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Background 

Foreign investment and global value chain (GVC) participation have produced diverse developmental 
outcomes in host countries, with some benefitting more than others. One of the many reasons for the 
differences is the extent and quality of linkages between multinationals and domestic firms, in particular 
small and medium enterprises (SMEs). Recognising the importance of leveraging foreign investment to 
integrate SMEs into GVCs, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) undertook and completed a joint study that 
focused specifically on Southeast Asia. 
 
See link to publication:  
http://www.oecd.org/industry/inv/investment-policy/integrating-southeast-asian-smes-in-global-value-
chains.htm  
 

Objective 

This event will discuss the recently launched OECD-UNIDO report. The report identifies investment and 
related policies to enhance linkages between SMEs in Southeast Asia. It draws on evidence collected 
through an enterprise survey in Thailand and factfinding missions in Lao’s PDR, Malaysia, Thailand and Viet 
Nam. In this 90 minutes side event, moderated by ESCAP, the representatives of OECD and UNIDO will 
present key findings and policy interventions suggested in the Report. As the event is open to all participants 
of the Asia-Pacific Trade and Investment Week, it is hoped that it will provide an opportunity for a dialogue 
on how to improve policy formulation and coordination with a focus on promoting equitable and responsible 
economic development. 
 
See link to event: 
https://www.unescap.org/events/integrating-southeast-asian-smes-global-value-chains  

http://www.oecd.org/industry/inv/investment-policy/integrating-southeast-asian-smes-in-global-value-chains.htm
http://www.oecd.org/industry/inv/investment-policy/integrating-southeast-asian-smes-in-global-value-chains.htm
https://www.unescap.org/events/integrating-southeast-asian-smes-global-value-chains


 

 

Agenda 

Moderator:  Ms. Mia Mikic, Director, Trade, Investment and Innovation Division, UN ESCAP 
 
12.30 – 12.40 Welcoming remarks: 

 

Mr. Stein Hansen, Director and Representative of UNIDO’s Thailand Regional Hub 
 

12.40 – 13.10 Presentation: Key findings and messages from the report 
 

Ms. Iris Mantovani, Policy Analyst, OECD Investment Division 
 

13.10 – 13.30  Panel discussion: Do we need to rethink the role of public policy in promoting greater 
integration of SMEs into GVCs? If so, what ought to be done differently? Beyond 
framework conditions such as business climate and infrastructure quality, what are good 
practices in terms of promoting linkages between foreign investors and domestic firms? 
What are some of the key lessons learned from Southeast Asia’s integration into GVCs 
that may also apply to other developing regions? 
 

Ms. Mia Mikic, Director, Trade, Investment and Innovation Division, UN ESCAP 
Mr. Madhurjya Kumar Dutta, Director of Trade & Investment Facilitation, Mekong Institute 
 

13.30 – 14.00 Open discussion 
 

14.00 Closing 
 


