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1. The experts highlighted that international Internet bandwidth capacity varies 
greatly across Central Asia.  In general, low international bandwidth and weak 
international infrastructure is a major obstacle to economic and human development in 
the region, leading to economic inefficiencies and restrained growth.  International 
Internet bandwidth in the Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan is 
less than 1 Kbps per person, compared to levels of between 16 and 23 Kbps in Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan, and Russia, and more than 250 Kbps in markets such as Singapore.  
 
2. The experts noted that low international bandwidth capacity might be associated 
with high consumer broadband prices in Central Asia.  In the Kyrgyz Republic, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan, 1 Mbps of consumer broadband Internet 
access costs 25.9 percent, 24.3 percent, 15.1 percent, and 18.9 percent of nominal per-
capita gross domestic product, respectively.  
 
3. The experts noted that much of the regional terrestrial infrastructure is already in 
place, however key missing links and the lack of uniformity across countries inhibit 
reliable and efficient international bandwidth. Furthermore, a number of regulatory and 
legal obstacles hinder the implementation of a competitive market for broadband 
transmission. 
 
4. The experts highlighted the benefits of terrestrial networks that are fully 
integrated and coherent, with uniformity across borders, and noted that a viable pan-
Asian network would enhance connectivity between Europe and Asia.  The experts 
emphasized that as bandwidth demand between Europe and Asia rises exponentially, 
Central Asian countries will play a key role in developing reliable, cost-effective 
connectivity between the two continents.  The experts noted that diverting a portion of 
the Asia / Europe submarine traffic through terrestrial routes in Central Asia would 
provide cost savings across both continents, as well as significant revenue opportunities 
for Central Asia.  
 
5. The experts supported the synchronized construction of fiber optic, transport and 
energy infrastructure, and underlined the cost effectiveness of this method of fiber 
deployment.  The experts were of the view that such coordinated deployment of 
infrastructure was gaining momentum amongst policymakers in the region, and that 
funding entities such as the Asian Development Bank could play an important role in 



further developments.  The experts also noted the availability of optical fiber that is 
affordable and highly resistant to extreme weather and terrain.  
 
6. The experts welcomed the ESCAP-ITU map of the Asian Information 
Superhighway and noted that it was the first time that integrated information was being 
provided across the Central Asia. It was agreed that ESCAP and ITU would continue to 
update the map and validate the data in close coordination with the relevant stakeholders.  
Kyrgyz Republic and Pakistan provided information about their national backbone that 
will be incorporated into the next update of the maps.   
 
7. The experts endorsed the concept of the Asian Information Superhighway and 
were of the view that ESCAP was ideally positioned to take this initiative forward.  It is 
the sole intergovernmental forum that spans the entire Asian region and embodies 
neutrality on the political, technological and industrial fronts.  In this regard, the experts 
recommended that ESCAP set up a working group to bring together government experts 
on ICT infrastructure.  The working group, under the leadership of the Chairman of the 
Committee on ICT, would draft guiding principles and norms to take the initiative 
forward.  Representation of the private sector was strongly recommended. 
 
8. The experts were of the view that the knowledge base for the Asian Information 
Superhighway had been firmly established.  In this regard, the experts suggested to the 
secretariat that it should take concrete steps to operationalize the initiative in partnership 
with key stakeholders, including the World Bank.  This could include the following 
activities: 
 

a. Expand the analytical study to South Asia and East Asia; 
b. Conduct a cost-benefit analysis of the future deployment of fiber optic 

networks; 
c. Draft an intergovernmental agreement that sets out common principles and 

norms for future network development; 
d. Provide technical support to member States as they implement individual 

segments of the Asian Information Superhighway;   
 
9. The World Bank expressed strong support for increasing broadband infrastructure 
in Central Asia through pan-Asian terrestrial networks, and invited ESCAP to participate 
in a meeting of key stakeholders in Almaty, Kazakhstan, in March 2014.  The World 
Bank also provided key examples of infrastructure sharing in the sub-region, and 
informed the experts of plans to develop a global policy toolkit to aid policymakers in 
cross-sectoral infrastructure deployment and operation.    
 
10.  The experts provided guidance on the future development of the Asian 
Information Superhighway, including the importance of open access networks and non-
discriminatory pricing.  In this regard, the experts noted the need for regulatory reform 
and advised the secretariat to identify key opportunities in this area. 
 
11. The Trans-Eurasian Information Superhighway (TASIM) was noted as a key 
regional example of trans-border terrestrial connectivity that would not only create a 
direct land-link between Europe and Asia, but also form a key part of the Asian 



information superhighway initiative.  ESCAP and the TASIM Secretariat expressed 
mutual support for both projects, and will continue to work together to enhance regional 
connectivity and build a seamless information and communication space across Asia and 
the Pacific. 
 
12. The Trans-Eurasia Information Network (TEIN) was noted as a key regional 
initiative for enhancing cooperation and research exchange between Asia and Europe, 
and it was recommended that existing R&D networks in the region be integrated into a 
pan-Asian terrestrial network.  Key success factors of TEIN that could be incorporated 
into the Asian Information Superhighway project include ensuring network scalability 
and financial sustainability, and focusing on effective management of the initiative by 
building on initial achievements before expanding to connect the entire Asian region. 
 
13.   The experts recommended further analysis of the various demand-side aspects and 
financing mechanisms, including public-private partnerships, which would contribute to 
the financial sustainability of the Asian information superhighway.  
 
14. The experts expressed appreciation and pledged their support to the Chairman of 
the Committee on ICT for his efforts in moving this work forward.   
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