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Strengthening Development of Least Developed Countries in Asia and 

the Pacific to support implementation of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development 
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Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
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Background: 

 

Due to a combination of low level of human development, low level of economic diversification 

and low level of income, 12 of the Asia-Pacific region’s economies are classified as least 

developed countries (LDCs).1 Economies in this classification are among the most vulnerable in 

the world as they continue to face structural challenges of low productivity, low economic base, 

low development and multiple other vulnerabilities, including those stemming from climate 

change.  

 

While rates of extreme poverty have seen consistent declines in LDCs, these economies need to 

urgently strengthen their development. As highlighted in the Istanbul Programme of Action for 

Least Developed Countries, of particular relevance to LDCs is strengthening productive capacities 

and addressing rural development, where most of the population in these economies lives in and 

depends upon the rural sector. Indeed, productivity needs to increase particularly in agriculture 

(and aquaculture) to eradicate poverty and hunger. 

 

Overcoming the development challenges that LDCs face, and implementing the ambitious 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development will require considerable resources. While LDCs have been 

successful to some extent in increasing available domestic resources, official development 

assistance (ODA) and resources from development partners will remain particularly important for 

                                                
1 These are Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, Kiribati, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste, Tuvalu and Vanuatu. 
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these economies. In particular, notwithstanding the important role of continued North-South 

cooperation, South-South, and triangular cooperation as well as regional cooperation and 

integration, in enhancing knowledge-sharing, capacity-building, technology transfer, will become 

increasingly important for LDCs. 

 

In recent years, China, Japan, Republic of Korea and the Russian Federation from the East and 

North-East Asia subregion, have become key players of development cooperation for the ESCAP 

region. These countries are characterized by their experience as recipients and donors of 

development aid in recent history, as well as their importance in the development assistance 

either as OECD/DAC members (Japan and Republic of Korea) or emerging/re-emerging donors 

(China and the Russian Federation). The countries in this subregion also have strong tendency 

to give higher weight to assistance related to economic development. They are already providing 

a larger share of their assistance to LDCs. For instance, almost half of gross total disbursement 

of ODA by Japan, and almost 40 per cent by ROK was allocated to LDCs in 2013, compared to 

less than 13 per cent and 16 per cent in 2000, respectively. Similarly, the White paper on China’s 

foreign aid (2014) states that over 50% of its foreign assistance goes to LDCs. The growing 

importance of emerging donors is also exemplified by recent initiatives to establish, for instance, 

the New Development Bank, the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and the Belt and Road 

Initiative. 

 

In view of the increasing pool of players providing financial resources for development, and as 

recognized in the Accra Agenda for Action, improving the complementarity of donor efforts and 

the division of labour among donors can reduce the fragmentation of aid and improve its 

effectiveness.2 Given the wealth of experience gained during their transformation from recipients 

to providers of development assistance and their growing significance in various forms of 

development cooperation, cooperation among North-East Asian countries in development 

assistance for LDCs will potentially bring significant benefits to recipient countries. It is therefore 

important to bring the perspective of key development partners together with least developed 

countries of the Asia-Pacific region to provide a platform for the exchange of information between 

development partners on development needs, to ensure that development priorities are aligned, 

and to strengthen regional cooperation and integration. 

 

Objectives: 

  

1. To identify development priorities and challenges of LDCs in the region by reviewing 

progress of these countries in implementing the Istanbul Programme of Action (IPoA). 

                                                
2 In Accra, Ghana, on 4 September 2008, developed and developing countries came together 
and endorsed the Accra Agenda for Action (AAA) in which developing countries committed to 
taking control of their own future, donors pledged to co-ordinate better amongst themselves, 
and all agreed to be more accountable to each other. 
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2. To enhance the technical capacities of policy makers in LDCs to prepare national policies 

that align to global programmes of action and to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. 

3. To identify the potential role of development cooperation by North-East Asian countries to 

assist LDCs in their development and to increase the capacity of policymakers and 

researchers from LDCs and other stakeholders on ways to effectively leverage 

development partnerships with economies in East and North-East Asia. 

4. To enhance regional economic cooperation and integration with least developed 

countries, in order to strengthen development cooperation and smoothen their transition 

in graduating from the category of least developed country.  

Organization and Participation: 
  

The participants will comprise government officials from government departments in LDCs, 

relevant officials that are in charge of national planning/development planning and ministries of 

finance. The event will include presentations given by experts/researchers and practitioners 

(including bilateral donor agencies) of development cooperation in North-East Asian countries, 

along with participants from relevant International and/or regional organizations. 

Documentation: 
 

ESCAP will disseminate technical background notes for the event. Please visit the ESCAP 

website for further information about the least developed countries and the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development and to see other documents related to the workshop: 

http://www.unescap.org/events/csn-ldc-workhop-in-cambodia.  
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