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The role of the Regional Coordination Mechanism (RCM) is to strengthen
policy and programme coherence of the United Nations (UN) at the
regional level. Chaired by the Deputy Secretary-General and convened
by the Regional Commissions, the RCM fosters and enhances interagency collaboration, as mandated by the Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC resolution 1998/46).
In the Asia-Pacific region, the Economic and Social Commission of Asia
and the Pacific (ESCAP) convenes the RCM which brings together UN
agencies, the United Nations Development Group (UNDG) and other
key non-United Nations partners, to identify priorities and ensure the
alignment of strategies at the global, regional and country levels.
In response to the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development (the 2030 Agenda) and the priorities of Member States,
the Asia-Pacific RCM has re-oriented its thematic working groups
to support the achievement of the new Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). The RCM is also supporting subregional organizations,
including ASEAN, SAARC and PIF, to ensure complementarities between
respective visions and the 2030 Agenda.
UN Member States have mandated regional cooperation and action.
ESCAP and the RCM are committed to supporting and implementing
this mandate to achieve the SDGs.

About the Asia-Pacific Regional Coordination Mechanism
The Asia-Pacific RCM aims to strengthen cooperation on priority areas and specific actions required by UN agencies with regional programmes in Asia and the Pacific to promote regional cooperation among and between
inter-governmental, civil society and other development partners.
With the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, Member States committed to achieving “a
comprehensive, far-reaching and people-centred set of universal and transformative Goals and targets”, which
integrate the social, economic and environmental dimensions of sustainable development. The core emphasis
placed in the 2030 Agenda is on “leaving no one behind.”
The RCM provides a platform for exchanging views on major strategic developments and challenges facing
the region. Through this forum consensus is reached and policy coherence developed on regional priorities and
regional responses to global priorities. The RCM also serves as a tool to implement the Secretary-General’s
global priorities, such as climate change, gender equality, health and combating the financial crisis and poverty
at the regional level, as well as a UN mechanism to interface with regional and subregional organizations, such
as ASEAN and SAARC.
The Asia-Pacific RCM constitutes two tiers:
• Periodic executive-level meetings to interpret and implement policy level consensus on opportunities for
increased regional inter-governmental cooperation, and what the UN system can do in support of this process,
including interaction between regional and country level development, and interaction between humanitarian,
security and development issues; and
• Operational-level Thematic Working Groups to focus on specific operational programmatic issues that could
benefit from improved regional cooperation.
The policy-coordination function of the RCM cooperates with the regional United Nations Development Group
(UNDG) which ensures coherent UN approaches and policy responses to substantive and operational issues at
the country level through United Nations Country Teams (UNCTs), and if applicable translates the policy recommendations arrived at through the RCM into action at the country level through the UNCTs.
The Asia-Pacific RCM has sought to focus on common areas and interests through the creation of a number of
Thematic Working Groups (TWGs). The Asia-Pacific RCM therefore has repositioned itself to assist countries
in achieving the 2030 Agenda. The existing TWGs have been reformed to meet the development challenges
facing the region, and the seven TWGs covering the following areas have been established: Statistics, Resource
Efficient Growth, Sustainable Societies, Inclusive Development and Poverty Eradication, Disaster Risk Reduction
and Resilience, Gender Equality and Empowerment of Women and Education 2030+.

Thematic Working Groups
The funcion of the Thematic Working Groups is to coordinate the work of the UN at the regional level and to
provide inputs to the normative and analytical work undertaken at the global level and translate global mandates
and norms to regional mandates and norms and provide these for action at the country level work. The regional
level will also develop its own norms and provide these for country-level action.

DISASTER RISK REDUCTION AND
RESILIENCE

EDUCATION 2030+

Focus Areas:
disaster risk management and
resilience through implementation of the Sendai
Framework

Focus area: Providing support for equitable quality
education for all as part of the 2030 Agenda

GENDER EQUALITY AND
EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN

INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT AND
POVERTY ERADICATION

Focus Areas: Gender equality and empowerment of
women

Focus Areas: inequality, poverty alleviation, food
security, decent work for all, health and well-being
and governance

RESOURCE EFFICIENT GROWTH

STATISTICS

Focus Areas: circular economy, natural resources’
management, climate change mitigation, green
economy, sustainable consumption & production,
sustainable urbanization and waste management

Focus Areas: SDG monitoring and statistical capacity
development

SUSTAINABLE SOCIETIES
Focus Areas: critical regional socio-demographic
trends including youth bulge, population aging,
migration including human trafficking and
urbanization

DISASTER RISK
REDUCTION
AND RESILIENCE
Co-Chairs: ESCAP, UNISDR and UNDP
Objective: To support regional implementation of those
elements of the 2030 Agenda that relate to disaster risk
management and resilience through:
Coherent and coordinated UN support to implementation
of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction
2015-2030.
Coherent and coordinated UN engagement with
regional and sub-regional organizations on disaster risk
reduction and resilience, with a specific focus on ASEAN,
SAARC and Pacific sub-region.
UN support to the development of more coherent and
optimized regional approaches and strategies related to
disaster management, disaster risk reduction and climate
change adaptation for resilience.
The implementation of the UN Plan of Action on
DRR: Towards a Risk-Informed and Integrated Approach
to Sustainable Development, with a focus on ensuring
coherent and coordinated support to UN Country Teams.

EDUCATION 2030+
Co-Chairs: UNESCO and UNICEF
Objective: To support regional implementation of those
elements of the 2030 Agenda that relate to education by:
Providing regional inputs to the normative and analytical
work undertaken at the global level and translating global
mandates and norms into regional mandates through
coordination of the work of the UN and other partners at
the regional level on the implementation of Education 2030.
Supporting regional/sub-regional initiatives in specific
areas which require coordinated effort by multiple agencies,
with a specific focus on ASEAN, SAARC, the Pacific
Island Forum (PIF) and the Southeast Asian Ministers of
Education Organization (SEAMEO).
Ensuring coherence around regional policy and synergy
to optimize the impact of the combined efforts of the UN
system and other key partners in the education sector with
a focus on aligning strategic approaches to education.
Selecting and implementing regionally-oriented activities
that will have the greatest impact toward moving forward
the 2030 Agenda at the country level, wherever possible
in alignment with the regional UNDG Peer Support Group,
thereby ensuring integration of common global and regional
priorities, commitments and good practices in national and
UN country team planning processes including UNDAFs.
Contributing to the coordination efforts of the TWG on
Statistics to ensure regional inputs into global processes,
and regional implementation of global mandates, including
monitoring and review of SDG progress.

GENDER EQUALITY AND
EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN
Co-Chairs: UN-Women and ESCAP
Objective: To support regional implementation of those
elements of the 2030 Agenda that relate to gender equality
and the empowerment of women by:
Providing regional inputs to normative and analytical
work undertaken at the global level and translating global
mandates and norms to regional mandates through
coordination of the work of the UN at the regional level,
including on the implementation of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discriminations Against Women
and the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (BPfA),
and outcomes of the BPfA review process.
Supporting regional/sub-regional initiatives in specific
areas which require coordinated effort by multiple
agencies, with a specific focus on ASEAN, SAARC and
Pacific subregion.
Ensuring that gender is mainstreamed into the UN and
related processes at the regional level, with special focus on
the gender equality and women’s empowerment dimension
of the Asia Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development
(APFSD) regional roadmap for the implementation of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
Selecting and implementing regionally-oriented activities
that will have the greatest impact toward moving forward
the 2030 Agenda at country level and will work with the
regional UNDG Peer Support Group for integration of
common global and regional priorities, commitments and
good practices in national and UN country team planning
processes including UNDAFs, as may apply or be requested.
Contributing to the coordination efforts of the TWG on
Statistics on strategy, process and mechanisms for gender
statistics and data inputs for regional inputs to the global
processes, and for regional implementation of global
mandates, including follow-up and review of SDG progress.

INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT
AND POVERTY ERADICATION
Co-Chairs: UNDP and FAO
Objective: To support regional implementation of those
elements of the 2030 Agenda that relate to inequality
(focusing on multiple dimensions beyond income inequality
only), poverty, food security, health and well-being, inclusive
growth, decent work, and governance, with a focus on
macro- and micro-level policy issues and priorities.
This Thematic Working Group will focus on:
Supporting the efforts of decision-makers, UN agencies,
and civil society organizations in the region by producing
policy-oriented research and analysis on specific topics in
inclusive development and poverty eradication, in the form
of policy briefs. The TWG will draw from the resources and
expertise of its members by integrating and synthesizing
available research and policy analysis.
Encouraging regional/sub-regional initiatives in specific
areas which require coordinated effort by multiple agencies,
with a specific focus on ASEAN, SAARC and Pacific subregions.
Assisting UN agencies, Government counterparts and
civil society organizations in exchanging good practices,
lessons and strategies for developing more robust and
comprehensive interventions and policies aimed at
reducing poverty and inequality, and eradicating hunger.
Selecting and implementing regionally-oriented activities
that will have the greatest impact toward moving forward
the 2030 Agenda at country level and will work with the
regional UNDG Peer Support Group for integration of
common global and regional priorities, commitments and
good practices in national and UN country team planning
processes including UNDAFs, as may apply or be requested.

RESOURCE EFFICIENT
GROWTH
Co-Chairs: UNEP, UNDP and ESCAP
Objective: To advance regional cooperation and action
between UN agencies on improving the capacity of
governments and other stakeholders to use the approach
and tools of resource efficiency in the development
planning and implementation process to ensure that
economic growth is achieved together with social
protection and environmnetal conservation.
This Thematic Working Group focuses on:
Improving the understanding of policy makers and
other stakeholders on the relationship between economic
growth and sustainable development and the role of
resource efficiency as an approach that can support the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda in the Asia-Pacific
region.
Consolidating knowledge and experiences on how
regional megatrends like urbanization, climate change,
increased vulnerabilities and inequalities affect the
use and management of human, natural and financial
resources, which in turn define the planning and outcomes
of the development process.
Promoting a systems-thinking approach and
showcasing how different sectors (e.g agriculture,
buildings, waste, health, etc.) could create multiple
benefits by adopting a resource-efficient approach to
promote sustainable development.
The TWG focus will include issues like circular economy,
natural resources management, climate change
mitigation, green economy, sustainable consumption and
production, sustainable urbanization, waste management
and 3R.

STATISTICS
Co-Chairs: ESCAP and UNFPA
Objective: To support the implementation of the 2030
Agenda through effective and efficient support for
SDG monitoring at the country level, and a sustainable
approach to statistical capacity development of national
statistical systems and stakeholders of national data
ecosystems, and to support a coordinated strategy,
process and mechanisms for statistics and data inputs
for regional inputs to the global processes, and for
regional implementation of global mandates, including
follow-up and review of SDG progress.
The role of the TWG is to enhance synergy and
complementarity among programmes and activities of
UN agencies in the region around SDG monitoring and
statistical development, and to address statistics and
data concerns of the other RCM TWGs. Its core functions
will be:
To strengthen the data and statistics used for regional
analyses and publications on SDGs
To identify statistical gaps, developing and applying
statistical capacity building tools and capacity building
programmes at both the regional and national levels
To provide a strategic regional approach to statistical
capacity building, advocating for statistics and data
strengthening for SDGs implementation
To support ongoing UN country-level efforts to
strengthen national statistical capacity
To promote the use of statistics to identify exclusions
and inequalities to ensure that “no one is left behind” in the
region’s progress toward the SDGs.

SUSTAINABLE
SOCIETIES
Co-Chairs: ESCAP. UNFPA, IOM
Objective: To support countries of the Asia-Pacific region
to address critical regional socio-demographic trends
including the youth bulge, population ageging, migration
including human trafficking, urbanization, and related
dimensions of health and well-being.
This Thematic Working Group focuses on:
Ensuring regional policy and thematic coherence, synergy
and optimized impact from the combined efforts of the
UN system, with a focus on aligning operational work on
ageing, youth, migration and the social dimensions of
urbanization.
Providing regional inputs to normative and analytical
work undertaken at the global level and translating global
mandates and norms to regional mandates through
coordination of UN work at the regional level on, inter alia:
the Programme of Action of the International Conference
on Population and Development and the outcome of
the sixth Asia-Pacific Population Conference; the World
Programme of Action on Youth; Madrid International
Plan of Action on Ageing; the Global Forum on Migration
and Development (GFMD); the Asia-Pacific Urban Forum
(APUF); and Habitat III.
Supporting regional/sub-regional initiatives in specific
areas which require coordinated effort by multiple
agencies, with a specific focus on ASEAN, SAARC and
Pacific sub-regions.
Selecting and implementing regionally-oriented activities
that will have the greatest impact toward moving forward
the 2030 Agenda at the country level, and working with the
regional UNDG Peer Support Group for integration of
common global and regional priorities, commitments
and good practices in national and UN country team
planning processes including UNDAFs, as may apply or
be requested.
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