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Asia-Pacific workshop on mainstreaming the 

Sustainable Development Goals into planning, 

budgetary, financing and investment processes 
 

5 to 7 November 2019 

United Nations Conference Centre, Rajdamnern Nok Avenue, Bangkok 

  

In the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, countries have committed to move beyond GDP-

centric progress and towards a multi-dimensional approach which balances the economic, social and 

environmental dimensions of development. Nevertheless, the latest report by the UN Secretary-

General on Sustainable Development Goals progress states: “It is abundantly clear that a much deeper, 

faster and more ambitious response is needed to unleash the social and economic transformation 

needed to achieve our 2030 goals.” To this end, the Secretary-General has released a three-year 

Roadmap for Financing the 2030 Agenda, which calls for (a) aligning global economic policies and 

financial systems with the 2030 Agenda; (b) enhancing sustainable financing strategies and 

investments at the regional and country levels; and (c) seizing the potential of financial innovations, 

new technologies and digitalization to provide equitable access to finance.   

 

At the same time, there is growing empirical evidence that proactively addressing such challenges as 

inequality of income and opportunities, environmental degradation and climate change are better for 

the economy as well. Countries with equitable distribution of income tend to sustain high economic 

growth for longer periods. Early interventions on climate change adaptation results in slower capital 

depreciation, lower debt accumulation, and higher GDP. Economic policy makers are in coordinating 

roles through national planning, budgetary, financing and investment processes and could help bring 

about a deeper, faster and more ambitious response to the challenges which our societies face. Indeed, 

achieving the Sustainable Development Goals will require whole-of-government and whole-of-society 

approaches.  

 

Objective and participants  
 

Drawing on technical expertise and diverse country experiences, the workshop aims to highlight how 

policy makers in the Asia-Pacific region could effectively mainstream the Sustainable Development 

Goals into national planning, budgetary, financing and investment processes.  

 

Main participants are senior or mid-level government officials from planning and finance ministries 

who are responsible for mainstreaming the Sustainable Development Goals and climate action into 

their organization’s work. In total, about 15-20 countries from across Asia and the Pacific are expected 

to participate. Invited country participants are requested to deliver a brief presentation in one of the 

substantive sessions and to actively participate in the open discussion of all sessions.   

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjFldzq49jgAhVKE6YKHYflB6wQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D2ahUKEwj5-Jne49jgAhWoxosBHdTnCVwQjRx6BAgBEAU%26url%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.unescap.org%2F%26psig%3DAOvVaw2PAOWAvnAtItj3IdyI3S-S%26ust%3D1551249183293148&psig=AOvVaw2PAOWAvnAtItj3IdyI3S-S&ust=1551249183293148
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Agenda and expected outcomes  
 

The three-day workshop consists of the following six substantive sessions.  

 

1. SDG roadmap, investment needs and trends  

2. Fiscal policy and budgetary process 

3. Monetary and financial policies  

4. Corporate governance and investment policies  

5. Integrated national financing framework  

6. Way forward: Strengthening our policy toolkit  

 

It is expected that participants will gain a better understanding of how to integrate SDGs progress and 

investment needs assessments into national plans and strategies. Participants would also gain a bird’s-

eye view of how various economic policies could contribute to achieving sustainable development and 

thereby increase their capacity to coordinate actions and enhance policy coherence and synergies. 

Participants would also learn from each other’s experiences and have opportunities to network. On 

the morning of the second and third day, there will also be an opportunity to participate in relevant 

agenda items of the ESCAP Committee on Macroeconomic Policy, Poverty Reduction and Financing 

for Development and thereby contribute to enhancing regional cooperation.  

 

Contact persons 
 

On the workshop agenda, please contact Mr. Daniel Jeong-Dae Lee, Economic Affairs Officer, 

Macroeconomic Policy and Financing for Development Division, ESCAP through phone +66 2288 1892 

or email lee75@un.org and Ms. Emily Davis, Policy Specialist, Development Finance and Effectiveness, 

UNDP Bangkok Regional Hub through email emily.davis@undp.org For visa and travel, please contact 

Ms. Chawarin Klongdee, ESCAP through phone +66 2288 1696 or email klongdee@un.org.  

 

Annotated agenda with speakers  

 

DAY 1                                                    5 November 2019 

 

08:30-09:00 
Upon entering UN Conference Centre, register on the ground floor, then 

proceed to Meeting Room A on the first floor    

 Opening 

09:00-09:40 

Welcome and opening remarks by the organizers  

•  Valerie Cliff, Deputy Regional Director for Asia & Pacific, UNDP 

•  Hamza Ali Malik, Director, Macroeconomic Policy and Financing for 

Development, ESCAP 

Opening remarks and keynote address 

•  Wanchat Suwankitti, Senior Advisor, on behalf of the Secretary General, 

Office of the National Economic and Social Development Council, Thailand  

•  Fathimath Niuma, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Planning and 

Infrastructure, Maldives  

mailto:lee75@un.org
mailto:emily.davis@undp.org
mailto:klongdee@un.org
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09:40-10:00 Group Photo and Coffee Break 

Session 1 SDG roadmap, investment needs and trends 

10:00-12:20 

An important aspect of mainstreaming the Sustainable Development Goals into 

national planning is to select priority indicators, set ambitious yet achievable 

targets, and assess progress towards those targets in a systematic manner based 

on timely and high-quality data. ESCAP’s Asia and the Pacific SDG Progress Report 

2019 finds that progress has been stagnant or heading in the wrong direction for 

several Goals, especially when it comes to environmental sustainability.  

 

While countries are mainstreaming the Goals into their national development 

plans, only few have conducted a comprehensive assessment of their resource 

implications, or how much additional investments would be required to achieve 

the Goals by 2030. Such an assessment could help countries to effectively mobilize 

resources as well as allocate them to priority areas. ESCAP, in collaboration with 

UN and other specialized agencies, undertook this assessment. The Economic and 

Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific 2019: Ambitions beyond growth estimates that 

Asia-Pacific developing countries should invest an additional $1.5 trillion per year 

to achieve the Goals by 2030. The figure summarizes the main results.  

 

 

Source: ESCAP, Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific 2019: Ambitions beyond growth (Sales no. 

E.19.II.F.6)  

Moderator 

•  Sweta C. Saxena, Chief, Macroeconomic Policy and Analysis, MPFD, ESCAP  

Country case studies   

•  Indonesia’s SDG roadmap toward 2030 – Amalia Widyasanti, Senior 

Advisor, Ministry of National Development Planning (Bappenas) 

•  Accelerating SDG localisation in India – Alen John Samuel, SDG Officer, 

National Institution for Transforming India (NITI) Aayog  

•  Lao PDR’s experience in mainstreaming SDGs into its national 

development framework – Sipaphaphone Chounramany, Deputy Director 

of Development Planning Division, Department of Planning, Ministry of 

Planning and Investment 

•  Papua New Guinea’s Development planning and budgeting overview – 

Jeremiah Paua, Senior Economic Policy Officer, Department of National 

Planning and Monitoring 

http://data.unescap.org/
http://data.unescap.org/
https://www.unescap.org/publications/economic-and-social-survey-asia-and-pacific-2019-ambitions-beyond-growth
https://www.unescap.org/publications/economic-and-social-survey-asia-and-pacific-2019-ambitions-beyond-growth
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•  New Zealand’s Well-being budget 2019 –  

Tim Ng, Deputy Secretary, Chief Economic Adviser, Treasury (prerecorded)  

SDGs progress assessment (Where the Asia-Pacific stands on the SDGs?)   

  •  Arman Bidar Bakhtnia, Statistics Division, ESCAP   

SDGs investment needs – SDG costing results and guidebook  

•  Zhenqian Huang and Daniel Jeong-Dae Lee, MPFD, ESCAP  

SDGs investment trends monitor  

  •  Amelia U. Santos-Paulino, Chief, Investment Research Section, Division on    

     Investment and Enterprise, UNCTAD, Geneva (VC) 

12:20-13:30 Lunch 

Session 2 Fiscal policy and budgetary process 

13:30-15:20 

Financing the investment needs requires a concerted effort driven by the 

assessment of fiscal space and leveraging the private sector. Some Sustainable 

Development Goals are by their nature reliant on public funding, such as 

education, health, climate change adaptation and conservation, while others offer 

greater potential for private financing ‒ infrastructure sectors, such as information 

and communications technology, power and renewable energy.  

 

An increasing number of countries are considering integrating the Sustainable 

Development Goals into their budgeting processes. For instance, the Philippines 

decided to create an SDG subgroup under the national budget coordination 

committee consisting of the ministers of planning, finance and budget. New 

Zealand has included well-being indicators in the budget process. These are 

relevant also to ongoing reforms on performance budgeting and medium-term 

expenditure frameworks aimed at strengthening the linkages between policy 

priorities and the budget. Fiscal transparency initiatives could also support the 

mainstreaming of the Sustainable Development Goals and the principles of good 

governance advocated in Goal 16 into the budget process.  

 

Fiscal incentives and corrective taxes to bring about behavioural change and 

innovation are particularly relevant if countries were to achieve the environment-

related Sustainable Development Goals. Reducing inequalities will require careful 

design of the fiscal system, with redistributive policies which consider the effects 

of both taxes (who bears the burden) and expenditures (who benefits).  

Moderator 

•  Asad Maken, Governance and Public Finance Specialist, UNDP  

Country case studies   

•  The Philippines case: Ensuring achievement of the SDGs – Yolanda Reyes,  

Director IV, Fiscal Planning and Reforms Bureau, Department of Budget  

and Management 

•  Budget and SDG: A civil society perspective on India – Protiva Kundu,  

   Centre for Budget and Governance Accountability 
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•  Vanuatu – Fiscal policy and budget process – Wenny Tarikelana, Fiscal 

Economist, Department of Finance and Treasury 

•  Cambodia’s climate and SDG budgeting – Bun Heng Sok, International         

Cooperation and Debt Management, Ministry of Economy and Finance                    

Climate expenditure review and SDGs budgeting  

•  Asif Shah, Regional Public Finance Specialist, UNDP Pakistan (VC) 

Fiscal space and risk management  

•  Jyoti Bisbey and Daniel Jeong-Dae Lee, MPFD, ESCAP  

Municipal public finance   

•  Zheng Jian, MPFD, ESCAP  

15:20-15:30 Coffee Break 

Session 3 Monetary and financial policies 

15:30-16:30 

Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals also requires major changes in the 

financial system. The UN Secretary-General’s Roadmap for Financing the 2030 

Agenda calls on policy-makers and regulators to: (i) price externalities into the 

economic and financial system; (ii) integrate environmental, social and governance 

issues into the concept of fiduciary duty; and (iii) put in place policies and 

regulations that create incentives for long-term market investment in climate-

resilient infrastructure, and for divestment from carbon-intensive technologies. 

Several countries in the region have been promoting green credit and sustainable 

banking. Countries are also beginning to integrate climate-related risks into 

financial stability monitoring and prudential supervision. At the same time, 

countries are leveraging on financial technology to benefit underserved individuals 

and communities.  

Moderator 

•  Jyoti Bisbey, Economic Affairs Officer, MPFD, ESCAP  

Green finance: experience of China  

•  CHENG Lin, Deputy Director of Center for Green Finance Development at  

PBC School of Finance at Tsinghua University, and China Coordinator for  

the Green Investment Principles for the Belt and Road (VC) 

Sustainable banking: experience of Thailand  

•  Vorapat Praneeprachachon, Assistant Director, Sustainable Banking, Bank  

of Thailand  

Leaving no one behind in the digital era  

•  Vincent Wierda, UNCDF Regional Coordinator for Asia  

16:30-16:45 Summary of Day 1 discussions 

 

 

 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sg-finance-strategy/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sg-finance-strategy/
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DAY 2                                                    6 November 2019 

 

08:30-09:00 Registration (Conference Room 3, UN Conference Centre) 

09:00-12:00 

Committee on Macroeconomic Policy, Poverty Reduction and Financing for 

Development  

Agenda item 2: Mainstreaming the Sustainable Development Goals into 

economic policymaking   

12:00-13:30 Lunch 

 Move to Meeting Room A 

Session 4 Corporate governance and investment policies 

13:30-14:30 

From the viewpoint of sustainably improving corporate value, it is considered an 

important challenge for companies to take appropriate approaches toward 

integrating SDGs into their management and attracting ESG investments. In 

countries such as Japan, many large companies and venture businesses appear to 

be embarking on cutting-edge efforts to enhance corporate value by connecting 

SDGs ttio management. At the same time, while developing countries have been 

working actively to attract as much foreign direct investment (FDI) as possible, 

there is a need to identify best practices and formulate concrete recommendations 

for policies to promote and facilitate FDI which supports economic, social and 

environmental dimensions of sustainable development.  

 

Moderator 

•  Jyoti Bisbey, Economic Affairs Officer, MPFD, ESCAP  

Integrating SDGs and ESG: an overview  

•  Jyoti Bisbey, MPFD, ESCAP  

Guide for SDG business management in Japan 

•  Masuo Kuremura, Director of Industrial Finance, Economic and Industrial 

Policy Bureau, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, Japan   

InfraBlocks Sustainability and Impact Asia Fund  

• Mr. Shubhomoy Ray, Managing Director and CEO, FINNACLE 

Improving sustainability of FDI   

•  Marc Proksch, Chief, Investment and Enterprise Development, ESCAP  

 

Open discussion   

14:30-15:00 Coffee Break 

Session 5 Integrated national financing framework 
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15:00-17:00 

In the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, and more recently in the 2019 Financing for 

Development Forum, countries committed to put Integrated National Financing 

Frameworks (INFFs) that support nationally owned sustainable development 

strategies at the heart of their efforts. INFFs are a comprehensive framework 

mapping the landscape for financing sustainable development at country-level 

(incl. all financial and non-financial means of implementation of the Addis Ababa 

Action Agenda) and laying out a financing strategy to implement targeted policies 

and reforms in order to reach the SDGs. INFFs are a powerful tool which can help 

countries overcome many of the impediments to financing sustainable 

development. INFFs help governments and their partners develop a better 

understanding of the national financial landscape and coordinate efforts to 

mobilise and align a wide range of financing sources (public and private, domestic 

and international) with the country’s sustainable development priorities, making 

use of the full potential of all financial and non-financial resources. By adequately 

mobilising the full range of financing options and combining them with appropriate 

policies and reforms for their national development plan implementation, 

countries are better placed to achieve the SDGs.  

 

To this end, one of the tools available to countries is UNDP’s Development Finance 

Assessment, which identifies opportunities to mobilize additional sources of 

finance and use existing financial resources more efficiently to achieve the 

Sustainable Development Goals. It follows a process of multi-stakeholder 

consultation informed by accessible analysis on finance policy issues and what they 

mean for a wide range of actors and build an agreed roadmap that can support 

progress across areas such as: strengthening the link between planning and finance 

policy functions, reforms for mobilizing resources, and effectively managing 

finance for results. UNDP’s Integrated Financing Solutions: How countries around 

the world are innovating to finance the Sustainable development Goals presents 

more than 40 case studies, which can inspire policy makers with ideas about the 

type of solutions that can be applicable in their contexts.  

 

Moderator 

•  Scott Standley, Economic Advisor, UNDP 

Integrated national financing frameworks, and lessons learnt from 

Development Finance Assessment 

•  Scott Standley, Economic Advisor, UNDP 

Country case studies 

•  A.T.M Siddiqur Rahman, Joint Secretary, Finance Division, Ministry of 

Finance, Bangladesh  

•  Narayan Dhakal, Undersecretary, Ministry of Finance, Nepal  

•  Antonio Freitas, Director General, Development Partnership Management, 

Ministry of Finance, Timor-Leste 

•  Tui L. Sikivou, Principal Economist, Fiscal Policy, Research & Analysis,  

    Ministry of Economy, Fiji  

•  Turbadrakh Tumenjargal, Green Development Policy and Planning  

   Department, Ministry of Environment and Tourism, Mongolia  

https://www.un.org/development/desa/publications/financing-for-sustainable-development-report-2019.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/publications/financing-for-sustainable-development-report-2019.html
https://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/content/rbap/en/home/library/sustainable-development/development-finance-assessment-guidebook.html
https://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/content/rbap/en/home/library/sustainable-development/development-finance-assessment-guidebook.html
https://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/content/rbap/en/home/library/sustainable-development/integrated-financing-solutions.html
https://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/content/rbap/en/home/library/sustainable-development/integrated-financing-solutions.html
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•  China’s experience on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda – ZHANG 

Cuizhen, Dean, School of International Economics, China Foreign Affairs 

University  

Open discussion 

 

 

 

DAY 3                                                    7 November 2019 

 

08:30-09:00 Registration (Conference Room 3, UN Conference Centre) 

09:00-12:00 

Committee on Macroeconomic Policy, Poverty Reduction and Financing for 

Development  

Agenda item 4: Enhancing regional cooperation to leverage financing for 

countries with special needs  

12:00-13:30 Lunch 

 Move to Meeting Room A 

Session 6 Way forward: Strengthening our policy toolkit 

13:30-15:00 

Moderator 

•  Shuvojit Banerjee, Economic Affairs Officer, MPFD, ESCAP 

SDGs interlinkages and accelerators, and forthcoming Asia-Pacific Forum on 

Sustainable Development (APFSD) 

•  Katinka Weinberger, Chief, Environment and Development Policy, ESCAP 

Integrating planning and reporting toolkit (IPRT) 

•  Ben McCarthy, Development Planning Section, and Ahmed Al-Awah,  

IT Strategic Advisory Unit, Economic Commission for Africa  

National Expert SDG Tool for Energy Planning (NEXSTEP) 

•  Anis Zaman, Energy Division, ESCAP 

IT Strategic Advisory Unit, Economic Commission for Africa  

Guidebook on SDG costing – How to make it useful? 

•  Zakaria Zoundi and Daniel Jeong-Dae Lee, ESCAP, and Scott Standley, 

UNDP 

15:00-15:30 

Final thoughts around the table    

•  All participants  

Summary and closing remarks  

•  Shuvojit Banerjee, ESCAP; and Scott Standley, UNDP 

Participant evaluation 

 


