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Abstract 

Asia and the Pacific became majority urban for the first time in history in 2019, with more than 50 per cent of the 

region’s population living in cities. The region’s number of urban dwellers is expected to rise to more than 2.8 billion 

in 2030 and reach nearly 3.5 billion in 2050, which equate to adding four Tokyo-sized cities every year. The Asia-Pacific 

cities of 2030, 2050 and 2100 will be very different from today. They will be cities transformed: in their demographic 

composition, in their implementation of technology and in their wider ecological contexts. The challenges of building 

cities sustainable enough to meet the changing needs of the future will require new ways of thinking and working, as 

well as new kinds of policies, investments, and partnerships. Learning to ask new and better questions and building 

new approaches to tackling old and emerging urban problems will be the role of the participants of this course. ESCAP 

invites you to be part of the co-production of urban solutions to these challenges in Asia and the Pacific by joining this 

course.  

The Seventh Session of the Asia-Pacific Urban Forum (APUF-7), convened in Penang, Malaysia last October, brought 

together more than 5,000 participants from 60 countries to discuss persistent and emerging issues framed by The 

Future of Asian & Pacific Cities Report. The Report outlines four priorities and fifteen policy pathways to realize a 

sustainable urban future in Asia-Pacific covered in this course: urban and territorial planning; urban resilience; smart 

and inclusive cities; and urban finance. Course participants will gain holistic views on urban futures, practical 

frameworks of actions, and concrete best practices to identify policy opportunities to improve urban sustainability 

through a more integrated approach with local and sub-national governments and urban stakeholders to achieve the 

SDGs. Participants can also see the linkages with building back better within the context of COVID-19 recovery, so that 

countries can maximise this opportunity to create smart, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable cities for all. 

Course Structure 

The course is divided into four thematic pillars from The Future of Asian & Pacific Cities Report.   
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15:15-

17:45 

(GMT+7) 

Policy Pathways for a Sustainable Urban Future 

The session explores questions, such as, how do we plan the 

foundations of a sustainable future in our cities? Guard 

against future urban risks? Capitalize on frontier technologies 

to develop people-centred smart cities? Mobilize the 

financing to deliver sustainable urban solutions? 

ESCAP, ADB, Urbanice, 

Ministry of Housing and 

Public Works (Bangladesh), 

Subang Jaya (Malaysia), 

and Naga (Philippines).  
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Method of Delivery 

This Session will be delivered through the interactive dialogue with urban thought leaders to set the overall scene for 

the entire course and provide understanding of the course overview. Following this, there will be two breakout 

sessions, delivered through an interactive learning format. This involves the use of ICT applications that enable groups 

to interact simultaneously, while key insights and questions taken up to the live discussion. 

https://www.apuf7.org/
https://www.unescap.org/publications/future-asian-and-pacific-cities-2019-transformative-pathways-towards-sustainable-urban
https://www.unescap.org/publications/future-asian-and-pacific-cities-2019-transformative-pathways-towards-sustainable-urban
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Policy Pathways for a Sustainable Urban Future 
For 26th November 202. 

Objectives 

This session aims at Identifying policy pathways for sustainable urban future in Asia-Pacific with the following key 

questions:  

- Why are cities critical to achieve the SDGs and how can we create enabling environment to scale up local 

action?  
- What are the opportunities to support a COVID-19 recovery at the city level with a view to “building back 

better”? 
- How can urban and territorial planning framework and investment more actively integrate sustainability and 

livability to build back better from COVID-19 pandemic? 

- How can urban resilience approaches and actions better leverage nature-based solutions and public health 

considerations to support the green recovery from COVID-19? 

- What are the challenges and opportunities that smart city investment can play in transitioning towards 

digital infrastructure system in the post-COVID-19 society? 

- What are the necessary enabling conditions and capacities for cities to leverage long-term, predictable, 

adequate financing to recover sustainably from COVID-19? 

 

Modality 

The session is composed of Introduction to the Future of Asia-Pacific Cities Report (2019), Urban Talk Session, and four 

interactive breakouts. Two sessions occur concurrently over 40 minutes. Each session is attended by one moderator 

and two - three presenters. Each session takes place twice in order to have in-depth discussion to deep dive all four 

pillars of the Future of Asia-Pacific Cities Report (2019). During the session, Miro™ will be used to create an interactive 

set up. The participants would be asked which session she/he likes to join. Accordingly, we allocate people to their 

preferred room. There would be an option for the participants to communicate to the secretariat if they like to change 

via message.  

Timetable 

Time  

15:15 – 15:20 Welcome Remarks and Introductory Presentation 

- Mr. Curt Garrigan, Chief, SUDS, EDD, UNESCAP 

15:20 – 15:30 Introduction to the Future of Asia-Pacific Cities Report 

- Presenter: Mr. Omar Siddique, Economic Affairs Officer, SUDS, ESCAP 

- 2 minutes video of the Report 

15:30 – 16:00 Urban Talk Session 
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Each speaker will be given 5 mins to make a lightening presentation to showcase the urban 

solutions. After that moderator will pose questions to speakers. 

Key questions are:  

- Why are cities critical to achieve the SDGs and how can we create enabling environment 

to scale up local action?  
- What are the opportunities to support a COVID-19 recovery at the city level with a view 

to “building back better”? 
 

Speakers 

- Moderator: Mr. Omar Siddique, SUDS, ESCAP 

- Mr. Nelson Legacion, Mayor of Naga (Philippines) 

- Ms. Noraini Roslan, Mayor, Subang Jaya (Malaysia) 

- Mr. Curt Garrigan, Chief, SUDS, EDD, UNESCAP  

16:00 – 16:40 First Round 

 Breakout 1A: Planning for Urban Resilience?  

- How can urban and territorial planning framework and investment more actively 

integrate sustainability and livability to build back better from COVID-19 pandemic? 

- How can urban resilience approaches and actions better leverage nature-based solutions 

and public health considerations to support the green recovery from COVID-19? 

 

Facilitator: 

- Ms. Norliza Hashim, CEO, Urbanice Malaysia  

 

UNESCAP 

- Mr. Curt Garrigan, Chief, SUDS, ESCAP 

- Mr. Hirotaka Koike, consultant, SUDS, ESCAP. 

Breakout 1B: Financing Smart City? 

Key questions 

- What are the challenges and opportunities that smart city investment can play in 

transitioning towards digital infrastructure system in the post-COVID-19 society? 

- What are the necessary enabling conditions and capacities for cities to leverage long-

term, predictable, adequate financing to recover sustainably from COVID-19? 

 

Facilitator: 

- Mr. Hong Soo Lee, Senior Urban Specialist (Smart Cities), SDSC-URB, ADB 

 

UNESCAP 

- Mr. Omar Siddique, Economic Affairs Officer, SUDS, ESCAP  

16:40 – 16:50 Break and Move between rooms 
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16:50 – 17:30 Second Round 

Breakout 2A: Planning for Urban Resilience?  

- How can urban and territorial planning framework and investment more actively 

integrate sustainability and livability to build back better from COVID-19 pandemic? 

- How can urban resilience approaches and actions better leverage nature-based solutions 

and public health considerations to support the green recovery from COVID-19? 

 

Facilitator: 

- Ms. Norliza Hashim, CEO, Urbanice 

 

UNESCAP 

- Mr. Curt Garrigan, Chief, SUDS, ESCAP 

- Mr. Hirotaka Koike, Consultant, SUDS, ESCAP. 

Breakout 2B: Financing Smart City? 

Key questions 

- What are the challenges and opportunities that smart city investment can play in 

transitioning towards digital infrastructure system in the post-COVID-19 society? 

- What are the necessary enabling conditions and capacities for cities to leverage long-

term, predictable, adequate financing to recover sustainably from COVID-19? 

 

Facilitator: 

- Mr. Hong Soo Lee, Senior Urban Specialist (Smart Cities), SDSC-URB, ADB  

 

UNESCAP 

- Mr. Omar Siddique, Economic Affairs Officer, SUDS, ESCAP  

17:30 – 17:45 Recap and Conclusion 

Facilitators share the outcomes from the breakout sessions. 

 

Moderator: 

- Mr. Curt Garrigan, Chief, SUDS, ESCAP 

 


