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Concept Note 

Regional Workshops on Implementing Data Integration in Asia and the Pacific 

24-27 November and 1-4 December 2020 

 

1. Background 

The ambitious vision of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the focus on leaving no 

one behind requires quality, timely, reliable, and disaggregated statistics. Despite the commitment to 

achieving the SDGs, in Asia and the Pacific data are lacking on over half of the SDG indicators1.  

Data integration could provide efficient solutions for countries of Asia and the Pacific and there are 

some excellent examples emerging from this region, including application of data integration in 

register-based population censuses, compiling accounts, producing environmental statistics, etc. They 

show that techniques can be used to link and combine data from different sources, multiplying the 

value of available data and enabling production of new statistics to fill data gaps.  However, data 

integration is a challenging area. Limited technical capacity, access to data and metadata, data quality 

and interoperability, and public acceptance can limit data integration by the national statistical 

systems.  

Recognizing the benefits and challenges, in 2019, the ESCAP Committee on Statistics Regional Steering 

Group on Population and Social Statistics of Asia and the Pacific recommended building capacity for 

data integration. Later in 2020, the establishment of the Asia and the Pacific Data Integration 

Community of Practice (DI-CoP), as a virtual collaboration space reinforced the usefulness of capacity 

building in this area. In this regard, a face-to-face workshop on data integration for poverty-related 

statistics (including indicators to measure SDG targets 1.1 to 1.4) was planned for November 2020. 

The travel restrictions brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic have meant plans need to be 

changed and a series of virtual workshops will be offered instead.  

2. Workshops objectives and outcomes 

ESCAP is organizing these workshops2 jointly with partners to strengthen awareness and capacity for 

data integration in countries of Asia and the Pacific, using poverty-related statistics (including 

indicators to measure SDG targets 1.1 to 1.4) as a working example.  

The workshops provide the opportunity to share and document national and regional examples of 

data integration. By involving volunteer members of the DI-CoP, workshops will also contribute to 

strengthening the DI-CoP through the opportunity to meet and work together in a virtual setting.  

The workshops will generate information that can be used to enhance the regional guidelines on data 

integration. They will also allow countries to identify potential partnerships and opportunities for 

South-South cooperation. The content generated at the workshops will contribute to documenting 

available case studies of data integration in the region, as well as identifying national requirements 

for new data integration projects with a focus on improving poverty-related statistics (including 

indicators to measure SDG targets 1.1 to 1.4). 

3. Target audience 

These workshops will bring together statisticians from National Statistical Offices (NSOs) and other 

 
1 Asia and the Pacific SDG Progress Report 2020 
2 ESCAP is organizing these workshops as part of the Development Account project. 

https://stat-confluence.escap.un.org/pages/viewpage.action?spaceKey=DICP&title=Data+Integration+Community+of+Practice
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parts of the National Statistical Systems (NSSs) to strengthen their capacity on data integration, with 

a focus on improving poverty-related statistics (including indicators to measure SDG targets 1.1 to 

1.4). The workshops target two groups: 

• Managers from NSOs and other relevant data producers in NSS 

• Experts from NSOs and other relevant data producers in NSS, including those with experience 

in data integration and those likely to work on data integration in the future 

 

4. Modalities and tentative agenda 

Two rounds of identical workshops with the same content will be organised at the following dates and 

hours, duplicated to accommodate participants from different time zones of the region.  

Each round includes a one-day workshop for managers, and a three-day workshop for experts and a 

one-hour concluding session to bring together all participant groups to share the outcomes.  

The tentative dates and times for the workshops are: 

ROUND 1 

24-27 November at 12:00-15:00 Bangkok time (GMT +7) plus concluding session 

24 November 
(12:00-15:00 BKK time) 

Data integration from a management perspective  

Target group: managers, with experts to participate as observers 

25-27 November 
(12:00-15:00 BKK time) 

Technical issues and solutions for data integration 

Target group: experts 

27 November  

(17:00-18:00 BKK time) 

One-hour concluding session for sharing experiences and 

recommendations between managers and experts 

Target group: both managers and experts 

  

ROUND 2 
1-4 December at 08:00-11:00 Bangkok time (GMT +7) plus concluding session 

1 December 
(08:00-11:00 BKK time) 

Data integration from a management perspective  

Target group: managers, with experts to participate as observers 

2-4 December 

(08:00-11:00 BKK time) 

Technical issues and solutions for data integration 

Target group: experts 

4 December 
(13:00-14:00 BKK time) 

One-hour concluding session for sharing experiences and 

recommendations between managers and experts 

Target group: both managers and experts 

 

The tentative agenda for each round of workshops is: 

▪ Data integration from a management perspective 

1. Introduction to data integration – history, recent developments, and future direction 

2. Data integration and the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics – frameworks for ethical 

and safe practices 

3. Prerequisites and consideration requirements – what is needed to do ‘data integration’? 

4. Challenges and solutions 

5. Costs and benefits 
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Session includes trigger presentations, presentations by selected countries, and discussion. 

Outcome of the session is a “summary of management perspectives” to be feed into experts’ 

workshop on the next day. 

▪ Technical issues and solutions for data integration 

1. Summary of management perspectives 

2. Prerequisites and consideration requirements – what is needed to do ‘data integration’?  

3. Data considerations and quality 

4. Methods and tools 

5. Types of data integration  

6. Communicating integrated data 

7. Data integration to improve the availability of poverty-related statistics (including indicators 

to measure SDG targets 1.1 to 1.4) 

The workshop will use a combination of trigger presentations, country presentations on how data 

integration has contributed or can contribute to improving availability of poverty-related 

statistics, group work and discussion. 

▪ Sharing experiences and recommendation 

The one-hour concluding session includes a presentation by experts about using data integration 

to improve the availability of statistics with a focus on poverty-related statistics (including 

indicators to measure SDG targets 1.1 to 1.4) and feedback from managers in response to expert 

recommendations. 

5. Further information 

Please contact Afsaneh Yazdani(afsaneh.yazdani@un.org), Statistician with the ESCAP Statistics 

Division.  

mailto:afsaneh.yazdani@un.org

