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OUTLINE 

• Economic losses and damage are phenomenal and rising in Asia 

and the Pacific – building resilience is not a choice, but a collective 

imperative. And a key component of sustainable development 

 

• Increasing threats from transboundary disaster risks, be it seismic 

fault lines, tropical cyclones, droughts or floods – particularly in 

South Asia 

 

• Investing in disaster risk reduction is proven effective, but critical 

areas remain neglected – slow onset drought, early warning 

systems, and information management systems 

 

• Regional cooperation is critical to address the growing threat of 

disasters 



DISASTERS WITHOUT 

BORDERS 

Asia-Pacific: Building resilience is not a choice, but 
a collective imperative 



Economic Damage is rising! 
 

 

• Damage from disasters 

increased from $52 billion 

in the 1970s to over $523 

billion in the last decade. 

 

• Based on present trends, 

by 2030, annual losses in 

the region could average 

US$160 billion a year.  

 

• Least developed 

countries and small 

island economies are 

disproportionally affected 

 

• Damage and loss, 2015  

Nepal earthquakes: 33% of 

GDP 

Cyclone Pam in Vanuatu: 

64% of GDP 

 
 



2030 Average Annual Losses by Disasters  

 in ESCAP subregions  
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Floods, Earthquake and Cyclones – the most severe future disasters 

Floods in all sub-regions, while earthquake in East and North East Asia   



A. Disasters with transboundary origins 



Small islands and LDCs have high risks but low 
capacity to cope with disasters  

Asia Pacific Disaster Report 2015 

People living at “extreme to high disaster risk” 

in cities: predicted to rise from 742 to 980 

million by 2030  

Many cities in South and South-West Asia 
are located in high disaster risk areas 



Small islands and LDCs have high risks but low 
capacity to cope with disasters  

Asia Pacific Disaster Report 2015 

Transport networks are at “extreme to high 

disaster risk”: Asian Highway 

Many transport networks in South 
Asia are in high risk areas 



B. Early Warning Systems and Multi-
hazard Risk Analysis  



Multi-hazard early warning saves lives and 

is cost effective 
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Multi-hazard Early Warning Systems (EWS) Save Lives –  

Since the Indian Ocean Tsunami in 2004, EWS strengthened 

but gaps remain in the “last mile”  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

India Tsunami Warning System fills the gaps in Indian Ocean region 



Providing right information, to right people, 

at the right time saves lives 

Key recommendations of APDR: Roadmap for achieving effective and 

resilient information management 

• Develop policies for:  

– Real time data flows and information sharing 

– Ensure information sharing for transboundary disasters  

– Develop information sharing capacity for its use 

– Location-based information services and decision support tools 

– Coordination among agencies, also cross boundary 

• Ensuring ICT management systems that offer understanding, assessment 

and access of risk information:  

– Define what is at risk, what was lost, and what could be our future 

losses?  

– Promote access to reliable disaster information 

– Ensure it helps to improve finance and insurance 

– Risk information offered in a coordinated manner 

 

 

Providing right information, to right people, 

at the right time saves lives 



Risk Sensitive Investment Decisions 
China has built the world’s longest high-altitude plateau railway, 

the 1,956-kilometre Qinghai-Tibet railway which cost 

approximately $5.3 billion. The railroad is exposed to earth crust 

movements and a severe climate. The construction took into 

account both seismic and climate risk. Despite frequent 

earthquakes, the railway is still operating safely.  



Understanding climate risk for resilient 

development planning 

Tamil Nadu in India is exposed to cyclones, heavy rainfall, floods, 

droughts and landslides. Downscaled climate scenario based 

models were used to assess the potential risk in agriculture, and 

related industry and service sectors for risk -sensitive 

development planning and decision-making.  

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Drought is a complex but forgotten 

transboundary disaster 
Satellite imagery:  

Before and After a disaster 



At the heart of sustainable development 

• Political commitments made at global forums have to be matched by actions 

and finance 
 

• Many countries need to follow a consistent and coherent approach to 

address disasters—with the focus on response to be accompanied by 

disaster risk reduction 
 

• International assistance needs to go beyond emergency response to risk 

preparedness, prevention and mitigation 
 

• Efforts to strengthen resilience are effective only when integrated into 

overall strategies for sustainable development 
 

• Just as every sector can be affected by disasters, so every sector needs to 

consider how to make its activities disaster resilient 
 

• Regional cooperation is critical to addressing disasters in Asia and the 

Pacific  
 

• Asia-Pacific cannot achieve the SDGs without building resilience to 

disasters.     
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Disaster response critical for 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development 



Thank you! 
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Asia Pacific Disaster Report 2015 


