Inequality of Opportunity in Asia and the Pacific
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“Taming persistent inequality, a win-win for the economy and its citizens will
spur both empowerment and economic advancement. Supporting policies
for this avenue of empowerment include policies to boost spending on
health, education, gender equality, and worker safety and well-being, and
also on broad range of social protection programmes. The Government has
developed a new borad-based startegy for social protection known as the
National Social Security Strategy (NSSS)”

H.E Mr. M.A. Mannan, Honourable State Minister of Finance
74th Annual Session of UNESCAP
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Leaving no one behind by ensuring a level playing field
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Figure 1. How wide are the gaps
in access to opportunities?

=
=
2
jﬂh\
)
_ -

:: =
a2 P
VA | | =
o I 1 —
TH 2 1 1 =] —
ciiz b= =
) 1
pA: \ !
> \ 1 =]

Bottom 40 with |
2 |primary education
households

LRSyfitraly3 (KS OKII-OGSIaica 27 (KS o6Sain2f IyR (KS
ToliKSal 6SKiyR F2dzl) hy” 1:00Saa (2 StSOdnoie NSaSIE K2é
I-fY2a0 It di6l-y K20aSK2Ra 6St2y3ly3 (2 (KS 2L cn 27 (1KS
&SIHIK Rialiiodiizy” KIS 100585 ¢Kia ofizS 62E NSLINSASYTa
(KS best-off FNizdiLl ¢KS FSSy 62E aK264 UKS furthest behind
2l GIK (KS 2654l 1:00Sad (2 SESOMONEY K2daSK2tRa ty
(KS o2iii2Y nn GiiK 14 Y23l LY M@ SRa01-ii2yr gKSIS 2yt
on LISI 0Syti KI-4S 110054 {i2 StSOdmonies

Figure 2. Who are the furthest behind?

K 9tS0imoie \
! Average access: 73%
Size: 100%
Bottom 40 Top 60
Access: 39% Access: 96%
Size: 41% Size: 59%

Primary Higher

education education 2 Rur?;?’y

Access: 34% Access: 44% ;Fe'ﬁsésy °
| size: 19% Size: 22% EERERY

Average access = Access best-off group = Access furthest behind group Source: ESCAP calculations, using data from DHS 2014 and the Gallup World Poll

<X

ESCAP Inequality of opportunities Country Brief November 2018 1

o=

@

United Nations
ESCAP



What drives unequal access to opportunities?

Figure 3: Drivers of inequality in
access to different opportunities
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Key Takeaways

In Bangladesh, the largest opportunity gap between the best-off and the furthest behind groups is in
access to electricity. While 99 per cent of households in the top 60 of the wealth distribution living in
urban areas have access to electricity, only 34 per cent of households among the bottom 40 with at
most primary education do. Identifying the common circumstances shaping household choices in
access to energy and improving national energy policies is paramount in addressing electricity
inequalities.
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Less than 5 per cent of people in the ToiK Sal OQK}\yf{ group have access to bank accounts and clean fuels
in Bangladesh. Moreover, less than 2 per cent of people in the TillikSal 6SKiyR group have completed
higher education. Prioritizing investment in quality education would reduce not only education
inequalities, but would also allow development gains through sustained human capital accumulation.

Among all groups, inequality of opportunity is explained by distinct circumstances. Household wealth
appears as the most important circumstance shaping inequality in 8 out of 11 opportunities. Since
wealth is strongly linked to unequal outcomes in many development objectives and opportunities,
leveling the playing field, including through the provision of social protection, is a must.
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