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Background 

At the 2018 Midterm Review of the Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and 

Development,  ESCAP member States renewed their commitment to the Programme of Action of the 

International Conference on Population and Development and the 2013 Ministerial Declaration. They 

identified the following achievements and challenges with a focus on youth and adolescents, older 

persons and migrants:  

1. Empowering youth and adolescents to harness their potential is key to addressing the challenges 

of youth integration today, and healthy lifelong ageing going forward. About 60 per cent of the 

world’s youth reside in Asia-Pacific. They are driving change in many parts of the region and many of 

them are advancing to become the leaders of tomorrow. However, they are often exposed to 

different vulnerabilities, particularly related to sexuality and reproductive health, transitioning into 

adulthood and finding decent work and full employment.   

2. Population ageing is a megatrend in Asia-Pacific expected to accelerate in the future. Older 

persons are a tremendous asset to society whose rights need to be protected. They contribute to 

sustainable development through their work and the unpaid care they provide and their active 

engagement in their communities. At the same time, they need support. Providing universal social 

protection to older persons remains a challenge and priority to governments.  

3. Migration is another megatrend in the region with the majority of the migrants being South-South 

migrants. They contribute to economic development and poverty reduction. However, lacking 

documentation or facing restrictive laws and administrative barriers, they often do not have access 

to social protection systems. They also face discrimination, abuse and exploitation. Natural disasters, 

often climate-change related, and political turmoil force people to migrate as well. Addressing safe, 

orderly and regular migration remains a challenge for countries in Asia-Pacific. 

Objective 

This side event will highlight the main findings of the 2018 Midterm Review and its contribution to 

achieving relevant Goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda. It will identify areas of progress and challenges 

to the full implementation of the actions of the Ministerial Declaration and the implications for 

sustainable development in the region.  
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Key Questions 

• What are the challenges faced by adolescents and youth, older persons and migrants with 

regards to population and development? What steps are being taken to overcome these 

challenges? 

• How does climate change threaten the gains made with regards to population and development?  

• How does the further implementation of the Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on 

Population and Development support the achievement of the 2030 Agenda? 

Programme 

13.00-13.10 Opening remarks 

• Mr. Kaveh Zahedi, Deputy Executive Secretary, ESCAP  

• Mr. Björn Andersson, Regional Director, Asia and the Pacific Office, UNFPA 
 

13.10-13.45 Panel discussion 
 Moderator: Mr. Kaveh Zahedi, Deputy Executive Secretary, ESCAP  

 
Panellists 

• H.E. Ms. Meresini Vuniwaqa, Minister for Women, Children and Poverty 

Alleviation, Fiji 

• Dr. Juan Antonio Perez III, Under-Secretary and Executive Director, 
Commission on Population and Development, the Philippines 

• Mr. Sangeet Kayastha, Coordinator Asia-Pacific Centre, Y-Peer  

• Dr. Sureeporn Punpuing, Associate Professor, Institute for Population and 
Social Research, Mahidol University 
 

13.45-14.00 Question and answers 
 

 

Contact persons 

Ms. Sabine Henning 
Chief, Sustainable Demographic Transition Section, ESCAP 
hennings@un.org 
 
Ms. Galanne Deressa 
Programme Specialist, UNPA, Asia and the Pacific 
deressa@unfpa.org 


