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I. Background 

 

As the continued improvement of living standards has increased life expectancy, along 

with the sharp decline in fertility, population is ageing rapidly in East and North-East Asia 

(ENEA). According to UN, the number of older persons aged 65 and above in this subregion is 

expected to increase from 200 million in 2015 to more than 300 million in 2030. Three countries 

within the subregion are particularly noteworthy, China has the largest population of older 

persons in the world, Japan has the highest percentage of older persons in the world, and the 

Republic of Korea (ROK) has the highest rate of population ageing in the world.1 

 

Population ageing presents significant economic and social challenges. The problem of 

shrinking labor force is commonly faced by China, Japan, ROK and other ENEA countries. The 

demand for social services, such as health services and social protection, will also increase as 

society ages. In this regard, the utilization of technology and innovation could help improve the 

convenience and accuracy of ageing services and satisfy the diversified demands by older persons, 

while at the same time reduce costs. In addition, technologies can prolong economically active 

age of older persons, providing income earning opportunities for them while complementing the 

shrinking labour force.   

 

In China, the use of technology for ageing (smart ageing) has started since 2012 and has 

been put into nation-wide promotion after advocacy and piloting. In 2017, National Health 

Commission, Ministry of Industry and Information Technology and Ministry of Civil Affairs 

jointly issued “The Action Plan for Smart Ageing Industry Development (2017-2020)”, which is 

the first national plan on smart ageing industry development. The above three ministries then 

 
1 United Nations, 2019 Revision of World Population Prospects. Available at https://population.un.org/wpp/ 
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issued “the Notice on the Pilot and Demonstration Project of Smart Ageing Industry Application” 

in July 2017, requesting to set up demonstration projects of smart ageing. 

 

Japan and ROK have started earlier than China on smart ageing with in-depth studies and 

wide applications as well as a series of relevant policies. Sharing knowledge and best practices 

on the use of technology for ageing among those countries are mutually beneficial to address 

their common challenges. In this respect, a thorough understanding, discussion and analysis on 

related policies is particularly important.  

 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Madrid International Plan of 

Action on Ageing (MIPAA) are important instruments to overcome the challenges and grasp the 

opportunities presented by population ageing. Specifically, the latest review and appraisal of the 

MIPAA2 highlighted the need to expand and harness scientific research, expertise and technology 

to address the social and health implications of ageing.  

 

In this regard, China National Committee on Ageing (CNCA), the United Nations 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), Renmin University of China 

(RUC) and United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) will jointly organize a meeting to facilitate 

experiences and practices sharing on smart ageing for East and North-East Asian countries for 

policy makers, academia and civil society organizations, and to discuss and make relevant 

recommendations. The meeting will also help identify specific areas for further research and 

regional collaboration. 

 

II. Theme for the Meeting – Technology for Ageing 

 

“2019 International Meeting on Technology for Ageing in East and North-East Asia” 

constitutes two parts: 1) Analysis on relevant ENEA countries’ policy frameworks on technology 

for ageing and 2) Current researches and applications of technology for ageing.  

 

Session 1 will emphasis on the policy framework regarding technology for ageing. While 

some countries have already established health care as a new investment priority in their 

technology and innovation policies, this session will concentrate on how to design policy 

framework that ensures smooth piloting and application of new technologies as well as potential 

areas of intergovernmental cooperation. 

 

Session 2 will focus on how to leverage technology to improve the quality of life of older 

persons. Cases from the subregion will be discussed to facilitate experience sharing. The 

 
2 United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific. Asia-Pacific Intergovernmental 
Meeting on the Third Review and Appraisal of the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing. 
Available at: https://www.unescap.org/events/asia-pacific-intergovernmental-meeting-third-review-
and-appraisal-madrid-international-plan 

https://www.unescap.org/events/asia-pacific-intergovernmental-meeting-third-review-and-appraisal-madrid-international-plan
https://www.unescap.org/events/asia-pacific-intergovernmental-meeting-third-review-and-appraisal-madrid-international-plan
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discussion will include the role of technology in health care and life services, covering emerging 

technologies such as artificial intelligence, the Internet of Things, robotics and video health in 

improving health of older persons. Also, the application of technology in enhancing social 

participation of older persons will be explored. For example, social ties can be promoted through 

virtual and digital technologies, and face-to-face communication can be increased through 

improved physical mobility, so that older persons can live a happier, more positive, and 

meaningful life. Finally, technologies that improve economic engagement of older persons will 

be presented. 

 

III. Participant 

 

About 100 participants will be expected from government agencies, academic institutions, 

United Nations, international organizations, non-governmental organizations, the private sector, 

etc., in countries in East and North-East Asia and other countries or regions.  


