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Asia-Pacific is the world’s most disaster-prone region. Nearly 45 percent of the world’s natural disasters 

occur in the region, and more than 75 percent of those affected by natural disasters globally live in Asia-

Pacific. Similarly, countries in Asia-Pacific are extremely vulnerable to the effects of climate change. 

Estimates show that the consequences of sea level rise will be most severe in this region, as an area of 

approximately 74,000 square kilometers in twelve Asia-Pacific countries risks permanent inundation by a 

one-meter sea level rise1. Seasonal flooding around the Brahmaputra river basin also affects millions 

annually, and rapid development in some Asian countries is resulting in some of the world’s fastest rates 

of deforestation and biodiversity loss.2  

Evidence from major disasters in the region in recent years, from floods and droughts to tsunamis and 

earthquakes, shows that women and men are affected differently and have different needs when it 

comes to response and recovery. Similarly, women and men interact differently with natural resources 

and are therefore affected differently by climate change and environmental degradation. Existing 

inequalities associated with limited access to resources, restricted rights, and lack of women’s voices in 

decision-making, increase women’s vulnerability to the effects of climate change.  

Environmental statistics that reflect these differences, however, are rarely available. Across the SDG 

monitoring framework, the goals on oceans, terrestrial ecosystems, water and sanitation, sustainable 

consumption, energy and industry all lack gender-related indicators. Similarly, none of the Sendai 

indicators capture a gender angle according to official indicator names. This evidences an overall lack of 

understanding of these connections, and also results in extremely limited availability of gender-sensitive 

environmental statistics. In response to this gap, an Expert Meeting on Statistics on Gender and the 

Environment is being convened in September 2019.  

With financial support from UN Women UN Environment, the Expert Meeting will bring together 

national statisticians, officials from Ministries of Environment, representatives from disaster 

management authorities, civil society organizations and academic institutions to:  

- Identify key priority thematic areas that are of high relevance to assess the connections 

between environmental and gender issues in countries of Asia and the Pacific. 

- Building on UNEP’s “Unlocking information for action and measuring the SDGs”3 report and 

other existing work on the connections between gender and environment statistics, refine the 

set of gender-related indicators that could be best suited to measure these connections in Asia 

and the Pacific, noting that these indicators should be in line (to the extent possible) with 

internationally agreed indicators and frameworks. 

                                                           
1 See World Bank: http://blogs.worldbank.org/eastasiapacific/risk-of-sea-level-rise-high-stakes-for-east-asia-
pacific-region-countries 
2 See UNFPA: https://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/resource-pdf/18-291-DeliveringSuppliesCrisis-Asia-
finalweb.pdf  
3 See: https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/report/gender-and-environment-statistics-unlocking-
information-action-and-measuring-sdgs 
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- Discuss preparation and dissemination of documents, brochures or other information products 

on gender and environment statistics, with the expectation that these materials could be used 

to inform future production of related statistics, including to monitor the SDGs.  

- Advocate for the importance of producing environment statistics from a gender perspective and 

enhancing financing of this endeavor. 

- Identify needs and possible areas of future work in this field (including to improve indicators, 

data sources, reporting mechanisms and advocacy efforts, among others) in view of proposing 

the establishment of an expert group or other suitable mechanisms to enhance the production 

of environmental statistics from a gender perspective in the region.  

- In the event that participants express interest to take this work forward, discuss the specificities 

associated with further country engagement, management/coordination of the work and any 

required funding to take it forward.  

The proposed work in this area is of high relevance and timeliness, as it could inform global normative 

and methodological advancements to enhance SDG monitoring, including for producing data to monitor 

the commitment to Leave No One Behind.  Accomplishments could be reported to the international 

statistical system and wider international community through ESCAP’s Committee on Statistics, the 

IAEG-GS, the IAEG-SDGs, the UN Statistical Commission, the Commission on the Status of Women or the 

UN Environment Assembly. 

 

 

DRAFT AGENDA 
 

Day 1 

08:00 – 09:00 Registration 

09:00 – 10:00 Opening Session  

• Opening Remarks: Papa Seck (Chief Statistician, UN Women), 

Isabelle Louis (Deputy Regional Director, UN Environment Asia 

Pacific), Gemma Van Halderen (Director Statistics Division, ESCAP), 

Aban Marker Kabraji (Regional Director, IUCN Asia). 

• Objectives of the meeting 

• Roundtable introduction of the Participants 

• Introduction of the Agenda 

10:00 – 10:30 Group Photo 

Tea/Coffee Break 

10:30 – 12:00 Session 1: Setting the Scene  

Part I: Pointing at the connections between gender and environment 



 

• Keynote speech: Pressing issues on gender and environment: SDGs 

and beyond (Vandana Shiva, via WEBEX) 

Moderator: Molly Gilligan 

Panel discussion: Looking at environmental issues from a gender 

perspective 

• State of gender and environment in Asia and the Pacific: How much 

do we know? (Annette Wallgren, UN Environment) 

• Young women as agents of change towards sustainable organic 

farming (Neha Raj Singh, Navdanya) 

• Gender-based violence and environment linkages (Maeve 

Nightingale, IUCN) 

• Q&A 

12:00 – 13:30 Lunch 

13:30 – 15:15 Session 1: Setting the Scene (continued) 

Chair: Virisine Taletawa Lalasava 

Part II: Measuring the connections between gender and environment 

• Summary of existing monitoring frameworks on gender and 

environment (Kimberly Vo, UN Women) 

• Brief summary of the publication “Unlocking information for action 

and measuring the SDGs” (Ludgarde Coppens, UN Environment, and 

Molly Gilligan, IUCN) 

• Measuring environment and gender: the Asia-Pacific experience 

(Afsaneh Yazdani, UN ESCAP) 

• The Sendai Framework Monitor and indicators (Timothy Willcox, 

UNDRR) 

• Q&A, discussion 

15:15 – 15:30 Tea/Coffee Break 

15:30 – 17:00 Panel discussion: Integrating gender into national environmental policies 

and related monitoring frameworks 

Moderator: Ludgarde Coppens 

Panelists 

• Khlok Vichet Ratha, Ministry of Environment, Cambodia 

• Virisine Taletawa Lalasava, Ministry of Agriculture, Fiji 

• Phetsakhone Bounyavong, NSO, Lao PDR 

• Rana Lal Kulal, Karnali Integrated Rural Development and Research 

Centre, Nepal 

• Q&A and discussion 

 



 

Day 2 

09:00 – 09:15  Recap of Day 1  

Organizers 

09:15 – 10:15 Session 2: Filling the gaps 

Chair: Md. Alamgir Hossen 

Part I: Assessing data gaps and identifying solutions  

• Assessment of gaps: 

o Integrating a gender angle in disaster and climate change 

statistics: Results from the Expert meeting (Sara Duerto 

Valero, UN Women) 

o Initial mapping of indicators and data gaps on gender and 

environment statistics and related proposal for the region 

(Sara Duerto Valero, UN Women & Sharita Serrao, ESCAP) 

• Q&A, discussion 

10:15 – 10:30 Tea/Coffee Break 

10:30 – 12:30 Session 2: Filling the gaps (continued) 

Part II: Innovating with traditional data sources 

• Post disaster needs assessment surveys and why they matter for 

women (Harmawanti Marhaeni, Indonesia NSO) 

• Integrating gender-related questions in Mongolia’s Livestock census 

to assess women’s herders’ needs (Amarbal Avirmed, Mongolia 

NSO) 

• Making surveys fit-for-purpose: Integrating gender across 

environment-related questionnaires, methodologies and data 

processing (Gerry Brady, NSO, Ireland, via WEBEX)  

• Producing statistics for gendered environmental indicators in 

Vietnam (Nguyen Than Tu, Vietnam NSO and Luong Minh Ngoc, 

Vietnam DMA) 

• Q&A, discussion 

12:30 – 14:00 Lunch 

14:00 – 15:30 Session 2: Filling the gaps (continued) 

Chair: Sudarmanto Budi Nugroho 

Part III: Non-conventional data sources and innovative approaches: case 

studies 

• Tapping on unconventional data sources to obtain actionable 

intelligence on the connections between gender and environment 

(Rajius Idzalika, Pulse Lab Jakarta office) 



 

• Using big data to promote gender equality in agriculture (Sangita 

Dubey, FAO) 

• Assessing women’s exposure and coping capacity in disaster 

settings (Yichun Wang, Consultant for UN Women and ESCAP, via 

WEBEX)  

• Measuring land cover and differentiated gender impacts through 

cloud computing and peer-reviewed methods (Karthikeyan 

Matheswaran, Stockholm Environment Institute) 

• Q&A, discussion 

15:30 – 15:45 Tea/Coffee Break 

15:45 – 17:00 Panel discussion: New solutions for long-lasting problems 

Moderator: Sangita Dubey 

• Innovative ways of dealing with the sex-differentiated challenges 

associated with urban mobility in Indonesian Cities (The cases of 

Semarang City, Bandung City and Bogor City) (Dr. Sudarmanto Budi 

Nugroho, IGES/Indonesia) 

• Turning traditional knowledge into data (Rossy Mitiepo, Niue 

Meteorological Serivce, via WEBEX) 

• New digital technologies to enhance women’s lives through 

agriculture development (Ashish Narayan, ITU) 

• Counting environmental migrants through Call Detail Records (Xin 

Lu, Karolinska Institutet, via WEBEX)  

• Crowd sourcing for disaster preparedness (Kavinda Gunasekara, 

AIT) 

• Using big data to promote gender equality in environmental 

management and conservation (Eleanor Carey, Data 2x, via WEBEX)  

• Q&A, discussion 

 

Day 3 

09:00 – 09:15  Recap of Days 1 and 2  

Organizers 

09:15 – 11:00 Session 3: Way forward 

Chairs: Sara Duerto Valero & Sharita Serrao 

Furthering the work on gender and environment statistics 

• Group work: Identifying a comprehensive set of key thematic areas 

of focus for gender and environment for Asia and the Pacific 

o Priority areas, including missing thematic areas from current 

international development frameworks. 



 

o Identifying related indicators 

(during group 

work) 

Tea/Coffee Break 

11:00 – 12:00 • Group Presentations 

• Discussion 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch 

13:00 – 14:45 Session 5: Way forward (continued) 

Future collaboration to fill data gaps on gender and the environment 

• Group work: Supporting countries in Asia and the Pacific to 

generate data on gender and environment 

o Strategies to support the generation of data on gender and 

environment 

o Next steps for furthering work on gender and environment 

statistics 

• Group presentations 

14:45 – 15:00 Coffee break 

15:00 – 16:00 Session 5: Way forward (continued) 

Summary of discussions, next steps and closing remarks 

• Plenary discussion on way forward 

• Timelines and next steps 

• Closing 

 


