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ESCAP-GTI International Seminar on Trade Facilitation 
in North-East Asia 

The Trade-Transport Facilitation Nexus:  
Developments and Possible Approaches for North-East Asia  

12 December 2019, Changchun, China 
 

Background 
 
The Digital and Sustainable Trade Facilitation Report: Asia-Pacific 2019, released in September 2019, 
presented results of the UN Global Survey on Digital and Sustainable Trade Facilitation 
covering 46 countries in the Asia-Pacific region.1 The Report indicated that regional 
implementation rate of about 53 trade facilitation measures increased by over 10% compared to 
the results of a similar survey conducted in 2017. Progress varied across subregions, with East 
and North-East Asia having achieved the highest average level of implementation at 79.3% 
relative to other subregions.  
 
While work on trade facilitation in East and North-East Asia is advancing well, progress in 
other key elements of connectivity needs to also keep pace in order to achieve seamless 
connectivity in line with sustainable development. In this light, there is opportunity to further 
amplify the progress achieved in trade facilitation by strengthening its linkages with progress 
achieved in transport facilitation, another important component of connectivity. Transport 
connectivity has played an influential role in shaping and further deepening regional 
integration in Asia and the Pacific. Work continues to further increase the efficiency of transport 
connectivity in North-East Asia, for instance on transport facilitation, in light of emerging 
technologies, shifting configurations of production networks as well as the presence of 
economic and transport corridors in the subregion. In addition, East and North-East Asia is 
home to frontier economies at the helm of technological advances, which can be applied on both 
trade and transport initiatives in an integrated manner.  
 
In this regard, ESCAP East and North-East Asia Office together with the Greater Tumen 
Initiative (GTI) Secretariat are co-organizing the ESCAP-GTI International Seminar on Trade 
Facilitation in North-East Asia 2019 with the theme “The Trade-Transport Facilitation Nexus: 
Developments and Possible Approaches for North-East Asia”. Organized since 2011, the Seminar 
brings together senior government officials as well as other practitioners involved in trade, 
including trade facilitation, to share policy perspectives and have informed discussions on 
strategic and topical issues. Held annually in conjunction with the GTI Trade and Investment 

 
1 https://www.unescap.org/resources/digital-and-sustainable-trade-facilitation-report-asia-pacific-2019    
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Committee Meetings, the Seminar is one of the regular initiatives under the ESCAP-GTI 
development cooperation which covers policy areas of mutual interests, including transport, 
trade and energy.      
 
Objectives 
 
Following the results of the UN Global Survey on Digital and Sustainable Trade Facilitation and 
guided by the overall theme for the 2019 Seminar of “The Trade-Transport Facilitation Nexus:  
Developments and Possible Approaches for North-East Asia”, the main objective of the 
Seminar is to strengthen policymaking capacities to identify approaches to further advance 
trade facilitation in the subregion. To achieve this, the Seminar will:  

1. discuss global and subregional achievements and challenges on digital and sustainable 
trade facilitation, including cross-border paperless trade; 

2. exchange information on country best practices on implementing trade facilitation 
policies/initiatives; and  

3. identify the linkages between trade and transport facilitation in the context of North-
East Asia.             

 
Participants 
 
Participation is by invitation. Participants will consist of members from the GTI Trade and 
Investment Committee and GTI Customs Sub-committee. Member of the UNNExT Task Force 
on Electronic Data Exchange: North-East Asia will also attend as observers. To the extent 
possible, local participants working on trade issues will also be invited as observers, including 
relevant local government units, business groups, and academe in the host country/province 
(i.e. Changchun, Jilin Province, China).  
 
Organization 
 
The Seminar will be conducted in English and all documentation will be in English.  
 
Provisional Programme 
 
Opening  
 
Session 1: Digital and Sustainable Trade Facilitation in Asia and the Pacific  
 

 Global and subregional results of the UN Global Survey on Digital and Sustainable Trade 
Facilitation 2019  

 Cross-border paperless trade 
 
Session 2: Country Highlights – Best Practices on Trade Facilitation  
 

 Each country will share best practices on trade facilitation measures based on the results 
of the UN Survey 2019. 
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Session 3: Trade-Transport Facilitation Nexus – Developments and Possible Approaches for 
North-East Asia 
 

 Trade and transport facilitation: Common policy issues/areas  
 Information exchange: Prospects for joined/harmonized trade and transport data 

exchange  
 Trade and transport facilitation: The value chain perspective   
 Trade and transport facilitation issues: Railways 

 
Way Forward and Closing 

 
Further details on the seminar, including the annotated programme, are available from the 
ESCAP SRO-ENEA website (https://www.unescap.org/subregional-office/east-north-east-
asia) and the GTI Secretariat website (http://www.tumenprogramme.org/).  
 
Contacts 
 
Ms. Ma. Fideles SADICON, Economic Affairs Officer, ESCAP  
ma.fideles.sadicon@un.org 
+82 32 458 6620 
Mr. SHIN Sanghoon, Programme Advisor, GTI Secretariat 
sanghoon.shin@undp.org 
+86 10 6532 5543 (ext. 20) 
 


