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SEMINAR CONCEPT AND PROGRAMME 
 
 
 
High-quality and internationally comparable statistics are essential to ensure transparency and 
accountability in the process of economic, social and environmental reforms, and enable decision 
makers to formulate policies and to monitor and evaluate their deliveries. In this regard, the 
Resolution adopted by the UN General Assembly on 6th July 2017 (A/RES/71/313) on the work of the 
Statistical Commission pertaining to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development reaffirms the need 
for strengthening national statistical systems and recalls the fundamental values and principles that 
govern statistical work.  
 
The “Cape Town Global Action Plan for Sustainable Development Data” (CT-GAP), endorsed at the 48th 
session of the UN Statistical Commission and regional initiatives such as i) the “Advancing official 
statistics for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: a collective vision and framework for 
action by the Asia-Pacific statistical community” which was endorsed by the ESCAP Committee on 
Statistics at its 5th session in December 2016 and constitutes the Asia-Pacific approach and priorities 
for CT-GAP implementation; and ii) the Regional Strategy for the Development of Statistics (RSDS), 
one of the key aspects of the Action Plan for Statistics in the Caribbean endorsed by Heads of 
Government at their 37th meeting in 2016, acknowledges the urgent need to enhance national 
statistical capacity to meet the increasing requirements of policy makers, researchers, the media, and 
the civil society for high-quality, timely, and disaggregated statistics. These initiatives recognize that 
national statistical systems need to grasp the potential of innovative technologies in a rapidly changing 
data ecosystem while reinforcing leadership, coordination, communication, and dialogue through 
institutional and organizational reforms in compliance with the UN Fundamental Principles of Official 
Statistics (A/RES/68/261). They stress the need to build confidence, trust and capacity in official statistics 
through coordinated measures, legal and organizational reforms, better planning and sustainable 
funding. 
 
Thus, national statistical systems reviews conducted the past decade in more than 70 developed and 
developing countries are considered essential tools for assessing, planning, and monitoring the 
development of national statistical capacities. These system-wide reviews encompass all major 
producers of statistics as well as data providers and users in a country. The objective of national 
statistical systems reviews is to provide an in-depth and comprehensive analysis of the institutional, 
organizational, human, financial and technical capacity of countries to produce official statistics that 
comply with international and regional guidelines, recommendations and codes of practice. Thus, such 
reviews are unique opportunities for governments, national authorities, users and other national and 
international stakeholders to obtain a comprehensive picture of the overall state of development of a 
national statistical system. Main findings gathered through the reviews are converted into 
recommendations that are eventually incorporated into statistical capacity-building strategies such as 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/71/313
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/hlg/Cape-Town-Global-Action-Plan/
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/dnss/gp/fundprinciples.aspx


National Strategies for the Development of Statistics (NSDS). These strategies are then made 
operational through annual statistical programmes and implemented by the respective countries, with 
the support of the international community. 
 
 
Objective and expected outcome 
 
The inter-regional seminar on national statistical systems reviews in Small Island Developing States 
(SIDS), hosted by the Fiji Government and jointly organised by ESCAP, ECLAC and UNSD, builds on the 
recently concluded review of the national statistical system of the Maldives and other SIDS that have 
already conducted such an exercise. The Seminar will stimulate an exchange of best practices and 
lessons learned among countries having similar circumstances and eventually enlighten other SIDS in 
the Pacific and the Caribbean that wish to undertake such a review. The seminar outcomes will be 
shared at the global, regional and sub-regional levels with  countries that did not attend the seminar. 
 
The following key objectives have been identified for the seminar: 
 

a) To present and discuss sound institutional environments, governance and coordination 
mechanisms and programmatic tools that ensure a sustainable development of statistical 
capacities in line with the principles of official statistics and other global and regional 
recommendations. 
 

b) To expose and discuss various options available for undertaking a review, and key 
considerations which need to be addressed for a review to be successful. 
 

c) To share the approaches adopted and main findings from recently conducted reviews of 
national statistical systems of invited countries, and hear from and provide advice to countries 
wishing to undertaking a similar exercise. 
 

d) To share best practices and lessons learned on how to implement and monitor 
recommendations proposed in the final reports of national statistical systems reviews. 
 

e) To share challenges and best practices in designing, implementing, monitoring and updating 
national strategies for the development of statistics and discuss how could national statistical 
systems reviews contribute to this process. 

 
The seminar is expected to achieve a common and improved understanding among participants on 
institutional, organisational and managerial arrangements that can best sustain the development of 
national statistical capacities with the objective to respond to user needs for high-quality and 
internationally comparable statistics including the production and dissemination of indicators for the 
follow up and review of progress towards the 2030 Agenda. In that regard, it is expected to raise 
awareness and generate recommendations on how to best organise and conduct a national statistical 
system review that would eventually contribute to the preparation, the implementation, the 
monitoring and/or the update of national strategies for the development of statistics.  
 
The outcome of the seminar will also contribute to the update of the 2003 edition of the UN Handbook 
on Statistical Organisations aiming at providing guidance to chief statisticians and senior managers of 
statistical organisations to achieve a modern, more integrated and coordinated national statistical 
system while reinforcing leadership, communication, and dialogue through institutional and 
organisational reforms in compliance with the UN Fundamental Principles for Official Statistics. 
 



 
Logistics and practical information 
 
Target audience / Expected participants 
 

Country participation 

• Chief statisticians or high-level senior statisticians from 5 Asia-Pacific island States: Fiji, 
Kiribati, Maldives, Samoa, Tonga, Vanuatu.  

• Chief statisticians or high-level senior statisticians from 3 Caribbean countries: Barbados, Saint 
Lucia, Suriname 

 
International/Regional organizations 

• Experts from ESCAP, UNSD and Statistics Mongolia involved in the review of the NSS of the 
Maldives 

• Representatives from SPC, CARICOM and ECLAC as regional organizations overseeing 
significant statistical activities respectively in the Pacific and the Caribbean 

• Other international partners with a strong invested interest in developing national statistical 
systems in small island developing states (e.g. PARIS21) 

 
Timing and location 
 

Timing and location 

The event will take place over three days from the 1-3 August, in Nadi, Fiji 
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DAY 1 ( Tuesday, August 1) 

8:30 – 9:00 Registration Resource 

9:00 – 10:00 

Opening Session  

Opening Remarks – ESCAP   Ms Rikke Hansen 

Introduction to the Agenda Mr Chris Ryan 

Introductions and seminar expectations All 

Group photo  
  

10:00 - 10:30 Tea Break  

SESSION 1: Setting the Scene for Conducting a Successful NSS Review 

10:30 – 12:30 

Session 1.1: What constitutes a sound institutional 
environment for producing official statistics?  

Presentation (45 min):  Mr Gabriel Gamez 

An introduction on how the Fundamental Principles of 
Official Statistics and other regional guidelines and 
recommendations assist the development of a sound 
institutional framework for statistics  

 

  

Session 1.2: Key components of an National Statistical 
System review 

 

Presentation (45 min):  Ms Rikke Hansen 

An introduction on the various areas which should be 
addressed when undertaking a NSS review, including 
the Statistical Legislation, NSS Coordination, role of 
the NSO, assessment of sectoral statistics, meeting 
the requirements of the 2030 agenda, etc 

 

  

Plenary discussion following each Session (15 mins each)  
  

12:30 - 13:30 Lunch Break  

13:30 - 15:00 

Session 1.3: Key considerations to conducting a 
successful NSS review 

 

Group Work: Participants brake in to three groups to 
discuss the key components associated with 
conducting a successful review, including the 
challenges faced at each phase of the process (with a 
focus on SIDS), and recommendations for overcoming 
such challenges.  Three phases include: 

Mr Chris Ryan 

1) Pre-review phase (activities to be undertaken prior 
to review commencing) 

 



2) Review phase (activities to be undertaken during 
the review) 

 

3) Post-review phase (activities to be undertaken 
after the review) 

 

  

15:00 – 15:30 Tea Break  

 Session 1.3 (cont)   

15:30 - 16:00 Presentation of results from group work Group leaders 
   

SESSION 2: Initiatives at Sub-regional, Regional & Global levels 
 Session 2.1: Initiatives in the Pacific   

 
Update on recent initiatives to develop statistical 
capacities in SIDS, with emphasis on the 2030 Agenda 
and NSS reviews (10-20 min each) 

 

16:00 - 17:00 1) Secretariat of the Pacific Community Mr Arthur Jorari 
 2) ESCAP - Pacific office Mr Chris Ryan 
 3) Pacific Statistics Steering Committee  Mr Simil Johnson 
   

DAY 2 (Wednesday, August 2) 

9:00 - 9:20 
RECAP: Caribbean Country reps present a summary of 
key issues from Day 1 

 

 Session 2.2: Initiatives in the Caribbean   

 
Update on recent initiatives to develop statistical 
capacities in SIDS, with emphasis on the 2030 Agenda 
and NSS reviews (10-20 min each) 

 

9:20 - 10:00 1) Committee of Caribbean Statisticians Mr Iwan A Sno 
 2) ECLAC - Caribbean office Mr Abdullahi Abdulkadri 
   

 Session 2.3: Regional & Global Initiatives  

 
Update on recent initiatives to develop statistical 
capacities in SIDS, with emphasis on the 2030 Agenda 
and NSS reviews (10-20 min each) 

 

10:00 - 10:30 1) PARIS21 Ms Gay Tajeda 
 2) ESCAP Ms Rikke Hansen 
 3) ECLAC  Ms Pauline Stockins 
 4) UNSD Mr Gabriel Gamez 

10:30 – 11:00 Tea Break  

11:00 - 11:30 Session 2.3: Regional & Global Initiatives (cont)  
  

SESSION 3: NSS Review tool assessment 

 Session 3.1: Case studies of review tools adopted   

 Trigger Presentation 1 (20 minutes)  

 

Presentation of the recently conducted review of the 
Maldives NSS, with a focus on the review content, 
including some of the key findings from this 
component of the review 

Ms Aishath Shahuda 

   



 Trigger Presentation 2 (20 minutes)  

11:30 - 12:30 
Alternative NSS review tools adopted by countries 
globally  

Ms Gay Tajeda 
   
 Session 3.2: Assessment of review tool content  

 

Group Work: Guided by the information presented in 
Session 1.2 and this sessions trigger presentations, 
participants brake in to groups to discuss what the 
content of a NSS review tool should contain.  Each 
group will be required to identify and discuss the key 
broad areas which should be addressed, and key 
elements which should be addressed under each area.  
For example: 

Ms Rikke Hansen 

 1) Legal setting and fundamental principles  

 2) Structure and coordination of a NSS  

 3) Structure and role of the NSO  

 4) Data sources, processes and quality  
   

12:30 - 13:30 Lunch break  

13:30 - 15:00 

Session 3.2: Assessment of review tool content (cont)  

Group work continued  
  

Presentation of results from group work Group leaders 
  

15:00 – 15:30 Tea Break  

SESSION 4: Update on NSS Reviews undertaken by SIDS 

15:30 - 17:00 

Session 4.1: Presentations by SIDS who have conducted 
a NSS  review (20-30 min each) 

 

Countries who have undertaken a NSS review to share 
their experience of the process they have undertaken 
with a focus on: 

 

a) Review process 

Mr Epeli Waqavonovono 
Ms Malaefono Taua-

Faasalaina 
Mr Edwin St.Catherine 

Mr Iwan A Sno 
Ms Janelle Scantlebury-

Mounsey 

i) Approach taken to conduct the review  

ii) Challenges encountered during the review  

iii) Current status of the review, and future work 
planned 

b) Review content 

i) What were the key areas covered in the review?  
Why were these chosen? 

ii) What were some of the key/interesting findings 
from the review  

  
Plenary discussion at the end of each individual 
presentation (10 min each) 

 

  

DAY 3 (Thursday, August 3) 

9:00 - 9:20 
RECAP: Pacific Country reps present a summary of key 
issues from Day 2 

 



 Session 4.1: Presentations by SIDS who have conducted 
a NSS  review (20-30 min each) 

 

9:20 - 10:30 Continuation from presentations above  
   

10:30 – 11:00 Tea Break  

SESSION 5: Successfully implementing results of a NSS review 

 Session 5.1: Case study of a successfully implemented 
NSS review 

 

 Presentation (20 minutes)  

11:00 - 11:30 

Presentation of the status of implementation of 
results from the Mongolian Global Assessment.  Key 
factors adopted by Mongolia to ensure effective 
implementation 

Ms Badamtsegse Batjargal 

   
 Plenary discussion  

 Progress of implementing results of reviews in other 
countries.   

 

 Trigger questions:  

 
1) How have recommendations/results of the review 

been translated in to statistical development 
plans? 

 

 2) What improvements to the NSS have directly 
resulted from the review  

 

 3) What issues are holding back implementation of 
review recommendations? 

 

   

SESSION 6: Plans for upcoming NSS reviews by SIDS 

11:30 - 12:30 

Session 6.1: Presentations by countries planning NSS 
reviews in near future 

 

Countries who are planning to undertake a NSS review to 
share their expectations on the process with a focus on: 

 

 

a) Review process 

Ms Aritita Tekaieti 
Mr Benuel Lenge 
Mr Viliami Fifita 

i) Approach planned to undertake the review  

ii) Expected challenges to overcome 

iii) Questions/concerns of the review process 

b) Review content 

i) What are the key areas planned to cover in the 
review?  Why are these chosen? 

  

Plenary discussion after completion of each presentation  

12:30 – 13:30 Lunch Break  

SESSION 7: Consolidation of key issues/challenges faced by SIDS undertaking a NSS review 

 Session 7.1: NSS Reviews - Consolidation of views for 
moving forward  

 

 Plenary discussion 1: Purpose/outcomes expected 
from undertaking a NSS review 

 
 



 
Plenary discussion 2: Options available to countries 
when reviewing their NSS - process focused.  Who's 
involved and how?  Scheduling of activities? 

 
 
 
 
 

Country representative to 
lead each discussion 

(TBC) 

13:30 - 15:00 
Plenary discussion 3: Options available to countries 
when reviewing their NSS - content focused.  What's 
critical? What's optional? 

 
Plenary discussion 4: Consolidation of challenges 
faced by SIDS on the process for undertaking a NSS 
review 

 
Plenary discussion 5: Role of NSO in coordinating and 
monitoring the implementation of the 
recommendations across the NSO 

 

Plenary discussion 6: Role of development partners in 
NSS reviews and implementation of recommendations 

   

15:00 – 15:30 Tea Break  

SESSION 8: Action plan for SIDS wishing to undertake a NSS review 

 Session 8.1: SIDS NSS Review Action Plan   

15:30 - 17:00 

Plenary discussion: Development of a step-by-step 
action plan SIDS should follow when undertaking a 
NSS review, focusing on the challenges raised in 
session 7, and proposing solutions to address those 
challenges in the action plan 

Country representative (TBC) 

   
 
 
  




