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CONCEPT NOTE 
 

Background 

Managing rapidly growing cities and their urban regions is one of the most critical challenges facing 
Asia and the Pacific, and this is especially so with regards to the relationship of urban development 
and natural resources. Of all natural resources, energy, water and food are the most essential to 
sustain development efforts – but they are also the most vulnerable to future demand. At the 
2014 General Assembly thematic debate on Water, Sanitation and Sustainable Energy in the Post-
2015 Development Agenda, the Secretary General forewarned that by 2030 the world will need at 
least 50 per cent more food, 45 per cent more energy and 30 per cent more water. Much of this 
demand is being driven by cities, and their urbanizing regions.  The Asia-Pacific region faces specific 
problems resulting from its energy and resource-intensive growth patterns. 

 
In Asia-Pacific, it is evident that managing the resource footprint of cities calls for institutional 
coordination and other forms of collaboration - which has rarely been evident in policy or practice. 
The majority of cities/municipal administrations in Asia-Pacific continue to plan and manage along 
sectorial lines and within municipal boundaries, and rarely in a coordinated and integrative manner. 
Consequently, they are not able to fully utilize the interaction and synergies between water, energy 
and food security and the potential co-benefits arising from integrated resource management. 
 
Urbanisation in Asia and the Pacific regional has important global implications.  In 2014, 60 per cent 
(4.3 million) of the worldwide urban population was living in the region with 17 megacities. According 
to United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), material use in this region increased from 5.7 to 
37 billion tonnes per year between 1970 and 2010 which is approximately 53 per cent of the global 
material consumption. The region utilizes 3 kilograms of materials to produce one dollar of GDP 
whereas the rest of the world uses only 1 kilogram per dollar of GDP. What is more, the World Bank 
estimates that the generation of waste per day in the region will increase from 1 million tonnes in 
2012 to around 2.5 million tonnes, by 2025. However, even with high, unsustainable consumption 
patterns, there is large potential to improve the management and efficiency of materials and 
resources. 

 
The “nexus” approach aims at integrated planning and management processes of the key sectors of 
energy, water and food, and this can contribute substantially to the long-term sustainable 
development of rapidly growing cities in their regions. It is crucial, in this context, to involve 
municipal, subnational, national and supra-regional actors and utilities towards more integrated 
planning and management of the nexus sectors. 

 
Against this background, the project on “Integrated Resource Management in Asian Cities: the Urban 

Nexus” is assisting 12 cities and seven countries in Asia to adopt a nexus approach, developing nexus 

projects and integrating the nexus approach into urban planning. The project is implemented by GIZ 

in partnership with ESCAP and ICLEI and with funding from the German Federal Ministry for 

Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ).  In the project, partner cities’ establishment of 
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nexus task forces has enabled inter-sectorial cooperation of municipal administrations. Peer-to-peer 

learning has strengthened the regional exchange between the participating cities regarding inter-

sectorial experience sharing, exchange of respective best practices, and South-South cooperation.  

Thus far, six regional workshops have been organized under the project in June and December 2013 
in Bangkok, Thailand; in June 2014 in Da Nang, Viet Nam; in November 2014 in Ulaanbaatar, 
Mongolia; June 2015 in Chiangmai, Thailand; and June 2016 in Santa Rosa, Philippines. The regional 
workshops have provided a platform for participating cities t o  exchange experiences and for 
multi- stakeholder dialogue between cities, regional/provincial and national governments, meso 
level organizations, academia and research institutions, the  private sector, networks of cities and 
international financing organizations. 

 
One of key objectives of the project will be to disseminate the Nexus approach at the global, 
regional and national level, whereby ESCAP, GIZ and ICLEI continue the efforts to embed the 
nexus approach into the national policies of the partner countries. The integration of the Nexus 
approach in national policies will also help with implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, the New Urban Agenda of the United Nations Conference on Housing and 
Sustainable Development (Habitat III), and the Paris Climate Agreement. 

 
Objective & Expected Outcomes 

The overall objective of the Seventh Regional Workshop is to develop 10-12 policy     
recommendations for adopting nexus approaches at the local level based on an urban nexus 
framework and enabling dimensions consisting of governance, inclusive-decision making, urban 
planning, finance/business practices, and science, technology and innovation (STI). The policies will 
make linkages to the implementation of 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the outcomes 
of the United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Development (Habitat III). 

 

In achieving the objective, the sessions will: 

• Review progress towards planning and implementing project activities and share good 
practices on practical and on-going urban nexus initiatives and city level infrastructure 
development that have resulted in positive impacts, ranging from large-scale infrastructure 
investment models to smaller projects. 

• Renew and provide a political commitment to the global agendas and adopt a set of principles 
for cooperating and sharing knowledge between urban nexus participating cities. 

 

Audience and Participants 
An estimated 100 international and local participants will be attending the workshop, including: 

 
1. Local government officials from the Urban Nexus partner cities. 
2. National and sub-national government officials from the countries of the partner cities from 

relevant departments, line ministries and provincial governments. 
3. Representatives of city networks, international organizations, international financing 

institutions, academic organizations, private sector enterprises and other relevant 
stakeholders with an interest in integrated resource management. 


