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Citypreneurs Policy Dialogue on Social Entrepreneurship Policy  

in Asia and the Pacific 

30 November 2020, 3pm to 4:30pm (Korea time, GMT +9) 

Concept Note 

 
Background 
 
"Urban Innovation Challenge: Citypreneurs" (hereafter Citypreneurs) is an international platform 
for startups with innovative solutions to solving urban challenges and helping achieve the 2030 
Agenda. Since 2017, UNESCAP and UNDP have served as conveners of the Citypreneurs Policy 
Dialogues, bringing together young entrepreneurs, investors, and policymakers focused on 
sustainable and inclusive impact to foster public-private collaboration and policy development. 
While previous discussions have sourced solutions to a specific city context, the 2020 iteration – 
under the umbrella of the Impact Collective program1 – seeks to accelerate impact by addressing 
a number of urban settings across Asia and the Pacific.  
 
This year’s Citypreneurs Policy Dialogue will discuss multi-stakeholder cooperation towards 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)-led innovation in the region. Key actors, including 
policymakers, experts, industry leaders, investors and entrepreneurs will be invited to share their 
insights to help strengthen social entrepreneurship in Asia and the Pacific and foster cross-
sectoral collaboration for smart sustainable cities.   
 
The Policy Dialogue will be held virtually on 30 November 2020 from 3pm to 4:30pm (Korea time, 
GMT +9). 

 
Objectives 
 
Social entrepreneurship stakeholders in past Citypreneurs events have identified government 
policy and regulation as one of the key enablers for entrepreneurship in Asia and the Pacific.2 
With a supportive policy framework and an enabling environment, startups can promptly 
respond to the latest opportunities arising at the local and global levels. A good example is the 

 
1 A special iteration of Citypreneurs, “Impact Collective” is an online investment and acceleration program 
for SDG-driven startups looking to scale in Asia and the Pacific. In collaboration with Citypreneurs co-
hosts (UNESCAP, UNDP, WeGO, WFUNA) and others, the program is pioneering a community-driven 
investment model (democratized capital allocation) that impact industry leaders, policymakers, 
entrepreneurs and user communities are given the chance to influence which startups receive investment. 
The aim of this community-driven approach is to foster a community of impact stakeholders across sectors, 
achieve significantly enhanced diversity and transparency in the decision-making landscape for sourcing 
inclusive solutions with greater financial performance, as well as help accelerate the achievement of the 
SDGs. For more details, visit: https://impactcollective.earth/ 
2 See “Citypreneurs 2019 Citizens Solution Catalogue” for more details: 
https://www.citypreneurs.org/seoul-2019 

https://impactcollective.earth/
https://www.citypreneurs.org/seoul-2019
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innovative solutions developed during the COVID-19 pandemic, including contact tracing apps, 
distance learning, and e-health services. 
 
To this end, the roles of government can be broadly grouped into three categories. First, as a 
market facilitator, government can develop policies that support and incentivize the growth of 
social entrepreneurship. Second, as a market regulator, government can build an enabling 
environment for social entrepreneurship by introducing favorable laws and regulations. Third, 
as a market participant, government can support social entrepreneurship via the provision of 
capital and public procurement. 
 
In this regard, this Policy Dialogue aims to  

 
1. Promote understanding of policy issues encompassing social entrepreneurship through 

the lens of different actors; 
 

2. Support multi-stakeholder cooperation through knowledge exchanges on co-creating 
sustainable, inclusive startup community and innovation policy; and 
 

3. Provide concrete direction to future discussions around policy and regulation to 
strengthen social entrepreneurship in Asia and the Pacific. 

   

Format 
 
The online event will be held over a 90-minute period. Policymakers in Asia and the Pacific will 
take part in a Davos-style panel to share national experiences, including good practices and 
lessons learned, on promoting social entrepreneurship, around the roles of government as market 
facilitator, market regulator and market participant.  
 
Key actors of social entrepreneurship (e.g., community leaders, experts, investors and 
entrepreneurs) will be invited to present their experiences of the innovation journey and propose 
recommendations to policymakers.  
 
The highlight of the event will be an interactive dialogue between different stakeholders.  
 
The presentations and discussion will be facilitated by a moderator, based on the following 
guiding questions: 
 

For policymakers 
• What are the effective policies and regulations (e.g., tax incentives, research grants, 

regulatory sandboxes) your country/city has implemented to promote social 
entrepreneurship? How to ensure these policies are responsive during emergency 
situations such as the COVID-19 pandemic? 

• What is the major obstacle in social entrepreneurship in your country/city? What is the 
plan to tackle the issue? 

• What is the key urban issue your country/city currently looking to resolve (e.g., waste 
management, sustainable agriculture, green energy)? How may private investors and 
entrepreneurs contribute? 
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For private sector/investor 
• How does government policy and regulation impact entrepreneurship and innovation? 

What are some opportunities for change? 
 

For entrepreneurs/startup communities 
• What is the problem your product is trying to solve? What are the impacts, especially 

under the SDGs context?  
• What are the key opportunities and challenges of your innovation journey? 
• How does the current policy and regulation in your country/city support or hinder your 

business development? What can be improved?  
 
For all panelists 
• What are the key ingredients for the development and scaling-up of innovative solutions? 

What are missing and what can be do better by each actor? 
• How to facilitate communication and collaboration among the key stakeholders?  

 

Tentative Programme 

15:00-

15:05 

Opening 

 

Opening remarks: Mr. Ganbold Baasanjav, Head of UNESCAP East and North-East 

Asia Office  

15:05-

15:30 

Opportunities and Challenges on the Innovation Journey 

 

Moderator: Ms. Yaqi Chu, Youth Startup Support Coordinator, UNDP Asia-Pacific 

Speakers 

• Ms. Ava de Guzman, Co-Founder & COO, Suki Plus Technologies Inc. 

• Ms. Minjung Kim, Founder & CEO, Crepass 

• Mr. Ali Shabbar, Founder & CEO, DeafTawk 

• Mr. Thanakorn Phromyos, Co-Founder & CEO, Younghappy 

15:30-

16:00 

Policy and Regulation on Strengthening Social Entrepreneurship 

 

Moderator: Ms. Yejin Ha, Programme Officer, UNESCAP East and North-East Asia 

Office 

Speakers 

• Ms. Marie Lisa Dacanay, President, Institute for Social Entrepreneurship in 
Asia 

• Mr. Alfie Othman, CEO, Singapore Centre for Social Enterprise 

• Mr. Changseong Ho, Co-Founder, TheVentures 

• Mr. Nick Martin, Venture Partner, Draper Startup House 

• Ms. Jen Namjatturas, Social Enterprise Specialist, Techsauce 

16:00-

16:30 

Discussion and Q&As 

 

 


