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Annotated Programme 

MONDAY, 21 SEPTEMBER 

Time Topic Presenter/Chair/Moderator 

08:00 – 08:45 Registration 

09:00 – 10:00 Welcome and introductions 

 

The speakers will inform participants of the background to the meeting, 
including the links with the ESCAP Committee on Statistics and the role of the 
Regional Commissions in the follow-up and review of the post-2015 
development agenda implementation. The meeting programme and expected 
outcomes will be presented and how the outcomes of the regional meeting 
can feed into the global process will be outlined. 

 

Participants will introduce themselves and present their expectations to the 
meeting. 

Mr Shun-ichi Murata 

Deputy Executive Secretary, 
ESCAP and the Officer-in-
Charge, a.i. of ESCAP Statistics 
Division 

Ms Aishath Shahuda 

Chief Statistician, National 
Bureau of Statistics, Maldives 
and 
Chair, ESCAP Committee on 
Statistics 

Ms Lisa Bersales 

National Statistician and Civil 
Registrar General, Philippine 
Statistics Authority  
and 
Co-Chair, IAEG-SDGs 

10:00 – 10:30 Group photo 
Coffee/Tea break 

 Session 1: Status update on the process for SDG monitoring at the global, regional 
and national levels 

Expected Outcome: Participants are informed on (i) the context and process for developing a 
global indicator framework and a list of indicators for monitoring SDGs and (ii) possible 
monitoring and reporting arrangements. 

10:30 – 11:30 1A. Global consultations for devising a monitoring framework for the SDGs 

This presentation will inform the participants on the global process including 
the status of the political negotiations and their links to the design of the SDG 
monitoring framework, the work of the IAEG-SDGs and IAEG-HLG, and the 
way forward. It will also present the elements of a possible global monitoring 
and reporting architecture. 

Questions in focus: 

- What roles do national statistical systems play individually and as 
part of the international statistical system in developing the global 
monitoring framework?  

- How is the global monitoring framework taking into account the 
post-2015 requirements for a data revolution and the 
recommendations from the Independent Expert Advisory Group on 
Data Revolution for Sustainable Development? 

- How do the IAEG-SDGs propose to tackle cross-cutting issues across 
targets and goals, i.e. substantive interlinkages among goals and 
targets and methodological guidelines for disaggregation?  

- What are the salient features of the proposed indicator list? 

- What value added do we expect from monitoring at the global level to 
effective implementation of the post-2015 development agenda? 

Ms Francesca Perucci 

Chief, Statistical Services 
Branch, UN Statistics Division 
(NY) 
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11:30 – 12:00 1B. Regional consultation on proposed SDG indicators: African experiences 

Discussion: 

- What aspects of the African experience could be adapted to Asia-
Pacific? 

Mr Raj Gautam Mitra 

Chief, Demographic and Social 
Statistics Section, African 
Centre for Statistics 

12:00 – 13:15 Lunch 

13:15 – 14:00 1C. The outcomes of the first IAEG-SDGs meeting (June 2015) and update 
on their ongoing work 

Questions in focus: 

- What distinguishes the global monitoring framework from regional, 
national and thematic monitoring frameworks? 

- How are the criteria for selecting indicators for the global monitoring 
framework determined and applied? 

Ms Lisa Bersales 

National Statistician and Civil 
Registrar General, Philippine 
Statistics Authority 
and 
Co-Chair, IAEG-SDGs 

14:00 – 15:20 1D. Spotlight on Country Experiences 

Countries were asked to hold consultations with various stakeholders 
regarding the SDG indicators as part of the IAEG-SDGs process. This part of 
the meeting will focus on the experience of one non-IAEG-SDGs member 
country and two IAEG-SDGs member countries on the national-level 
consultations and lessons learnt. 

Questions in focus: 

- What are some good practices for conducting successful SDG 
consultations at the national level? 

- How can the results of national consultations be fed into 
regional/global discussions in a systematic way? 

Mr Hiroyuki Ikeda 

Director, International 
Statistics Division, Office of 
Director-General for Policy 
Planning on Statistical 
Standards, Ministry of 
Internal Affairs and 
Communications, Japan 

and 

Mr Kenichiro Tachi  

Director for International 
Coordination of River 
Engineering, River Planning 
Division, Water and Disaster 
Management Bureau, Ministry 
of Land, Infrastructure, 
Transport and Tourism, Japan 

Joint presentation by: 

Mr Serevi Baledrokadroka 

Acting Deputy Government 
Statistician, Fiji Bureau of 
Statisitcs, Fiji  

and  

Mr Sefuiva Muagututia 

Government Statistician, 
Samoa Bureau of Statistics, 
Samoa 

15:20  – 15:50 Coffee/tea break 

 Session 2: Subregional Consultations on SDG monitoring 

Expected Outcome: Subregional priorities for SDG monitoring are identified and inputs are 
formulated for the second meeting of the IAEG-SDGs. 

15:50 – 16:30 2A. Introduction of the subregional consultations on SDG monitoring 

This presentation will provide a short overview of the discussions from 
regional forums such as the fourth session of the ESCAP Committee on 
Statistics in March 2015 and the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable 
Development in May 2015 as well as a recap of discussions of the present 
meeting. The presentation will also lay out the key questions, the composition 
of groups and the expected outcomes for subregional consultations. 

Mr Yanhong Zhang 

Chief, Population and Social 
Statistics Section, ESCAP 
Statistics Division 
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16:30 – 17:30 2B. Country Presentations on national processes for SDG monitoring and 
issues for national statistical systems 

Groups: 

Eastern Asia (MR-C) 

Central Asia (CR-4) 

Oceania (MR-F) 

South-Eastern Asia (MR-H) 

Southern Asia (MR-D) 

Development partners are encouraged to attend breakout groups of their 
choice. 

Breakout group discussions can start with country presentations addressing 
the following questions: 

- What kind of SDG monitoring consultation process and indicator 
assessment has been undertaken in your country? 

- What are the priority issues (SDG targets) for your country based on 
current policy demands and user requirements including cross-
cutting issues? 

- Which issues (SDG targets) are better suited for national monitoring 
in your opinion and why? 

- Which issues (SDG targets) are better suited for global monitoring in 
your opinion and why? 

 

TUESDAY, 22 SEPTEMBER 

09:00 - 12:00 
(including 
coffee break) 

2B. Country Presentations on national processes for SDG monitoring and 
statistical issues, Cont.  

Groups: 

Eastern Asia (MR-C) 

Central Asia (CR-4) 

Oceania (MR-F) 

South-Eastern Asia (MR-H) 

Southern Asia (MR-D) 

Development partners are encouraged to attend breakout groups of their 
choice. 

Chairs of each subregional 
breakout session 

12:00 – 13.30 Lunch 

13:30 – 17.30 
(including 
coffee break) 

2C. Prioritization of subregional issues (targets) and the associated 
capacity building needs 

Discussion: 

- What are the benefits and challenges that the monitoring 
architecture presented by UNSD on Day 1?  

- To what extent is your national statistical office/system ready to fulfil 
the roles and responsibilities for implementing the proposed 
monitoring architecture?  

- What is the status of consultations and review of proposed SDG 
indicators in the subregion? 

- What are the issues (SDG targets) that are better measured at the 
national level? 

All 
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- What are the main capacity building requirements of the subregion 
for monitoring SDGs including support for statistical planning in sync 
with national development plans? 

WEDNESDAY, 23 SEPTEMBER 

 Session 3: Regional dimension and support for SDG monitoring 

Expected Outcome: SDG monitoring issues common across the region are identified and the 
required regional support including to future consultations for SDG monitoring is outlined. 

09:00 – 12.00 
(including 
coffee break) 

3A. Report back to Plenary from the subregional consultations 

During this session, the rapporteurs of each subregional discussion group will 
present their respective reports. The presentations will be followed by Q&A. 

Chair 

12:10 – 13.10 Lunch 

13:10 – 15.00 3A. Report back to Plenary from the subregional consultations, continued 

During this session, the rapporteurs of each subregional discussion group will 
present their respective reports. The presentations will be followed by Q&A. 

Chair 

15:00 – 15.20 Coffee/tea break 

15:20 – 16.15 3B. Common issues across subregions and the capacity development 
implications for the region 

ESCAP’s presentation will tease out issues that have emerged from the 
subregional discussions common to countries with special needs in the region 
and talk about how various regional mechanisms can support the 
monitoring, follow-up and review of SDGs. 

Discussion: 

- What are some areas where regional capacity building efforts need to 
be enhanced to support SDG monitoring? 

- How can existing regional mechanisms be adapted to respond to 
these needs? 

Ms Margarita Guerrero 

Director, UN Statistical 
Institute for Asia and the 
Pacific 

16:15 – 17.30 3C. Contribution of Asia-Pacific members to IAEG-SDGs work 

Discussion: 

- What are some modalities for IAEG-SDGs members can use to obtain 
the necessary inputs for the global IAEG-SDGs work? 

- Is there a need for regular consultations at the regional level on SDG 
monitoring going forward? If so, what kind of support do the 
countries need from ESCAP and development partners for such 
consultations? 

Panel Discussion  

Mongolia, Pakistan, Samoa, 
PIFS, UNSD, UNDP 

Facilitated by 

Ms  Rikke M. Hansen 

Chief, Economic and 
Environment Statistics 
Section, ESCAP Statistics 
Division 

17:30 – 17.40 Closing Ms Margarita Guerrero 

Director, UN Statistical 
Institute for Asia and the 
Pacific  

Ms Aishath Shahuda 

Chief Statistician, National 
Bureau of Statistics, Maldives 
and 
Chair, ESCAP Committee on 
Statistics 

 


