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The shaded areas of the map indicate ESCAP members and associate members.*

This publication does not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat 
of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its 
authorities, or concerning the delimitations of its frontiers or boundaries.

*The designations employed and the presentation of material on this map do not imply the expression 
of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of 
its frontiers or boundaries.

The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) serves as the 
United Nations’ regional hub promoting cooperation among countries to achieve inclusive 
and sustainable development. The largest regional intergovernmental platform with 53 
Member States and 9 Associate Members, ESCAP has emerged as a strong regional 
think-tank offering countries sound analytical products that shed insight into the evolving 
economic, social and environmental dynamics of the region. The Commission’s strategic 
focus is to deliver on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which it does by 
reinforcing and deepening regional cooperation and integration to advance connectivity, 
financial cooperation and market integration. ESCAP’s research and analysis coupled with 
its policy advisory services, capacity building and technical assistance to governments 
aims to support countries’ sustainable and inclusive development ambitions.
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by the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific. It aims to stimulate 
and enrich research in the formulation of policy in the Asia-Pacific region towards the 
fulfillment of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

 APSDJ welcomes the submission of original contributions on themes and issues 
related to sustainable development that are policy-oriented and relevant to Asia and the 
Pacific. Articles should be centred on discussing challenges pertinent to one or more 
dimensions of sustainable development, policy options and implications and/or policy 
experiences that may be of benefit to the region.

https://www.unescap.org/publication-series/APSDJ


v

ASIA-PACIFIC SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT JOURNAL

Vol. 27, No. 1, June 2020

CONTENTS

Page

Orlando Zambrano Roman An emerging but vulnerable middle class: a 
description of trends in Asia and the Pacific

1

Sunil Puliyakot Determinants of overindebtedness among 
microfinance borrowers: a poverty line-based 
approach

21

Anna Naupa and Derek Brien Fostering peaceful sustainable development 
in the Pacific under the 2030 agenda

43

Zulfiya Suleimenova Water security in Central Asia and Southern 
Caucasus 

75

Grace Puliyel, Hoolda Kim  
and Sophie Mitra

Paid maternity leave and child mortality  
in Asia and the Pacific

95



vi

Explanatory notes

References to dollars ($) are to United States dollars, unless otherwise stated.
References to “tons” are to metric tons, unless otherwise specified.
A solidus (/) between dates (e.g. 1980/81) indicates a financial year, a crop year or 
an academic year.
Use of a hyphen between dates (e.g. 1980-1985) indicates the full period involved, 
including the beginning and end years.

The following symbols have been used in the tables throughout the journal:
Two dots (..) indicate that data are not available or are not separately reported. 
An em-dash (—) indicates that the amount is nil or negligible.
A hyphen (-) indicates that the item is not applicable.
A point (.) is used to indicate decimals.
A space is used to distinguish thousands and millions.
Totals may not add precisely because of rounding.

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication 
do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat 
of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or 
area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Where the designation “country or area” appears, it covers countries, territories, 
cities or areas.

Bibliographical and other references have, wherever possible, been verified. The 
United Nations bears no responsibility for the availability or functioning of URLs 
belonging to outside entities.

The opinions, figures and estimates set forth in this publication are the responsibility 
of the authors and should not necessarily be considered as reflecting the views or 
carrying the endorsement of the United Nations. Mention of firm names and commercial 
products does not imply the endorsement of the United Nations.


