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Expert Seminar on Integrated Statistics for the Sustainable Development Goals 

11-13 December 2017 

 

CONCEPT NOTE 

1. Background 

The SDGs and the need for integrated statistics 

The monitoring requirements of the Sustainable Development Goals demand a broader scope and 

more detailed and disaggregated statistics. Moreover, several characteristics of the SDGs point to the 

need for a system of integrated statistics: 

• The SDGs include interlinked and inter-dependant targets (e.g., increasing food supply and 

energy will negatively impact the environment) (See ICSU report) 

• The SDGs imply conceptual integration (e.g., GDP/capita assumes same year, national 

coverage of both economic and population data) 

• The SDGs require spatial integration across domains (e.g., urban/rural defined similarly 

for poverty, food, access to infrastructure; unified land cover map integrating forest, 

agriculture, hydrological data; common geographical codes and names, etc.) 

• The SDGs imply new interdisciplinary concepts (e.g., leave no one behind, poverty in all 

its dimensions, sustainable consumption and production, integrate value of nature in 

accounts and planning) 

 

In addition, without certainty on future resources, there is an implicit demand to find new and more 

cost-efficient ways of producing, disseminating and using statistics. 

The multi-dimensional and interrelated nature of SDGs, thus, requires support from an integrated 

statistical system that brings together the production and dissemination toward enhanced efficiency 

and use of all possible sources of data. An integrated statistical system provides the backbone for 

integrated policy analysis and implementation. Therefore, guidance is needed on processes, methods 

and concepts for integrating statistical processes, concepts and disciplines in support of 

implementation of the SDGs.  

 

Global and regional commitments to progress integrated statistics 

To address the challenges of SDGs and facilitate production and use of integrated statistics, 

Governments and development partners have made a series of commitments at the global and 

regional levels.  

At the global level, the “Cape Town Global Action Plan for Sustainable Development Data” (CT-GAP), 

endorsed by the UN Statistical Commission in March 2017, emphasises integration of survey and 

administrative data, integrated survey and database systems, and expanded use of administrative 

data for the compilation of integrated social, economic and environment statistics. It recognizes the 

need to facilitate the application of modern technologies and new data sources in mainstreaming 

statistical activities. Furthermore, the Global Action Plan stresses the need to build confidence, trust 

and capacity through coordinated measures, legal reforms, better funding, development of 

accompanying principles and guidelines, to support the integration of data from traditional and non-

traditional data sources.   

At the regional level, “Advancing official statistics for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: 

a collective vision and framework for action by the Asia-Pacific statistical community” (collective 
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vision) was endorsed by the ESCAP Committee on Statistics in December 2016. The collective vision 

and framework for action lists integrated statistics for integrated analysis as one of five action areas, 

with the objectives of developing an integrated statistical measurement framework for the SDGs and 

integrating data from multiple sources to generate statistical products that support integrated analysis 

of sustainable development issues. It suggests that a regional expert group could support the 

implementation of this action area; functioning as a multi-disciplinary forum for exchanging latest 

methodological advances and experiences with applying them. 

 

2. Purpose of the seminar 

The Expert Seminar on Integrated Statistics for the Sustainable Development Goals is expected to 

generate: 

1. Insights on the various dimensions of integration in the statistical system and their implications on 

production and use of integrated statistics; 

2. A list of good practices and challenges that countries face in the compilation of integrated statistics; 

3. Initial guidance to address issues pertaining to integrated statistics and the SDGs; 

4. Recommendations on future regional collaboration on integrated statistics for the SDGs.  

 

The seminar will help participants achieve a common and improved understanding of technical issues 

and challenges related to integration, as relevant to the production of statistics for the 

implementation and follow up of the 2030 Agenda.  

The outcomes of the discussions and sharing of experiences could be a published article highlighting 

good practices, what can be done now, and existing challenges. 

 

3. Organization of the seminar1 

The seminar will be structured according to the various dimensions of integrated statistics. The basis 

for this organizational structure is the relationship between integration and its parts (Box 1): 

 

Both the science of parts and the science of 

the integration of parts are essential for 

understanding and action. Those more 

comfortable in exercising only one of these 

have the responsibility to understand the 

other. Otherwise the science of parts can 

fall into the trap of providing precise 

answers to the wrong question and the 

science of the integration of parts into 

providing useless answers to the right 

question. (CS Holling, 1998, Two cultures of 

ecology) 

 

                                                      

1 The seminar is co-organized by ESCAP and UNSD, as part of the United Nations Development 

Account 10th tranche and ESCAP’s regular programme of work. 

 

Box 1 The science of parts and integration 
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In the statistical community, there are those who focus on integration and those who focus on the 

parts. However, the two need to be brought together. Approaches to this may be guided by 

considering the various dimensions of integrated statistics in the statistical system (Box 2): 

 

Process integration seeks to reduce process duplication through centralization. The approach is to 

consolidate common processes. Statistical tools for this are GSBPM, CSPA, SDMX, GISM, DDI. This is 

disciplinary, since data themselves are not changed. 

 

Data Integration reduces data duplication and increases usability and findability. The approach is to 

select data and document it. Statistical tools for this are metadata, inventorying, archiving, modelling, 

spatial integration (NSDI). Example applications are: FDES, compendia, year books, data portals, 

institutional, integrated policy, nexuses etc. This is multi-disciplinary since data may be converted to 

selected standards in the process. 

 

Conceptual Integration aligns multi-disciplinary concepts and is therefore inter-disciplinary. The 

approach is to restructure existing data to common concepts, classifications and methods. This is 

done, for example, in the SNA, SEEA, SAM (Social Accounting Matrix, mentioned in SNA2008). 

 

Disciplinary Integration requires 

convergence among disciplinary concepts. 

The approach is to synthesize disciplinary 

concepts. For example, “ecosystem 

services” has different meanings for 

ecologists, economists and sociologists. 

Applying the concept statistically, for 

ecosystem accounting, requires a 

comprehensive definition that may not fit 

with any specific contributing discipline. 

Examples are ecosystem accounting, 

macro modelling and teaching 

sustainability. 

 

The seminar will discuss how these various dimensions of integration affect the national statistical 

system. First an overview of system integration will be presented. The Expert Seminar will discuss to 

what extent mature statistical systems have adapted processes, data and concepts to be more 

amenable to integration. One potential example is how implementing the SEEA would have 

encouraged alignment of natural resource statistics with economic ones.  

 

The topics for discussion and presentation will draw from the above four broad categories of 

integration. The objective would be to gather national experiences and develop a set of 

recommendations on current practices, and how to address related challenges. 

 

The suggested format is to include short presentations (applications/needs/gaps) to provide a 

common understanding of technical issues and challenges to enable in-depth discussions of targeted 

issues/solutions to produce recommendations (what NSOs, the international community can do).  

Box 2 The hierarchy of integration 
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4. Participants  

Participants would be: 

• NSOs who have addressed integration issues or are interested in developing innovative 

approaches; 

• National and international experts working with new sources of data; 

• Regional and international experts on various aspects of integration (macro modelling, 

spatial integration, global statistical systems, nexuses, teaching sustainability). 

Some examples of potential experts and/or resource persons:  

• Representatives from countries which have successfully integrated across their systems 

according to the above-mentioned hierarchy of integration in Box 2; 

• Resource persons from business community who integrated production processes; and 

• Experts working in national planning ministry integrating national development plans. 

 

5. Timing and venue 

The seminar is scheduled to take place from 11 to 13 December 2017 at the UN Conference Centre 

in Bangkok, Thailand.  

 

6. Provisional agenda outline 

Opening and introduction to the seminar objectives and expected outcomes 

Session 1: Integrated systems 

Session 2: Process integration 

Session 3: Data integration 

Session 4: Concept integration 

Session 5: Disciplinary integration 

Session 6: Practical steps toward systems integration  

Each session will include background panel presentations, showcasing good practices followed by 

expert discussion.  

 

 


