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Conclusions and Recommendations 

 

1. The Expert Group Meeting on Comprehensive Planning of Eurasian Transport 

Corridors and Intermodal Transport in North-East and Central Asia was held in 

Bangkok, Thailand, on 7 and 8 November 2017. The Meeting was attended by 36 

participants from invited countries including Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, China, Georgia, 

India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, 

Mongolia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Russian Federation, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, 

Uzbekistan and Viet Nam. Eleven participants from international organizations, 

national associations, private sector and subject experts were present at the Meeting. 

 

2. The Meeting was organized under the project on Comprehensive Planning of Eurasian 

Transport Corridors to Strengthen the intra- and inter-Regional Transport Connectivity, 

being implemented by the Secretariat with financial support from the Government of 

China; and the project on Development of seamless rail-based intermodal transport 

services in Northeast and Central Asia for enhancing Euro-Asian transport linkages, 

being implemented by the Secretariat with financial support from the Government of 

the Russian Federation. 

 

3. The Meeting discussed the status of infrastructure network along the Eurasian Transport 

Corridors, identifying missing links and investment priorities as well as financing 

options to improve infrastructure connectivity and quality. The Meeting also discussed 

at length operational/non-physical barriers which prevent seamless connectivity along 

the Corridors; as well as ways to improve cross-borders transport facilitation, notably 

through legal instruments and institutional mechanisms. The Meeting also 

acknowledged the importance of intermodal transport in ensuring efficient and effective 

connectivity along the Corridors.  

 

4. The Meeting welcomed the progress in the exchange of information along the corridor 

through bilateral and multilateral cooperation and the use of information and 

communication technology (ICT), such as logistics information system for seamless 

operational connectivity and other solutions for electronic exchange of information 

between the actors of intermodal transport chains along the corridors.  

 

5. The participants appreciated that work on Eurasian Transport Corridors by the 

Secretariat will be useful for the ESCAP member countries to develop harmonized 

policies and to work together for the operationalization of the Corridors.  

 

6. The Meeting agreed that the cooperation between countries along Eurasian Transport 

Corridors must continue for the successful development and functioning of the 

Corridors under all its components: legal, institutional and operational. To this end, 



participants agreed that further considerations of a coordination mechanism/structure 

for the management of the corridor should take place at national level.  

 

7. The Meeting noted of the secretariat’s information on the recommendations developed 

under the project on “Development of Seamless Intermodal Transport in Northeast and 

Central Asia for Enhancing Euro-Asian Transport Linkages”. The Meeting agreed that 

the implementation of the solutions on simplification of documentation and electronic 

exchange of information among the actors of intermodal transport chains could 

contribute to the scope of cooperation under the corridor management mechanisms. 

 

8. The meeting supported the idea of organizing a trial run between Azerbaijan, Georgia 

and Turkey along the Eurasian Transport Central Corridor by railway, road and 

intermodal transport. The specificities of the trial run will be discussed in depth by the 

participating countries and the secretariat.  

 

9. Participants expressed the view that in the future, the Eurasian Transport Corridors 

project should be kept alive per funding availability; with updates to reflect new 

infrastructure and transport flows developments as well as expanding the routes of the 

Eurasian Transport Corridors to inter-connect more countries within the ESCAP region. 

 

10. The Meeting welcomes the report as a meaningful tool for prioritization of 

infrastructure investment and measures to facilitate transport and operationalization of 

the Corridors.  

 

11. The participants thanked the secretariat for organizing the Expert Group Meeting and 

the Government of China for the financial support to the project. 

 

12. The Meeting expressed appreciation for Mr. Li Yuwei, Director, Transport Division’s 

contribution to the transport sector in the ESCAP region and wishes him the best for 

his future endeavour.  

 

 

 


