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TAR Routes

ÅUN ESCAP study identified three broader 
routes:

ÅNorthern corridor: passing through China, 

Kazakhstan, Mongolia, Russian federation and Korean 

peninsula;

ÅTAR on Indo - China: starting from Chinese 

border to Laos, Thailand, Malaysia;

ÅSouthern corridor: connecting Turkey through 

Iran, Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Myanmar and with Sri 
Lanka also part of the corridor,



South Asia -An Overview

Å Contiguous Land connectivity : 
Nearly entire trade potential can  
convert to  surface transport 
including Ocean Trade from 
Chinese ports and South East 
Asia to Central Asia and Europe

Å Huge environmental and 
economic benefits - South Asia, 
South-East Asia, South West 
Asia have existing Rail

Å India will remain the pivot for 
South East and South West 
Asian Region Connectivity

Comparison of  Environmental and Social Sustainability of Rail & 

Road Transport

Energy 

Consumption

As compared to road, rail consumes 75 percent to 90 

less energy for freight traffic and 5 percent to 21 less 

energy for passenger traffic

Financial Costs

Unit cost of rail transport was lower than road transport 

by about Rs 2 per NTKM and Rs. 1.6 per PKM ( in the 

base year 2000)

Environmental 

Damage

Rail transport emits 17 gram CO2 equivalent per PKM as 

compared to 84 gram per PKM in case of road transport

Rail transport emits 28 gram CO2 equivalent per NTKM 

as compared to 64 gram per NTKM in case of road 

transport.

Accident Costs

Accident costs on road are significantly higher than those 

on rail

For passenger transport, road accident costs are 45 

times higher than rail 

For freight transport, road accident costs are 8 times that 

of rail.

Social Cost 

(All- Inclusive 

Costs)

In terms of all inclusive costs or social costs, railways 

have a huge advantage over road transport(the 

advantage is more in case of reight traffic)

For urban areas, the advantage of rail ( in the base year 

2000) was as much as Rs 2.8 per NTKM and Rs. 1.7 per 

PKM

For non urban areas, the cost advantage of rail(in the 

base year 2000) was as much as Rs 2.5 per NTKM and 

Rs. 1.7 per PKM.

Why Railways..


