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Alliances and capacity building as prerequisites to water resources management 
in Central Asia 

Mr. B. Bekniyaz, Director of Executive Board of the International Fund for saving the Aral sea in the 
Republic of Kazakhstan 

Distinguished workshop participants! 
 

As the foundation of human civilization, water is the only natural resource and 
force driving the development of any nation, in most cases, predetermined by the 
degree of access to it. 

The demand for water resources is constantly growing at the rate by far 
exceeding population growth. Should we fail to improve management of water and 
ecosystems, two thirds of the global population will face substantial water deficit in 
the nearest future. 

Today, more than 1 billion people lack access to clean potable water and 
sanitation. Around 40% of diseases are linked to poor-quality drinking water.  

Drawing the attention of the world community to this issue: 

- in September 2015, the 70th Session of the United Nations General Assembly 
endorsed the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals. 

- in March 2018, at the 8th World Water Forum, the Ministerial Conference 
endorsed the statement “Urgent call for decisive actions on water”, which was the 
result of discussions of ministers and heads of delegations from more than 100 
countries of the world. The document outlines priority actions to address key water 
issues; 

Geographically, Kazakhstan finds itself in the end sections of all large 
transboundary watercourses. To a significant extent, water supply to the national 
territory depends on water policies and water allocation principles among riparian 
states located in the upper streams. Thus, sustainable economic development of our 
country is contingent on effective interstate water cooperation. 

The national water policy is stipulated by the 2014-2040 State Program on 
Water Resources Management of Kazakhstan and the Concept on Transition to Green 
Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 
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The main goal of these documents is enhancing welfare and quality of life of the 
citizenry, Kazakhstan’s becoming one of the 30 most developed nations in the world 
as well as minimizing environmental footprint and degradation of natural resources. 

Water relations between Kazakhstan and Russia are regulated by the 
Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the 
Government of the Russian Federation on Shared Use and Protection of 
Transboundary Water Bodies of September 7, 2010. 

The Interstate Kazakhstan-Russian Commission on Shared Use and Protection 
of Transboundary Water Bodies has been operating based on this Agreement. 

Several water use and protection working groups – namely in the Ural, Irtysh, 
Ishim, Tobol, Kigach, Larger and Smaller Uzen River Basins – have been established 
under the Agreement also.  

Water relations between Kazakhstan and China are regulated by the 
Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the 
Government of the People's Republic of China on Cooperation in the Sphere of Use 
and Protection of Transboundary Rivers signed in Astana on September 12, 2001. 

The Joint Kazakhstan-Chinese Commission on Transboundary Rivers Use and 
Protection as well as expert working groups on water allocation and environmental 
parameters have been, likewise, established. 

Within the framework of the Agreement between the Government of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan and the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic on Utilization of 
Interstate Water Management Installations on the Chu and Talas Rivers (signed in 
Astana on January 21, 2000), the Chu-Talas Commission on Utilization of Interstate 
Water Management Installations was created. 

Annually, Kazakhstan donates more than 500 thousand US dollars to support the 
efforts of the Chu-Talas Commission for rehabilitation and maintenance of hydraulic 
facilities located on the territory of Kyrgyzstan. Thanks to the activities of the Chu-
Talas Commission, around 131 thousand hectares of land in the Chu River Basin and 
around 76 thousand hectares of land in the Talas River Basin on the territory of 
Kazakhstan are being supplied with irrigation water. 
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This organization serves a bright example of water cooperation between two 
Central Asian countries. 

As to collaboration with Central Asian states, Kazakhstan initiated the 
Agreement on Cooperation in the Sphere of Joint Use and Protection of Water 
Resources in Interstate Sources among the Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, 
Republic of Uzbekistan, Republic of Tajikistan and Turkmenistan signed February 18, 
1992 in Almaty. Kazakhstan also led the process of establishing the Interstate 
Commission for Water Coordination (ICWC) in Central Asia. 

In fact, this Agreement has become the vehicle for building up water 
partnerships among five Central Asian nations. 

As of today, ICWC held 67 meetings to address most urgent water management 
issues shared by the countries of the region.  

In 1993, the heads of five Central Asian states made a historical decision of 
establishing the International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea (IFAS).  

During the years of their operation, IFAS and its subsidiary bodies became the 
true interstate negotiation platform and tools for fostering dialogue and mutual 
understanding as well as resolving multiple environmental, water, social and economic 
issues. 

Despite numerous international water collaboration achievements, a lot of 
work still lays ahead. 

More than 100 large dams are currently operating in Central Asian countries, 
many of which are located on transboundary rivers. Ensuring their safety is one of the 
regional cooperation priorities. 

This aim requires a regional institutional venue offering concerned countries an 
opportunity to take specific actions to streamline legislation and technical standards, 
carry out joint interventions to enhance technical condition and safety of hydraulic 
installations and facilities of interstate significance. 

Thus, it is necessary to continue systemic steps to finalize the Regional 
Agreement on Cooperation for Safety of Hydraulic Installations in Central Asia. 
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Besides that, it appears no less expedient to continue the work: 

- to develop a mutually acceptable mechanism for joint and integrated 
management and rational use of water resources and environmental protection in the 
Aral Sea basin, taking into account the interests of all countries in the region; 

- on holding national dialogues within the framework of the UNECE 
Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and 
International Lakes adopted on March 17, 1992; 

- on harmonizing standards and regulations on water quality in Central Asian 
countries. 

I would also like to note the importance of regional cooperation among the 
countries of the region in achieving the SDGs, especially SDG 6 and SDG 7. In this 
regard, I would like to mention the SPECA program supported by ESCAP and 
UNECE. At the 22nd Session of the WG on Water, Energy and Environment held in 
SPECA on 9 October in Astana, the countries of the region highlighted that: the 
Program can provide a platform to support progress towards achieving SDG 6 and 
SDG 7 and their interlinkages; will focus on improving the level of awareness of the 
SPECA member countries about the SDGs related to water, energy resources and the 
environment; promote compliance with international legal instruments, standards, 
guidelines, standards and recommendations. (просьба Аннука Липонен, Женева). 

 

Dear participants of the workshop! 

It is my strong belief that the workshop outcomes as well as proposed initiatives 
and projects will encourage further fruitful cooperation between the ESCAP and 
Central Asia. 

I thank you for your attention. 


