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This one-day workshop will bring together national policymakers from within the Ministries 

of Energy, Resources, Environment, and Rural Development of the participating countries at 

the ESCAP Headquarters in order to initiate the Project on Evidence-based Policies for the 

Sustainable Use of Energy. This concept note contains a project brief and the prospective 

agenda of the workshop. 

 

Project Brief: Evidence-based Policies for the Sustainable Use of Energy Resources in 

the Asia-Pacific Region 

 

The primary objective of this project is to strengthen capacities of policymakers in Asia and 

the Pacific to develop evidence-based policy and planning for sustainable use of energy 

resources at national and regional levels. The expected accomplishments by policymakers in 

target countries are twofold – 1) increased capacity to assess energy development trends and 

future scenarios using data, policy and analytical tools, and 2) apply knowledge gained from 

informational tools and project activities to evidence-based policymaking efforts.  

 

The first step will be an assessment of policymaker informational needs. The project will 

focus on working with national policymakers within Ministries of Energy, Resources, 

Environment and Rural Development, and partnering with ACE, SEC, CAREC and SPC. An 

initial understanding of how data, policy examples from other countries, and best practices 

are utilized within national decision-making processes will be required to establish baselines 

and inform project implementers on the most effective course to improving the Asia Pacific 

Energy Portal and particularization of project activities. It also will conduct assessments of 

the readiness of governments for implementing SDG 7. The workshop on methods for 

integrating informational resources into the decision-making process will engage a broader 

set of stakeholders, including NGOs working in the energy field from both social, resources 

and environmental aspects; private sector energy investors and developers who are working 

on technical and financial aspects; research institutions providing insights into resource 

consumption patterns, technology development, and new energy resource management 
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approaches, as well as subregional organizations that focus on subregional cooperation on 

sustainable energy development. Emphasis will be placed on understanding how social 

considerations, including gender, as well as environmental and economic considerations, 

including private sector engagement, link with current and future resource management and 

utilization scenarios. Engagement with policymakers during and following an inception 

meeting will generate the baselines and provide the opportunity for policymakers and other 

stakeholders to offer input into the further development of the Asia Pacific Energy Portal that 

will best cater to policymaking requirements, ensuring relevance and applicability of 

information.  

 

Increasing the quantity and quality of data is important to achieving strengthened evidence 

based policies, though beyond the scope of this project. Rather, the focus will be on 

identifying, assessing, and applying existing information available within a learning 

environment that draws from the experiences of both target and other Asia-Pacific countries. 

Data remains a lagging indicator of development trends, whereas policy is a leading indicator 

of future outcomes. Therefore, policy cases and their resulting impacts will be examined 

through drawing new linkages between policy approaches and data that demonstrates the 

development outcome. 

 

The Asia Pacific Energy Portal, including web based data and policy information, provides 

centralization and accessibility of the information demanded by the policymaking process. 

Data and policy information is web-based, and offered through a highly interactive interface 

that offers easy review, exploration, comparison, and export of information. Further tools for 

analysis and scenario modeling, including factors such as the introduction of new policies or 

energy market and technology development, could be included for determining the best 

options for improving energy resource management. 

 

In regard to statistics, the project will primarily focus on analysis and application of 

broadened statistical knowledge in order to better inform decision-making efforts. Effectively 

applying statistics to policymaking requires understanding underlying assumptions and the 

level of reliability of data. This project will not seek to address production of statistics, but 

rather improved awareness around how they can be used.  

 

National workshops will be held to thoroughly introduce policymakers to the Asia Pacific 

Energy Portal’s functionality, the information it contains, and the means through which new 

information can be added. Policymakers will learn to use the platform, provide feedback, and 

have the opportunity to offer new inputs such as data, maps and policy information related to 

energy resource reserves, potential, production, distribution and consumption. Using the 

platform’s centralized and comprehensive information, policymakers will be introduced to 

methods of assessment, targeting resource management and use patterns in relation to 

national growth trends and other countries of relevant development context. Analytical skills 

will be introduced, including data analysis and interpretation, identification of data 

limitations, and multi-dimensional development assessment. Following these national 

workshops, policymakers are expected to have improved capacity to access and utilize 

resource data and policy information to identify national development challenges that could 
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be targeted with new or improved policies. Continued advisory services will reinforce these 

skills and enable ongoing new informational inputs. 

 

To continue to build policymaker capacity, resource use scenarios to the year 2050 will be 

introduced to decision-makers through two annual subregional seminars. The expertise of 

national, subregional and international organizations will be drawn upon to provide outlooks 

for energy resource availability, demand, and use. The following scenarios will be addressed: 

baseline (business-as-usual), resource efficiency, and sustainability transition through 

systems and governance innovation. Seminar participants will be guided on how scenarios 

can be combined with existing data and policy information to improve decision-making 

processes. Information on scenarios developed during these seminars will be incorporated 

into the portal, and updated as new scenarios are produced.  

 

Following the above activities, a study report will be prepared, synthesizing information 

gained from the Asia Pacific Energy Portal, the workshops, national inputs, and international 

experts. It will offer an account of resource reserves, production, and consumption trends and 

future outlook, as well as offer lessons learned from project countries and their varying 

approaches to resources management. This compendium of information gained from project 

activities, as well as the conclusions drawn regarding effective policy approaches, will serve 

as a valuable knowledge product for participating project countries and regional 

policymakers. 

 

In accordance with each of the target country’s priorities, national workshops will be held to 

support policymakers to apply newly gained information and skills towards the development 

of new or revised resource management policies. Focus will be on the identification of 

specific policy actions that can be achieved and that, based on evidence and analysis, will 

provide positive benefits supporting sustainable resource use.  Appropriate expertise and 

ongoing advisory services will be provided with the objective that new, evidence-base 

legislation will be introduced in each of the project countries. In addition, attention will be 

paid to the institutionalization of evidence-based decision-making utilizing the tools and 

methods introduced during the project. Outreach to relevant ministry officials to demonstrate 

country-specific advantages gained from project activities.  

 

To bring the project to a close, a regional workshop, tying in with ESCAP’s annual policy 

dialogue on the sustainable use of energy, will be organized with participation of government 

officials, civil society and the private sector. From-the-ground experiences, policy 

achievements, and lessons learned will inform discussion on the opportunities for continuing 

to expand the regional knowledge base, potential areas of cooperation, and policy actions to 

be taken in the area of sustainable resource management.  
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Agenda of the Inception Event 
 

9:00 – 9:15 Opening  

 

9:15 – 9:30 Project Presentation 

 

9:30 – 10:45 

Session 1:  The Role of Data in Policy-making 

 

This session will be devoted to understanding how data is produced and 

utilized within national decision-making processes. The participating 

representatives will present on how data on energy issues is collected in 

their countries, how it is utilized, and identify successful practices as 

well as the most pressing issues regarding data availability and 

accessibility. 

 

10:45 – 11:00 Coffee Break 

11:00 – 12:15 Session 1 : The Role of Data in Policy-making (continue) 

12:15 – 13:15 Lunch 

13:15 – 15:00 

     

Session 3: The Asia Pacific Energy Portal 

 

In this session, the Asia Pacific Energy Portal will be introduced, 

demonstrating its collection of data and tools, including some examples 

of how it could be applied for policy-making. Participants will engage 

in an exercise in the application of the Portal. 

 

15:00– 15:15 Coffee Break 

15:15 – 17:00 

 

Session 4: Closing the Gaps 

 

The final session will build on the knowledge gained regarding the use 

of data in the policy-making processes of the participating countries and 

their respective needs as well as the newly gained familiarity with the 

Asia Pacific Energy Platform to identify where the gaps in data 

availability and accessibility are. This information will assist to further 

improve the Asia Pacific Energy Portal and to ensure that policy-

makers can apply it in their work. 

 

17:00 – 17:15 Closing 

 

 


