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Side Event 

Commemoration of World Water Day 2017  

Launch of the World Water Development Report 2017 on “Wastewater: the Untapped Resource” 

Venue:   UNCC CR3 

Date:  31 March 2017          

Time: 10:00-12:30 hrs.  

Organizers: UNESCO/ ESCAP/RCM TWG on REG/UN-Water 

Background 

International World Water Day has been held annually since 1993 as a means of focusing global attention on 
the importance of freshwater and advocating sustainable management of freshwater resources. The United 
Nations World Water Development Report (WWDR), published annually on the occasion of Commemoration 
of the World Water Day, is the most authoritative publication worldwide of the UN system on the status of 
freshwater resources. This is a result of the unique collaboration among 31 UN-Water members and 38 
international partners under the UN-Water mechanism. The UN World Water Assessment Programme 
(WWAP) of UNESCO coordinates the WWDR production process ensuring that the findings of this key 
thematic review reach out to policy-makers, water managers and the public at large.  

Globally the World Water Day 2017 (WWD2017) is commemorated on Wednesday, 22 March 2017, and will 
launch the World Water Development Report (WWDR) 2017 focusing on the theme “Wastewater: the 
Untapped Resource”.  The preparation of the report was led by UNESCO (United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization) in partnership with other UN agencies, including ESCAP (Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific).  

Scope of the Side Event 

The Asian and Pacific region generates one-third of the world’s GDP and is home to 4.3 billion people, 
representing 60% of the world’s population. Most of the industries driving economic growth depend on a 
reliable quantity and quality of freshwater supply for large parts of their production process. Expanding 
economies and growing cities will need increasing supplies of energy, which will in turn require access to 
additional water resources. As a result of rapid urbanization, industrialization and policy gaps, up to 90 per 
cent of household and industrial wastewaters are currently discharged untreated into the ecosystem.  

Improved wastewater treatment, the increase in water reuse and the recovery of useful by-products support 
the transition to a circular economy by helping reduce water withdrawals and the loss of resources in 
production systems and economic activities. As it was highlighted in the joint policy guidance manual on 
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wastewater management of ESCAP-UN-Habitat-AIT (2015),   through  examples from  China, Australia, 
Republic of Korea, Japan  and countries of South-East Asia and South Asia: the revenue streams coming from 
wastewater by-products, such as fertilizers, biomass, nitrogen and phosphorous, etc., is significantly higher 
than the operational costs of by-product-harvesting wastewater systems. Resource recovery from wastes and 
wastewaters is a viable and profit-producing model for sustainable practice and economic development.  

At the same time, there are challenges. Municipalities and local governments often lack the human and 
financial resources necessary to enforce environmental regulations and improve and maintain water 
infrastructure and services. Maintenance of water infrastructure is a key issue across developed and 
developing countries, often exacerbated by financing and revenue collection deficiencies.  More needs to be 
done across the region to support municipal and local governments in managing wastewater and urban 
runoff, and capturing its resource benefits, towards achievement of the targets of Sustainable Development 
Goals, in particular Goal 6 on water and sanitation and on SDG 11 on inclusive and sustainable cities. 

This side event will engage distinguished experts from member states and regional think-tanks, private 
sector, financial institutions and banks in a discussion on the main theme of WWDR 2017: Wastewater as an 
Untapped Resource and on the ways of managing wastewater more effectively and efficiently in the region.  
New opportunities of applying financing mechanisms and economic instruments for stimulation of the 
wastewater treatment service-providers, facilitated by coherent national policies and strengthened 
coordination of national institutions and local authorities will be highlighted. The panel deliberations would 
generate recommendations for the regional policy makers and practitioners on the way forward within 
Agenda 2030 and SDGs. 

Key Questions 

 If wastewater is a currency would you waste it?  

 What is the most impactful policy lever in the region to address the SDG 6 on water and sanitation for all 
to ensure implementation of SDG 11 on making cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and 
sustainable?  

 How to ensure the wastewater is untapped resource and SDG6 readiness in the region and how to spark 
the work of service providers on wastewater treatment and empower the new business opportunities?  

Target groups: 

 Participants of APFSD, ESCAP Permanent Delegations 

 Government-nominated focal points coordinating implementation of the 2030 Agenda, City Mayors  

 Regional and national water experts and partner organizations of UN-Water and Asia-Pacific Water 
Forum 

 Civil society representatives, representatives of other stakeholders, including academia and think-tanks 

For more information, please contact: 

UNESCO: Mr. Ramasamy Jayakumar, PhD, Dr. Chief, Natural Sciences, UNESCO Bangkok, Email:  

r.jayakumar@unesco.org  

ESCAP:  Ms. Aida Karazhanova, PhD, Economic Affairs Officer, Environment and Development Division,  
ESCAP, Email: karazhanova@un.org   
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