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Introduction 

• Regional (Asia and the Pacific) Branch of the 
United Nations Secretariat 

• 63 member countries covering Central, 
South, Southeast, East and South Pacific 
countries 

• Mandate: Promote sustainable and inclusive 
socio-economic development in Asia and the 
Pacific 

‐ through regional cooperation 

• Areas covered: Trade and Investment, 
Transport, Macroeconomic Policy, 
Environment, Emerging Social issues, 
Information and Communication 
Technologies… 

‐ Trade and Investment: (1) Trade 
Facilitation; (2) Trade Policy; (3) 
Investment and Enterprise Development 

 



UN ESCAP Trade Facilitation Programme 

Legislative 

•Enabling paperless trade (Res. 
68/3) 

•Regional Arrangement on cross-
border paperless trade facilitation 
(Res. 70/6) 
 

       Knowledge 

• ESCAP-WB Trade Cost 
Database 

• Paperless Trade Guides & 
Impact analyses 

• Global Trade Facilitation & 
Paperless Trade 
Implementation Survey 

• Trade Process Analysis 
Database 

Capacity Building 

• Business Process Analysis 
• Single Window & Paperless 

Trade Implementation 
• Trade & Transport 

Facilitation Monitoring 
Mechanism 

• Agricultural & SME trade 
facilitation 

• (WTO TFA support) 

UNNExT* 

APTFF* 

ARTNeT* 

ISG-CBPT* 

*Regional Cooperation platforms and mechanisms: ISG-CBPT: Intergovernmental Steering Group on Cross-Border Paperless Trade;  
UNNExT: United Nations Network of Experts for Paperless Trade and Transport in Asia and the Pacific; ARTNeT: Asia-Pacific Research and Training 
Network on Trade; APTFF: Asia-Pacific Trade Facilitation Forum; ROC-TF: Regional Organizations Cooperation Mechanism for Trade Facilitation 

ROC-TF* 



• “community of knowledge 
and practice to facilitate the 
implementation of single 
window and paperless trade 
in the region ” 

 

▫ Tools and guides 
development activities 

▫ Advocacy and Technical 
Training Workshops 

▫ Knowledge sharing and 
peer-to-peer support 

 

• Secretariat provided by 
ESCAP, in collaboration with 
UNECE 

 

• Link: unnext.unescap.org   

 

 
 

 



Trade Facilitation? 

• There is no universal definition of trade facilitation.  

 

• In its narrowest sense, trade facilitation may be defined as the 
systematic rationalization of customs procedures and documents.  

 

• In a broader sense, it covers all the measures that affect the 
movement of goods between buyers and sellers, along the entire 
international supply chain.  



Trade Facilitation?  Reducing Trade 

Transaction Costs  

 

Source: UNCEFACT 















 

Importance of Trade Facilitation in the 

Agriculture Sector  

 

• In LDCs in Asia Pacific the agricultural sector accounts 

for 53 percent of total employment (ESCAP, 2014) 

 

• Agriculture supply chains are amongst the most 

complex 

 

• Addressing the inefficiency and bottlenecks in 

agricultural supply chains can bring about inclusive 

growth and sustainable development 

 

 



Trade Facilitation for Agrifood Products 

What is so unique about agri-food trade? 
• Perishability – time and temperature sensitive 
• Product and Process Standards 
 Technical Regulations (SPS, private standards)  
• Logistics (warehousing) and infrastructure – 

special requirements 
• Balance between facilitation and control 

 
Additional documents and requirements for 
agrifood trade 
• SPS certificates 
• Inspection and fumigation certificates 
• Quarantine certificate 
• Other laboratory test certificate 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



Agricultural Supply Chain 



 

Actors, time, cost and documents involved in exporting agricultural 
products in South and Southeast Asia 

Diagram and Further Analysis can be found in the Asia-Pacific Trade and Investment Report 2014 

Challenges in Agrifood trade 



 

Difficulties faced by developing country suppliers to connect to 

agrifood value chains  

A survey by OECD/WTO, 2013 (private sectors’ perspective). 

 



 

Agricultural Trade Facilitation  

 

can be defined as:  “the simplification and harmonization of 

procedures (activities, practices and formalities) involved in the import 

and export of agricultural and food products, including but not limited to 

collecting and processing data and documents required for the cross-

border movement of these products”  

 



Objectives of agricultural trade facilitation 

  

• Reducing time and costs associated with trading of agricultural and 
food products 

• Ensuring compliance with relevant laws and regulations.  
• Meeting the growing information needs of buyers.  
• Gaining and maintaining access to markets 

 
All procedures involved in agricultural trade may be considered, 
including: 
• Commercial procedures:  

▫ signing contract between buyer and seller;  
▫ complying with private standards;  

• Transport and logistics procedures  
▫ shipping and storing goods  

• Regulatory procedures:  
▫ obtaining an import license, SPS certificates, quarantine certificates  

• Financial procedures:  
▫ obtaining credit guarantee, making international payment 
 



UNNExT Tools and Guidelines 
▫ Integrated and sustainable Trade and 

transport facilitation performance 
monitoring mechanism: BPA+ 

 http://www.unescap.org/tid/unnex
t/tools/bpa+.pdf 

 Developed in cooperation with 
ADB 

 

▫ UNNExT policy guide on agrifood 
chain information management for 
agrifood trade facilitation 

 Developed in cooperation with 
FAO 

 

New: UNNExT Training Guide on 
paperless transit 

UNNExT Guide on SMEs 

 

http://www.unescap.org/tid/unnext/tools/bpa+.pdf
http://www.unescap.org/tid/unnext/tools/bpa+.pdf


Objectives of the Workshop 

• provide an overview of the trade facilitation measures for 

the agricultural sector; 

 

• consider the methods to improve the trade processes for 

agrifood products in Bangladesh; 

 

• introduce the participants to Business Process Analysis 

as a tool for understanding the agricultural supply 

chains.  

 



Capacity Building Activities and Resources 

Publication: Information Management in Agrifood Chains: towards and 

Integrated Paperless Framework for Agrifood Trade Facilitation 

 

This UNNExT publication, jointly produced by ESCAP, FAO and UNECE, outlines a 

framework for integrated agrifood information management to facilitate the trade of 

agricultural goods. It looks how policymakers may utilize and integrate paperless 

systems for agrifood trade to, for example, issue electronic sanitary and 

phytosanitary (SPS) certificates as well as to establish food traceability systems. 

Available here: http://unnext.unescap.org/pub/agriguide15.pdf  

Video Case Studies on Trade Facilitation for Perishable Goods.  

including studies from Thailand, Japan and Thailand. Available here: http://www.unescap.org/our-

work/trade-investment/trade-facilitation/wto-tfa/article-7.9   

Regional and National Level Capacity Building Activities 

• National workshops on Electronic Traceability in South and Southeast Asia 

• Regional workshops on Business Process Analysis for Agrifood Trade 

• Regional workshops on Paperless Systems for Agricultural Trade Facilitation 

For more information: http://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment/trade-

facilitation/events/past  

 

Upcoming UNNExT Briefs: Electronic traceability of agriculture products in Vietnam, Electronic 

traceability of agriculture products in India, Streamlining and Automating Procedures for Agrifood 

Products in the Philippines. To be made available here: http://unnext.unescap.org/pub/brief.asp   
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Thank you 
 
 

More Information on: 

 

United Nations Network of Experts for Paperless Trade in Asia and 

the Pacific (UNNExT): 

http://unnext.unescap.org/ 

 

ESCAP Trade Facilitation Programme 

http://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment/trade-facilitation 

http://www.unescap.org/tid
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