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Afghanistan  

Policy responses 

Containment 24 February, First confirmed case was known, one who has returned from 

Iran 

Early March onwards, more than 9,000 – 11,000 Afghans are returning 

daily from Iran 

2 March, Afghan-Pakistan border was officially closed for 2 weeks 

12 March, Nowruz holiday (supposedly happening in 20 March) was 

cancelled 

14 March, public gatherings were prohibited, also announced that schools 

would not open until 21 April  

22 March, First confirmed death;  health authorities launched a public 

awareness campaign to help the public understand in the prevention of the 

spread of the virus 

24-25 March, Restrictive movements of residents in the provinces were 

imposed  

26 March, Announced release of 10,000 prisoners 

28 March, Kabul went on lockdown for 3 weeks 

authorities held public campaigns on social distancing and washing of 

hands; 

Late March, 500 mosques in Herat were closed for religious services  

5 April, A fatwa was announced to restrict prayer services in mosques 

across the country 

11 April, Government announced that lessons would be taught online via 

television and radio 

7 May, Government launched a website for online learning  

 

Between March-April, there were temporary border closures between 

Afghanistan-Iran and Afghanistan-Pakistan, international flights were 

suspended except incoming from Pakistan and Dubai; domestic flights 

between Kabul and Herat (the epicenter of transmission in the country) 

were also suspended.  

 

Due to the limited number of testing kits and the testing laboratories (only 

10 in the entire country), the number of infection is feared to be higher 

than what is being reported publicly. 

 

Fiscal Allocation of Af 1.9 billion (0.1 percent of GDP) for urgent health needs, 

such as: 

- establishing testing labs, including at border crossings; 

- setting up special wards to boost hospitalization and care capacity; 

- procuring the most critical medical supplies. 

 

Ease tax compliance, extending the filing deadlines by 2 months. 

 

Provision of social relief package – cash transfers or in-kind – to support 

vulnerable households. 

 

Provisions of wheat to IDPs and daily wage earners. 



 

Rations of flatbread are given to more than 250,000 families in Kabul and 

also in other provinces during measured lockdowns. 

 

WB approved $100.4M grant to support the country’s COVID-19 

response and to its already weak economy. WHO, ADB, EU (117M euros 

plus technical support), other countries and international NGOs and 

foundation have sent aid (PPEs, masks, medical machines, and food), and 

pledged support too.   

Monetary  Da Afghanistan Bank (DAB) has suspended administrative penalties and 

fees, postponed the IFRS-9 implementation to June 2021, and froze loan 

classifications at the pre-pandemic cutoff of end-February. 

Financial Investors and private sector to receive additional support from the 

Government if they invest in basic needs, particularly in cooking oil. 

Other policy measures Increased the frequency of Financial Stability Committee meetings, 

enhanced the monitoring of early signs of liquidity stress, and reviewed 

banks’ business continuity plans. 

 

A committee has been established to ensure price control of food items. 

 

Localizing the expenditure authority to governors for timely responses. 

 

Source: International and local news; information compiled ILO, IMF, and OCHA humanitarian response 

report.  


