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Background and Introduction 

One of the lessons of the COVID-19 pandemic is the key role of cross-border movement of 
goods at different phases of the pandemic  as it evolves in each country, from providing 
sufficient goods (in terms of quantity and variety) to support effective containment solutions 
to limiting the impact of such a pandemic in the medium and long term. As more and more 
countries have implemented social distancing and quarantine measures and banned entry of 
foreigners into their territories, great volumes of essential goods, such as basic commodities, 
foodstuff, agricultural products, and medical goods, still needed to keep flowing efficiently 
across borders and be delivered to all segments of the population, satisfying their varying 
needs. The production and delivery of medical supplies and eventual vaccines or other 
medical treatments also closely depend on the state of the global and regional supply chains 
and freight logistics.  However, as the COVID-19 crisis unfolded, it became increasingly 
difficult to track and monitor national responses, affecting freight distribution, prompting 
several international agencies, including the World Trade Organization (WTO), World 
Customs Organization (WCO), the United Nations (UN) System, the International Transport 
Forum (ITF) at the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), and 
many others, to set up ad hoc monitoring mechanisms for sharing this information.  

As the main regional platform for transport cooperation in Asia and the Pacific, United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) has been monitoring the 
policy responses along the regional transport infrastructure network in Asia and the Pacific, 
as formalized by intergovernmental agreements on the Asian Highway Network and other 
relevant agreements.1 The preliminary review by ESCAP of the measures on cross-border 
transport, introduced by the member States, as a response to the COVID-19 unfolding 
pandemic, suggest that most of the introduced policy measures have been exempted to 
freight flows of essential products and, in some cases, of the general freight, while introducing 
necessary sanitary and health requirements.  

The ITF’s Road Transport Group, which has the core responsibility of managing the 
Multilateral Quota system and distributing truck licenses in European member countries of 

 
1 https://www.unescap.org/our-work/transport/transport-facilitation-and-connecting-subregional-transport-
networks/monitoring-transport-policy-response-covid-19  

https://www.unescap.org/our-work/transport/transport-facilitation-and-connecting-subregional-transport-networks/monitoring-transport-policy-response-covid-19
https://www.unescap.org/our-work/transport/transport-facilitation-and-connecting-subregional-transport-networks/monitoring-transport-policy-response-covid-19
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the ITF, has also granted extension of certifications and licenses in respond to COVID-19 as 
temporary derogations for the transport of goods. 

While encouraging, this does not necessarily mean that the freight can, indeed, flow freely 
across the borders, as newly and unilaterally introduced measures, such as quarantine 
measures for road transport operators, for instance, had a direct repercussion on the fluidity 
of cross-border operations. On the other hand, the pandemic also prompted an accelerated 
innovation and facilitation of business processes, which enhanced countries’ capacity to deal 
with the outbreak and to ensure a minimal functioning of the society. Measures on licensing 
to transport operators, the monitoring of compliance, the operationalization of trucking 
companies and road facilities during pandemic would also need to be reviewed and digitalized 
when appropriate. Extensions of vehicle certifications have been granted in some instances, 
while the validity of short-term licenses is also treated with leniency and extended to allow 
vehicles to complete their journeys. Such measures can support the development of transport 
policy responses to future disruptions, as well as more efficient, inclusive and resilient 
transport connectivity.  

Objective  

The main objective of this webinar is to analyze the transport response to the pandemic crisis 
with the focus on cross-border freight transport operations in Southeast Asia. The goal is to 
foster an exchange of best practices and lessons learned among the participating countries, 
as well as to identify priority areas for regional cooperation among ASEAN countries that 
could be further supported by ESCAP, the rest of the UN system and the ITF.  The discussion 
will also cover the measures to ensure and enhance the health and safety, as well as 
performance of cross-border transport workers. Relevant topics include the following.  

1. Measures to ensure the required physical distancing for transport workers (e.g. 
innovation of the protective equipment) and its impact on productivity. 

2. Incentive and control measures to achieve successful policy implementation of the 
pandemic-related measures; 

3. Other measures to ensure the health and well-being of transport workers during the 
pandemic. 

This event also serves as a platform to share insights from other countries beyond Southeast 
Asia on policy responses, recovery measures and the role of regional cooperation.  The results 
of the discussions will guide ESCAP’s work on helping the region “build back better” and shift 
to a new, more sustainable transport  system in the post-COVID-19 world in line with the 
ESCAP Framework on Socio-Economic Response to COVID-19 and using the current UN-wide 
initiatives, such as the UNDA rapid response project on Transport and trade connectivity in 
the age of pandemics:  UN solutions for contactless, seamless and collaborative transport and 
trade. The discussion outcomes will also contribute to the ITF’s ongoing discussions with its 
Member Countries on transport policy responses to COVID-19, as well as the identification of 
priority areas as countries start to move towards their recovery phases. 

Meeting Structure  

Each participating country may register up to five (5) participants to join the webinar but 
would need to identify one main speaker as a representative. Countries will be invited to 



                                                 
        
 

 3 

share experiences and best practices related to cross-border freight transport during and 
after the COVID-19 pandemic, challenges and priorities for the recovery process.  

This webinar will be facilitated and moderated by ESCAP and the ITF, using the Microsoft 
Teams video conferencing software. Participants may download the application for free or 
connect through a web browser when they receive the meeting invitation.  

The meeting will be conducted in English. 

 

 


