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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

1. The Regional Conference for Logistics Services Providers took place in Bangkok, Thailand 

on 11 June 2019. 48 participants from 15 countries in ESCAP region participated in the 

Conference.  

 

2. The Conference recognized the importance of active participation of national associations 

as a way to promote dialogue and share knowledge on issues and developments pertaining to 

transport and logistics sector and to support an active public-private dialogue in this field. It 

expressed appreciation to ESCAP for its support and called for the continuation of such 

platform for discussion.   

 

3. The Conference was briefed of the activities and projects of ESCAP which are of relevance 

to the transport and logistics sector, such as the study on the “Harmonization on standards for 

weights, dimensions and emissions for road freight vehicles along the Asian Highway 

network.”   

 

4. The Conference recognized the benefits and importance of harmonized weights, 

dimensions and emissions for road freight vehicles in enhancing the seamlessness of 

international road transport and logistics network; and expressed a strong support to secretariat 

to continue conducting further study, as well as the organization of more consultative meetings 

to discuss its implementations.    

 

5. The Conference welcomed the progress in the use of modern technologies, including 

through the application of information and communication technology (ICT), as a mechanism 

to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of logistics services to support the continuous 

development of the e-commerce sector within the ESCAP region. At the same time, it 

highlighted the possible social impacts and disruptive effects of such development and the need 

for private and public policies for managing the transition and invited the secretariat to conduct 

further studies in this area. 

 

6. The Conference noted the important role of coastal shipping and inland navigation in 

providing logistics services in the region and significant potential for its further development 

in Asia and the Pacific.  It also discussed numerous challenges in this area, including 

institutional, regulatory and financial constraints, infrastructure and equipment shortages and 
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lack of human capacity, and a great scope for the regional cooperation and exchange of 

experiences in the area. 

 

7. The Conference was extensively briefed on the national experience of the Russian 

Federation in the development of international overland transit transport, notably on Euro-Asia 

connectivity by railway and welcomed initiatives to further develop Euro-Asia inland 

connectivity. It also took note of the ongoing initiatives in setting up integrated logistics and 

freight centers, including in the urban context, and digital logistics platforms In this regard, 

reaffirmed the important role that logistics centers and dry ports play in the efficient and 

effective functioning of international transport and logistics network.  

 

8. The Conference acknowledged the lack of standardized understanding on terminology for 

multimodal transport; which could lead to confusion and lack of precision in the linguistic 

usage among stakeholders. In this context, the Conference welcomed the secretariat’s 

suggestion to develop a logically consistent list of terms for multimodal transport.    

 

9. The Conference discussed at length about recurrent issues and new challenges in achieving 

operational connectivity in ESCAP region, notably issues pertaining to cross-border 

challenges, noting that many of them related to authorities other than transport authorities. 

 

10. The Conference was extensively informed of good practices and initiatives from 

participating national associations, including initiatives to attract talent and increase the 

attractiveness of transport and logistics sector as a career path and initial and continuous 

training programmes for human capacity development. 

 

11. The Conference emphasized the importance of education and training for the adequate 

development of human resources in the logistics sector and welcomed the increased support to 

such initiatives of the private sector by Governments of some of the ESCAP member States. 

 

12. The Conference requested the secretariat to continue supporting the development human 

resource within the transport and logistics sector through organizing capacity building 

workshops and/or seminars, including conducting the “training-of-trainers” (TOT) programme.   

 

13. The participants expressed their gratitude to ESCAP for organizing the Conference and 

agreed that the next Conference meeting will be held again next year, with details including 

venue to be decided at a later stage in collaboration with FIATA. 

 

14. The conclusions and recommendations were agreed on 11 June 2019 in Bangkok, Thailand. 

 


