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International Seminar on Trade Facilitation in North-East Asia 2018  

Cross-border Paperless Trade: In Support of Reinvigorating Trade 

 

4 December 2018, Kemerovo, Russian Federation 

 

Background 

 

Trade issues continue to be at the forefront of various multi-lateral and multi-sectoral policy 

dialogues, predictably, with the further escalation of trade tensions broadly acknowledged as a 

key risk dimming global economic prospects in the medium-term (ADB, Sep 2018; IMF, Oct 2018). 

In recent months, general spoken rhetoric turned into real concerns as risks manifested at several 

fronts—from the tariff impositions taken by major economies at the center of the current trade war 

to the reported evident increase in new trade-restrictive measures applied by economies, 

including stricter customs procedures (WTO, July 2018). Numerous estimates on the impact of 

the on-going trade conflict—both direct (e.g. trade and output growth) and secondary (e.g. 

financial markets, investment/business confidence) effects—further articulate the challenges to 

be faced by economies. Amidst increased uncertainty, there is an urgent call to uphold the vital 

role of an open and rules-based trade system as an engine of inclusive economic growth and 

sustainable development, working towards uplifting people’s welfare (WTO-IMF-World Bank, Sep 

2018).  

 

Within this context, trade facilitation continues to serve as an important area to reinforce such role 

of trade. Genuine reduction of trade costs translates to inclusivity and equitable gains from trade. 

Transparent, predictable, and simplified procedures to transport goods across borders lead to 

broader participation in trade, including of small and medium sized firms, as well as enhanced 

consumer welfare resulting from wider choices of goods at lower prices. Cognizant of such 

benefits, work on trade facilitation has gained traction through the years, achieving a recent 

impetus as the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement entered into force on 22 February 2017. Critical 

to keep the momentum going is to ensure that related initiatives are not only prompt in addressing 

existing bottlenecks and constraints but are also forward-looking, including leveraging on the use 

of technology and innovation to further expedite the movement of goods. In this respect, various 

initiatives on cross-border paperless trade has contributed to make international trade more 

efficient and transparent in an increasingly interconnected global economy, including ESCAP’s 

Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific.  

 

The Northeast Asian region1 is well-positioned to actively pursue initiatives on cross-border 

paperless trade, in particular, and on trade facilitation, in general. Recent intra-regional trade data 

illustrate a subregional trade landscape where member economies have varying levels of trade 

                                                           
1 Composed of People’s Republic of China (China), Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), Japan, 
Mongolia, Republic of Korea (Korea), and Russian Federation (Russia).    
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integration with the subregion. Most economies, except for China and Korea, exhibited higher 

intra-regional shares in 2017 relative to 2005.  Russia’s intra-regional trade share doubled in 2017 

from its 2005 share. DPRK and Mongolia rely heavily on the subregion for a significant amount of 

their total trade, however, the need for diversification in terms of exports destinations and products 

remains a concern. There is much room to reinvigorate intra-regional trade in Northeast Asia, duly 

supported by subregional trade facilitation initiatives such as cross-border paperless trade. Now 

is an opportune time for the region, in view of market access restrictions faced elsewhere as well 

as favorable geopolitical developments emerging among Northeast Asian economies. The region 

could learn from the experiences of Northeast Asian economies at the frontier of technological 

innovation, especially on its use on cross-border paperless trade. The shared borders among 

several Northeast Asian economies are natural test beds for pilot projects to jumpstart operations 

of cross-border trade facilitation initiatives.  

 

Work on trade facilitation is a continuing and evolving process and it is important for policy makers 

and practitioners to sustain the progress of work through regular policy dialogues and knowledge 

sharing. To this end, the International Seminar on Trade Facilitation in North-East Asia 

(International Seminar) brings together senior government officials involved with trade policy as 

well as trade practitioners to have informed and focused discussions on policy issues related to 

trade facilitation. Organized by the East and North-East Asia Office (ENEA) of the United Nations 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) with the Greater Tumen 

Initiative (GTI), the International Seminar is held annually since 2011 in conjunction with the 

meetings of the GTI Trade and Investment Committee and GTI Customs Sub-Committee. 

ESCAP, through ENEA, and GTI have had a long-standing development cooperation in areas of 

mutual interests, including trade and investment. 
 

Objectives 
 

In line with the overall theme of “Cross-border Paperless Trade: In Support of Reinvigorating 

Trade”, the 2018 International Seminar aims to: 

 

1. update on the current state of play on trade facilitation in North-East Asia, including key 

policy developments on trade and investment in the region and the global economy; 

2. review the progress of facilitating cross-border paperless trade in North-East Asia and 

beyond, including the progress of several multilateral and subregional initiatives;  

3. exchange country information on national policy initiatives related to trade facilitation, 

including on cross-border paperless trade; and 

4. discuss ways to further enhance the development cooperation between ESCAP and GTI 

on trade and investment, including identification of possible future activities.             

 

Intended Participants 
 

Participation in the International Seminar is by invitation and will be participated in by members 

from the GTI Trade and Investment Committee and GTI Customs Sub-Committee. Members of 

the UNNExT Task Force on Cross-border Electronic Data Exchange will attend as observers.  
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Organization  

The International Seminar will be conducted in English and all documentation will be in English. 

Further details on the International Seminar are available from the ESCAP ENEA website 

(https://www.unescap.org/subregional-office/east-north-east-asia) and the GTI Secretariat 

website (http://www.tumenprogramme.org/).  

 

Provisional Programme 
 

1. Opening  

2. Session 1: Recent Developments on Trade and Trade Facilitation in North-East Asia 

3. Session 2: Facilitating Cross-border Paperless Trade in North-East Asia and Beyond 

4. Session 3: Progress of GTI member countries on Trade Facilitation and Cross-border 

Paperless Trade 

5. Way Forward and Closing 

 

The full annotated programme is available from the websites mentioned above.   

 

Contacts 
 

Ms. Ma. Fideles Sadicon, Economic Affairs Officer, ESCAP ENEA 

ma.fideles.sadicon@un.org 

+82 32 458 6620 

 

Mr. SHIN Sanghoon, Programme Advisor, GTI Secretariat 

sanghoon.shin@undp.org 

+86 10 6532 5543 (ext. 20) 
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