15 minute discussion 

 

After each country, ESCAP will share the current country profile 

contained in the Asia Pacific Energy Portal (asiapacificenergy.org) – 

5 minutes 

 

10:45 – 11:00 Coffee Break 

11:00 – 12:15 

Session 1: The Role of Data in Policy-making (continued) 

 

Each country presents the slides requested in advance - 15-minute 

presentation, 15 minute discussion 

 

After each country, ESCAP will share the current country profile 

contained in the Asia Pacific Energy Portal (asiapacificenergy.org) – 

5 minutes 

 

12:15 – 13:15 Lunch 

13:15 – 15:00 

     

Session 2: The Asia Pacific Energy Portal and United Nations 

experience 

 

In this session, the Asia Pacific Energy Portal and past experience 

from UN-ECLAC on evidence-based policy making will be 

introduced, demonstrating its collection of data and tools, including 

some examples of how it could be applied for policy-making. 

Participants will engage in an exercise in the application of the Portal. 
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Presentation of the Asia Pacific Energy Portal – Ms. Kimberley 

Roseberry, Energy Division, ESCAP 

 

Discussion 

 

Experience from Latin America – Mr. Manlio Coviello, Chief, 

Natural Resources and Energy Unit, UN-ECLAC 

 

Discussion 

15:00– 15:15 Coffee Break 

15:15 – 17:00 

 

Session 3: Closing the Gaps 

 

The final session will build on the knowledge gained regarding the 

use of data in the policy-making processes of the participating 

countries and their respective needs as well as the newly gained 

familiarity with the Asia Pacific Energy Platform to identify where 

the gaps in data availability and accessibility are. This information 

will assist to further improve the Asia Pacific Energy Portal and to 

ensure that policy-makers can apply it in their work. 

 

An interactive debate between the participants will be moderated 

identifying concrete needs in policy making that ESCAP’s project 

could help to address and development of a project plan. 

 

17:00 – 17:15 
Closing: The way forward – Mr. Hongpeng Liu, Director, Energy 

Division 
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Annex 2.  

List of 

Participants. 

 

Country  Name of 

Participant 
Designation Institution Address Email 

Fiji Ms. Faranisese 

Cakaubalavu 

Kinivuwai 
 

Acting Director Policy, 

Level 3 
 

Transport Planning Unit 

Ministry of Infrastructure 

and Transport 
 

Nasilivata House, Samabula, 

Private Mail Bag, Suva 
 

faranisese.kinivuwai@govnet.gov.fj 
 

Kazakhstan 

Mr Timur 

Akhmetzhanov 
 

Counsellor and Deputy 

Permanent Representative 

to ESCAP 
 

Embassy of the Republic 

of Kazakhstan 
 

Office 804A, Floor 8, Building 

A, GPF Witthayu Towers, 

93/1 Wireless Road, Lumpini, 

Pathumwan, Bangkok 10330, 

Thailand 
 

t.akhmetzhanov@gmail.com 
 

Thailand 
Mr. Weerawat 

Chantanakome 
 

Councilor of International 

Affairs 
 

Ministry of Energy 
 

23rd fl., Energy complex 

Building B, Vibhavadi Rangsit 

Rd., Bangkok 10900 
 

weerawat_c@hotmail.com 
 

Thailand Mr. 

Yongyooth 

Horthong 
 

Professional level- 

Policy and Plan Analyst  
 

Ministry of Energy 
 

23rd fl., Energy complex 

Building B, Vibhavadi Rangsit 

Rd., Bangkok 10900 
 

ongyooth.h@gmail.com 
 

Thailand  

Ms. Thicha 

Jaroenruanglert 
 

Operational level- 

Policy and Plan Analyst  
 

Ministry of Energy 
 

23rd fl., Energy complex 

Building B, Vibhavadi Rangsit 

Rd., Bangkok 10900 
 

thicha.phm@outlook.com 
 

Tonga 

Mr. 'Inoke 

Finau Vala 
Director 

Tonga Energy Roadmap 

(TERM), Ministry of 

Meteorology, Energy, 

Information, Disaster 

Management, 

Environment, Climate 

Change and 

2nd Floor O.G. Sanft Building, 

Taufa’ahau Rd, Nuku’alofa 

 

inokefvala@gmail.com 

 



 13 

Communication 

(MEIDECC) 

 

      

UN Agency       

ECLAC Mr. Manlio F. 

Coviello 

 

Chief  

 

Natural Resources & 

Energy Unit 

 

ECLAC, United Nations 

Santiago, Chile 
manlio.coviello@un.org 

ESCAP Mr. Hongpeng 

Liu 
Director Energy Division 

ESCAP, United Nations 

Building, Bangkok, Thailand.  
liu4@un.org 

ESCAP Mr. Kohji 

Iwakami 
Economic Affairs Officer Energy Division 

ESCAP, United Nations 

Building, Bangkok, Thailand. 
iwakami.unescap@un.org 

ESCAP Mr. Sergey 

Tulinov 
Economic Affairs Officer Energy Division 

ESCAP, United Nations 

Building, Bangkok, Thailand. 
tulinov@un.org 

ESCAP Mr. Fabian 

Kreuzer  

(project focal 

point) 

Economic Affairs Officer Energy Division 
ESCAP, United Nations 

Building, Bangkok, Thailand. 
fabian.kreuzer@un.org 

ESCAP Mr.  Martin 

Niemetz  

Associate Economic 

Affairs Officer 
Energy Division 

ESCAP, United Nations 

Building, Bangkok, Thailand. 
martin.niemetz@un.org 

ESCAP Ms. Kimberly 

Roseberry 
Consultant  Energy Division  roseberry00@gmail.com 

ESCAP Mr. Erick 

Ratajczak 
Consultant Energy Division 

ESCAP, United Nations 

Building, Bangkok, Thailand. 
ratajczak@un.org 

ESCAP Ms. Sara 

Demartini 
Consultant Energy Division 

ESCAP, United Nations 

Building, Bangkok, Thailand. 
demartini@un.org 

ESCAP Ms. Kira 

Lamont 
Consultant Energy Division 

ESCAP, United Nations 

Building, Bangkok, Thailand. 
lamont@un.org 

ESCAP Ms. Hyein 

Park 
Intern Energy Division 

ESCAP, United Nations 

Building, Bangkok, Thailand. 
- 

 

ESCAP Ms. Jiwoon 

Choi 
Intern  Energy Division 

ESCAP, United Nations 

Building, Bangkok, Thailand. 
- 
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Annex 3: Preliminary project timeframe4 

 

 

                                                 
4 Project timeline and particular activities are preliminary and may change to align with the particular needs to the target countries.  

Year  2017 2018 2019 

Quarter Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

Inception workshop 
  

        
     

Scoping Study 
  

        
     

     

Workshop on methods for 

integrating informational resources 

 

  

        

     

National workshop(s) 
  

        
     

Subregional Seminar for Outlook 

(1) 

  
        

     

Subregional Seminar for Outlook 

(2) 

  
        

     

Study Report 
  

        
     

National Training(s) 
  

        
     

Regional wrap-up workshop 
  

    
     


