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COUNTRY PROFILE: Bhutan1 ,2 

 
General information 

Party to the Intergovernmental Agreement on the 
Asian Highway Network 

Yes 

Party to the Intergovernmental Agreement on the 
Trans-Asian Railway Network 

No 

Party to the Intergovernmental Agreement on  Dry 
Ports  

No 

 

SECTOR POLICY MEASURES SOURCES 

GENERAL ON 
FREIGHT 

TRANSPORT 

The Bhutan government stated that only essential supplies such as 
food, medicines, and fuel would be allowed into the country. 

Only authorized vehicles are allowed to cross the border. 

The supply of essential goods is with some delays but is continuing to 
arrive in Bhutan from India. 

 

Hindustan Times: 
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-
news/as-covid-19-cases-rise-nepal-and-
bhutan-seal-borders-with-india/story-

8PjJzNK4pGQoAJHgHNQ4BO.html 
KUENSEL: 

https://kuenselonline.com/lockdown-
extension-in-india-wouldnt-affect-bhutan-

pm/  

Duty and taxes are referred for 3 months (April to June) for identified 
importers importing essential goods categorized as basic necessity.  
As a functional requirement, various standard operating procedures 
have been developed designating separate entry and exit point for the 
foreign and Bhutanese vehicles crossing borders with the aim to 
minimize people contact. 

World Custom Organization: 
http://www.wcoomd.org/-

/media/wco/public/global/pdf/topics/facilita
tion/activities-and-programmes/natural-
disaster/covid_19/bhutan_en.pdf?la=en 

 

 
1 DISCLAIMER: the following overview of the transport-related measures has been prepared by the secretariat based on the information collected from official 
governmental sources and specialized press. Even if is continuously updated, due to the fluidity of the situation, it may not reflect the latest status of the 
measures.  If you would like to share your first-hand information on the current situation, your submissions are welcome. While they may not be directly 
reflected in the country profiles, they will form the basis for our policy analysis and advice to the Governments concerned. 
2 18 May 2020. 
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The import clearance procedure has been simplified to expedite the 
movement of consignment. 
Bhutan introduced facilitative measures by accepting the documents in 
copy. 

INTERNATIONAL 
ROAD 

TRANSPORT 

Bhutan, as an LLDC, depends on road transport linkages with India for 
its bilateral trade with India as well as transit trade with all external 
trading partners   

Freight operations through cross-border road transport stations with 
India are allowed for the movement of essential goods, including 
petroleum products and LPG, food products, medical supplies, etc. 

Restrictions are not applied to freight movement through land customs 
stations.  

Ministry of Home Affairs (India): 
 

https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/PR_Cons
olidated Guideline of MHA_28032020 

%281%29_1.PDF 

INTERNATIONAL 
RAIL TRANSPORT 

 -/-  

SHIPPING 
(INTERNATIONAL) 

-/-  

AVIATION 
(INTERNATIONAL) 

 Coordination with the airport facilitation committee on the 
clearance of goods; 

 Fast track clearance of all essential cargos relating to COVID-
19 such as testing kit, PPE, 

 Ventilators, Hand sanitizer, medicines and other equipment 
(Section 75 of the Customs Act of Bhutan 2017); 

 Clearances of relief consignments and donations based on 
government directives; 

 Deferment of import duties and taxes on essential goods; 
 Airway bill and invoice-based clearance. 

World Custom Organization: 
http://www.wcoomd.org/-

/media/wco/public/global/pdf/topics/facilitation/
activities-and-programmes/natural-

disaster/covid_19/bhutan_en.pdf?la=en 
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