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Parallel Session II 

THEME:  SDGs AND INCLUSIVE GROWTH IN SOUTH ASIA 

 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at its 

core, was adopted by Member States of the United Nations in September 2015, including by all South 

Asian countries. Despite sustained high levels of economic growth in the subregion, poverty, food 

insecurity and social exclusion persist. South Asia therefore stands to gain much from the 

transformational opportunity provided by the 2030 Agenda to adopt inclusive and sustainable 

development pathways that leave no one behind, and harness innovative development practices, 

partnerships and technologies. Given the significant population of the subregion and its share global 

poverty, the stakes are high. If South Asia falls behind, then the world cannot achieve the SDGs.  

 

The 2030 Agenda is gaining solid traction in the subregion, with most member states having established 

mechanisms across multiple agencies to efficiently coordinate the implementation of the SDGs. 

However, the complexity, scope and level of ambition of the 2030 Agenda call for ever more 

coordination and collaborative partnerships, in keeping also with Goal 17 on strengthened means of 

implementation and a revitalized Global Partnership for Sustainable Development. Two years into the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda, the proposed session will review the means to further strengthen 

implementation efforts of the Agenda and its means of implementation, through deeper regional 

cooperation and integration and the leverage of existing expertise, innovative and collaborative 

mechanisms and platforms. 

  

The session aims to address the following issues/questions, among others: 

• Take stock of the subregion’s progress against the 2030 Agenda, key challenges/gaps and 

priority actions to address shared vulnerabilities 

• Identify the game changers to accelerate broad-based inclusive development and develop more 

participatory growth models, exploring good and innovative practices from the subregion   

• Identify the shared vulnerabilities in the subregion and the key leverage points for priority 

actions 

• Which policies or approach could help expedite progress for the society, the furthest behind, 

and encourage inclusive and sustainable development models? 

• What could be the contours of a regional roadmap for implementing the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development? 

• What are some of the root causes to be tackled/the vicious circles to be broken to achieve greater 

equality and environmental protection? 

• What are the new forms of partnerships required and how to ensure inclusive partnerships for 

transformational change? 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Parallel Session VIII 

THEME: TRADE FACILITATION, TRANSIT AND CONNECTIVITY ISSUES 

 

South Asia’s intraregional trade has been severely constrained by the high cost of doing trade in the 

region.  At 112 per cent, the ad-valorem cost of intraregional trade in South Asia is over twice that of 

East Asia, among the most connected regions of the world. Hard and soft infrastructure constraints in 

transport and transit contribute significantly to such costs. Addressing these constraints has gained 

salience in the context of falling tariff barriers and the imperative of being part of global production 

networks for achieving manufacturing-led structural transformation. Transport facilitation along cross-

border land transport corridors is critical for realizing South Asia’s trade potential, estimated at more 

than three times the actual figure. While existing international carriageways and land transport 

infrastructure are getting crowded with increase in trade, putting upward pressure on marginal cost of 

transportation, missing links, heterogeneous transport regulations and the requirement of transhipment 

at borders have been limiting the development of land transport corridors. In addition to these 

challenges, issues of inadequate transit facilitation measures further diminish the trade prospects of 

landlocked countries in the subregion.  

 

The session aims to address the following issues/questions, among others: 

• Synergies of SAARC corridors with BIMSTEC, SASEC and other overlapping multilateral 

corridor development projects in South Asia as well as with the Asian Highways and Trans-

Asian Railway networks promoted by UNESCAP; 

• Infrastructural projects such as the Integrated Check Posts (ICPs) equipped with cargo 

complexes, parking spaces, immigration services and other facilities; 

• Customs modernization and other trade facilitation reforms—paperless trade, single window, 

electronic payments, harmonization and mutual recognition of certifications and tests, banking 

facilities at border posts—in the region, including through the WTO Trade Facilitation 

Agreement; 

• Subregional transport facilitation agreements such as the Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal 

Motor Vehicle Agreement (BBIN MVA) 

• Transit issues and special requirements of landlocked countries in the subregion. Can transit 

arrangements be concluded at the regional level and shielded from political events?    

• Safety and security concerns of cross-border cargo transport: Developments such as Electronic 

Cargo Tracking Systems (eCTS), ICT and its role in trade facilitation, using geographical 

information systems (GIS) technologies   

 

  

 

 


