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List of Speakers 
 
Witada Anukoonwattaka is serving as an economist for the Trade and Investment Division, 

ESCAP. She received a PhD in economics from the University of 
Melbourne in 2007. Witada joined ESCAP in 2011. She was previously a 
lecturer in the Faculty of Economics at Thammasat University, and was 
also the assistant director and research fellow at the APEC study centre 
(now renamed the International Cooperation Studies Centre) of 
Thammasat University. She has been a consultant to ESCAP and served 
with several government agencies. Her research areas of interest are on 
product fragmentation and multinationals, preferential and multilateral 

trade liberalization. 
 
 
Nilanjan Banik is an Associate Professor at IFMR, Chennai. He holds degrees in Economics from 
Utah State University, USA; and Delhi School of Economics, Delhi.  His 
areas of interest are strategic trade policies and time series econometrics. 
Nilanjan has teaching experiences with Utah State University, Indian 
Institute of Management, Madras School of Economics and Reserve Bank 
of India Staff College. He has project experiences with Laffer Associates, 
USA; RIS and ICRIER, New Delhi; ADBI, Tokyo; ADB, Manila; ARTNeT, 
Bangkok, etc.  He has publications in many peer reviewed journals, and in 
edited volumes with publishers like Elsevier, Springer-Verlag, Routledge, 
etc.   
 
 
Sudip  Ranjan  Basu  is  an  economist  with  International Trade Division, UNCTAD.  He  has been 

a Visiting Lecturer at the Graduate Institute as well as  a  Visiting  Research  
Scholar  at  the  University of Pennsylvania and International Food Policy 
Research Institute. Prior to UNCTAD, he worked at the  ILO,  the World Bank, 
(Indian) NIPFP, and the University of Geneva. He has  written  on  trade  policy,  
development  planning, emerging economies (China-India),  WTO  accession,  
applied econometric modelling and economic forecasting  models.  He  has  
contributed  to  UN flagship reports, edited books,  academic  journals and 
coordinated multi-agency research program on Non-tariff Measures. 
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Biplove Choudhary works with the Inclusive Growth and Poverty Reduction Practice at the 
UNDP Regional Centre for Asia Pacific in Bangkok. A development 
economist with over 11 years of experience at the policy, research and 
grass-roots levels, he has been working with UNDP since 2007. Before 
joining the UNDP Regional Centre in Bangkok, he was posted at the Regional 
Centre in Colombo. Earlier, he headed CENTAD, the Trade and Development 
arm of Oxfam in South Asia and had been an advisor to civil society 
organizations, national governments and international agencies such as 
Commonwealth Secretariat-DFID, and various UN agencies. Biplove holds a 
Ph.D. in international trade and human development from the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, New Delhi and is a former Fellow of the Cambridge Advanced Programme on 
Rethinking Development Economics. He has published on poverty and inclusive growth in 
academic journals, books and mainstream media.   
 
 
Kornkarun Cheewatrakoolpong is a lecturer at Faculty of Economics, 
Chulalongkorn University. She is the author of “Towards a better understanding 
of the political economy of regional integration in the GMS: Stakeholder 
coordination and consultation for subregional trade facilitation in Thailand,” 
sponsored by the ARTNeT program (2009). She also has several published 
papers, chapters of edited volumes, and journal articles. Her current work 
concentrates on trade facilitation, trade agreements, FDI and technological 
spillovers and trade diversification. 
 
 
 
Aekapol Chongvilaivan is Fellow and Coordinator of the Regional Economic Studies Programme 

at the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS), Singapore. Prior to 
joining ISEAS, he was Research Fellow at Department of Economics, 
National University of Singapore. His research interests zero in on 
international trade & finance, labor economics and applied 
econometrics with emphasis on East Asian economies. His recent 
publications include papers in Economic Inquiry, Southern Economic 
Journal, Applied Economics, World Economy and Journal of 
Institutional and Theoretical Economics, in addition to authored books 
and book chapters. 

 
 
Alan V. Deardorff is John W. Sweetland Professor of International Economics and Professor of 
Economics and Public Policy at the University of Michigan. He is 
currently serving as Associate Dean of the Gerald R. Ford School of 
Public Policy.  He received his Ph.D. in economics from Cornell 
University in 1971 and has been on the faculty at the University of 
Michigan since 1970.  He is co-author, with Robert M. Stern, of The 
Michigan Model of World Production and Trade and Computational 
Analysis of Global Trading Arrangements, and he has published 
numerous articles on aspects of international trade theory and policy, 
including theories of the patterns and effects of trade and, with 
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Professor Stern and with Drusilla K. Brown, on computable general equilibrium models of trade 
policy. He has served as a consultant to the United States Departments of Commerce, Labor, 
State, and Treasury and to international organizations including the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD) and the World Bank. 
 
 
Evan Due is Senior Program Specialist responsible for economic and trade programs at the 
International Development Research Centre (IDRC) Regional Office for Southeast and East Asia 

in Singapore. Prior to joining IDRC  in 2003, he served with the 
Government of Canada in various positions with  the  Canadian  
International Development Agency, including diplomatic assignments in 
Pakistan (including Afghanistan) and India, senior economist in  the 
Policy Branch, and analyst in the Asia Branch.  During this period, he  
also  served  as  the  lead  member  of Canada’s delegation to the OECD 
Development  Assistance  Committee  Working Party on Financial 
Aspects, and the  DAC  Network  on  Poverty  Reduction.  From 1987 to 
1990, he worked as technical advisor in the Ministry of Policy and 

Planning, Government of Sri Lanka.   Evan Due’s interests include public policy, political 
economy and institutional economics, and poverty analysis.  He recently co-authored the book 
Fighting Poverty with Facts: Community Based Monitoring Systems with Celia Reyes in 2009.  He 
received his doctorate from the University of Sussex. 
 

Jane Drake-Brockman is an international trade policy expert, with extensive trade negotiating 
experience, having held senior trade advisory positions in the Australian Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, including Deputy Head of the Australian Mission to 
the European Union in Brussels. She has an honours degree in 
economics from Australian National University and 30 years of 
economic and trade policy experience in government, international 
governance (UNCTAD, Commonwealth Secretariat, OECD), business, 
academia and the parliament. She has provided expert advice over 
the last decade to a range of international clients on trade and 
environment policy issues, on which she has a well established record 
of academic publications. She holds a Visiting Fellowship at the Centre 
for Arab and Islamic Studies at Australian National University. She is also Executive Director of 
the Australian Services Roundtable, the peak business body for the Australian services sector, 
which she was instrumental in founding. 

 
Simon J. Evenett is Professor of International Trade and Economic Development at the 

University of St. Gallen, Switzerland, and Co-Director of the CEPR 
Programme in International Trade and Regional Economics. Evenett 
coordinates the Global Trade Alert initiative. Evenett taught 
previously at Oxford and Rutgers University, and served twice as a 
World Bank official. He was a non-resident Senior Fellow of the 
Brookings Institution in Washington. He is Member of the High Level 
Group on Globalisation established by the French Trade Minister 
Christine LaGarde, Member of the Warwick Commission on the 
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Future of the Multilateral Trading System after Doha, and was Member of the Zedillo Committee 
on the Global Trade and Financial Architecture. In addition to his research into the determinants 
of international commercial flows, he is particularly interested in the relationships between 
international trade policy, national competition law and policy, and economic development. He 
obtained his Ph.D. in Economics from Yale University. 
 
 
Smitha Francis is an economist with Economic Research Foundation (ERF), a research institute in 
Delhi, which also acts as the secretariat for International Development 
Economics Associates (IDEAs). IDEAs is a pluralist network of progressive 
economists across the world committed to developing and using alternative 
heterodox tools of economic analysis appropriate for meeting 
contemporary development challenges.  Smitha Francis was a Visiting 
Fellow at the Chulalongkorn University Social Research Institute (CUSRI), 
Bangkok during 1998-2000. Prior to this, she has worked at the Research 
and Information System (RIS), New Delhi. While she has presented papers at 
national and international conferences and has published papers and 
contributed to edited volumes, most of her work is also available at www.networkideas.org. Her 
area of interest is development economics, with special interest in international trade and 
finance and the East and Southeast Asian economies. 
 
 
Hamid Mahmood is currently working as a Senior Economist in the Planning Commission for the 
past 3 years. He specializes in macroeconomic modeling with specific 
reference to trade and taxation reforms. He is also a faculty member at 
Pakistan Institute of Trade & Development where he teaches International 
Trade Theory. His recent publications focus on areas such as: Pakistan’s 
potential of trade in services, the effectiveness of human resource 
development for small and medium Enterprises (SME) in South Asia and the 
role of FDI and remittances in socio-economic development.   
 
 
 
Somprawin Manprasert is currently an assistant professor at the Faculty of Economics, 

Chulalongkorn University, Thailand. He graduated from the University of 
Maryland at College Park in 2004 and was completing his doctoral dissertation 
in the area of interindustry macroeconomic model. During the past years, his 
research works relate to international trade and household consumption.  His 
papers include, for example, The Analysis of Thailand’s Free Trade Agreements: 
An Area-Based Evaluation, ASEAN and China Free Trade Area: Implications for 
Thailand, and Life Cycle-Permanent Income Hypothesis and Liquidity 

Constraints in Thai Households: Evidence from Micro Data. His current interests are business 
cycle and economic modeling. 
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Mia Mikic is an international trade economist in the Trade and 
Investment Division, ESCAP and the coordinator of ARTNeT. Previously, 
she was Professor at the University of Zagreb and Senior Lecturer at 
the University of Auckland. She is the author of International Trade 
(Macmillan, 1998), co-authored Trade Statistics in Policymaking – A 
handbook of commonly used trade indices and indicators (United 
Nations, 2009) and has contributed chapters to several edited 
volumes and reports and published a number of journal articles and 
other papers. Her current work focuses on PTA, APTIAD, services 
trade liberalization, non-tariff protection, AfT and evidence-based policymaking in trade.  
 

 

Manuel F. Montes (“Butch”) is Chief, Policy Analysis and Development Branch at Financing for 
Development Office UNDESA. Prior to this, he was Regional Programme Coordinator, Asia Pacific 
Trade and Investment Initiative, UNDP Regional Centre in Colombo, Sri 
Lanka, where he assisted developing countries in the Asia Pacific in 
incorporating poverty reduction objectives in their trade policies. He 
previously served as: Programme Officer for International Economic 
Policy at the Ford Foundation in New York, 1999-2005; Senior Fellow 
and Coordinator for economics studies at the East-West Centre in 
Honolulu, 1989-1999; and Associate Professor of Economics at the 
University of The Philippines, 1981-1989. He has been a visiting scholar 
at the Institute for Developing Economies in Tokyo, United Nations 
University/World Institute for Development Economics Research (UNU/IWDER) in Helsinki, and 
the Institute for Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS). His most recent publication is Poverty and 
Well-Being in Asia during the Transition (Palgrave-Macmillan, 2003). Butch holds a PhD in 
Economics from Stanford University.  
 
 
Kazuyuki Motohashi is Professor, Department of Technology Management for Innovation (TMI), 

University of Tokyo and Faculty Fellow of Research Institute of Economy, 
Trade and Industry. Until this year, he had worked for Ministry of Economy, 
Trade and Industry of the Japanese Government, as well as Directorate for 
Science, Technology and Industry of OECD. He was awarded Master of 
Engineering from University of Tokyo, MBA from Cornell University and Ph.D. 
in business and commerce from Keio University.   
  
 

 
 
Biswajit Nag is an Associate Professor of Economics at Indian Institute of Foreign Trade (IIFT), 
New Delhi. He did his specialization in International Trade & Business, 
Industrial Economics and Applied Econometrics. He has teaching 
experience in India, Tanzania and Germany. Dr. Nag has also worked 
in number of trade policy related projects sponsored by Govt. of India, 
UN, ADB and World Bank. His current research interest is, 
International Production Network, Global Value Chain, Trade in 
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Services, Trade and Macroeconomic issues, Regional Trade Agreements, etc. He is also a 
member of the Expert Group on Preferential Rules of Origin, Government of India. Dr. Nag has 
number of international publications. Currently, he is the Programme Director of IIFT’s MBA 
(International Business) Programme.  
 
 
Purushottam Ojha is the Secretary, Economic Affairs and Infrastructure Development Division in 
the Office of the Prime Minister and Council of Ministers, Government of Nepal since May 2011. 
Previously, he served as the Secretary in the Ministry of Commerce and Supplies for more than 

four years (April 2007 to May 2011). He worked as the Project 
Director in Nepal Multimodal Transit and Trade Facilitation Project 
for four years from 1997 to 2001 and was responsible for 
development of Inland Clearance Depots (ICDs) and the trade 
facilitation. He was also responsible for introduction of multi-modal 
transport system. Mr. Ojha holds two Master Degrees: one in 
Public Administration with specialization on Development 
Administration and another in Anthropology from Tribhuvan 
University, Nepal. He has authored more than 50 articles in the 
field of trade, transit, regional trade agreements and economic 
cooperation, particularly focusing on the issues of least developed 

countries and published in various national and international journals.  
 
 
Rina Oktaviani is currently Professor of International Trade at the Department of Economics, Bogor 
Agricultural University, Indonesia with more than 15 years of professional 
research, lecturing and consulting experience in the field of trade and 
economic development. She possesses sound expertise in in-depth 
quantitative analysis, particularly General Equilibrium Model on trade-related 
studies covering multilateral trade arrangements and sector impact 
assessments in South East Asia (ASEAN), East Asia, and Asia-Pacific and has 
produced several books, book chapters, journal article and working papers. 
Since 2011, she is involved in advisory team for Trade Research and 
Development Agency (TREDA) - Ministry of Trade and Fiscal Policy Office, 
Ministry of Finance, Indonesia.  

 

Gloria O. Pasadilla joined the Asian Development Bank Institute in September 2009. Previously, 
she was a Senior Research Fellow at the Philippine Institute for Development Studies (2004-

2009) and assistant professor at the University of Asia and the Pacific 
(1998-2004). Between 2007 and 2009, she was the convener of the 
Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Group on Services (GOS), 
and Philippine lead negotiator for services for the ASEAN-ANZ FTA 
negotiations. She has also served as deputy director for the Industrial 
Economics Program of the Center for Research and Communications 
(CRC) (now UA&P). She also had brief stints at the Asian Development 
Bank, the World Trade Organization in Geneva, Southeast Asian 
Central Banks Center (SEACEN) in Malaysia, ADBI in Tokyo, 
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International Monetary Fund (Asia Pacific Department) in Washington, DC, and Goldman Sachs 
in Hong Kong. She holds a PhD in economics from New York University and a Masters in 
International Law and Economics from the World Trade Institute in Bern, Switzerland.  

 
Ravi Ratnayake is the highest ranking official of the United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) responsible for trade and 
investment policy and facilitation. He was previously the Director of the 
Poverty and Development Division as well as the Coordinator of the regional 
Millennium Development Goals programme. Prior to joining the United 
Nations in the early 1980s, he was with the Ministry of Finance and Planning 
of Sri Lanka and worked as the Research Director for the Presidential 
Commission on Tariffs and Trade. He was a Senior Lecturer in Economics at 
the University of Auckland, New Zealand from 1991 to 1999 and is a widely 
published author. 
 
 
Rajan Suresh Ratna has been with the IIFT since June 2008 after having served the Government 

of India for more than 23 years. He is currently doing research on WTO 
related issues. He also handles work relating to the training and outreach 
programmes of the Centre. He belongs to the Indian Trade Service, a 
specialized service in the Government of India dealing with matters of 
international trade policy formulation and implementation. He has 
participated in several WTO and FTA negotiations.  Mr. Ratna holds a M.Sc. 
from BHU and M.Phil. from JNU and course on Negotiating Strategy from 
Harvard University. He has written several papers on issues relating to trade 
policy formulation and trade policy of India. 

 
 
Steven Rosefielde is Professor of Economics at the University of North Carolina specializing in 
comparative economic systems including Russia, the EU, Japan, China and Southeast Asia. 
 
 
Edward Tower is a Professor at Duke University since 1974. He received his Ph.D. in Economics 

from Harvard in 1971. He has held appointments at the Australian 
National University, the University of Auckland in New Zealand, the 
Economics Institute, the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts 
University, the Helsinki School of Economics and Business Administration, 
Nanjing University in the Peoples' Republic of China, and Simon Fraser 
University in Canada. He has also consulted on economic development 
problems at the World Bank and the U.S. Agency for International 

Development, and in Indonesia, Kenya, Malawi, and Sudan, and has written on development 
problems in Malaysia, the Peoples' Republic of China, and Taiwan. He currently teaches a 
research seminar for undergraduates, international trade for advanced undergraduates and 
Masters students, and Economics 268, which is informally titled, This Year's Best Books in 
International Trade and Economic Development. 
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Alecia Waite is a candidate for a Master’s in Economics at Duke University. 
She holds a dual Bachelor's degree in International Studies and Chinese. She 
currently works for Professor Ed Tower, exploring issues of manufacturing and 
international trade. Her research interests include international and 
environmental economics. 
 
 
 
Wing Thye Woo is Professor at the University of California-Davis, Chang Jiang (Yangtze River) 
Scholar at the Central University of Finance and Economics in Beijing, and Director of the East 

Asia Program within The Earth Institute at Columbia University.  From 1994-
96, he led an international team to study the reform experiences of 
centrally-planned economies. In 1998, he helped analyze the Asian financial 
crisis for the annual World Economic Forum meeting in Davos. He has 
advised numerous governments on economic management.  He advised 
China's Ministry of Finance on the design of tax and exchange rate reforms 
implemented in 1994. From 1997-1998, he served as a special advisor to 

the U.S. Treasury; from 2002-2005, he was Special Advisor for East Asian Economies at the 
United Nations Millennium Project.  In 2005, he was appointed to the International Advisory 
Panel to the Prime Minister of Malaysia; in 2009, he was appointed Chairman of the 
International Economic Advisory Panel of Penang State, Malaysia. 

Yuen Pau Woo is President and CEO of the Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada. Mr. Woo is an 
advisor to the Shanghai WTO Affairs Consultation Centre and the Canadian 
Ditchley Foundation. He is also on the Global Council of the Asia Society in 
New York, a member of the Greater Vancouver Advisory Board for the 
Salvation Army, and a board member of the Mosaic Institute. He was 
educated at Wheaton College, Lester B. Pearson College the University of 
Cambridge, and the University of London.  Since 2006, Mr. Woo has been 
coordinator of the State of the Region Report, the flagship publication of 
the Pacific Economic Cooperation Council (PECC). He is also on the editorial 

board of Pacific Affairs. 

 
Martin Wermelinger is a Ph.D candidate in economics at the University 
of St. Gallen, Switzerland. He currently works as a research assistant to 
the ARTNeT secretariat at the UN ESCAP Trade and Investment Division 
in Bangkok and is member and editor of the Global Trade Alert project. 
Previously, he was research assistant to Prof. Simon Evenett at the 
Swiss Institute for International Economics and Applied Economic 
Research, University of St. Gallen, Switzerland. His research interests 
include the study of contemporary protectionism, determinants of 
trade flows at the extensive and intensive margins and trade finance.  
 
 


