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 I. Introduction 

1. The Commission, through the adoption of its resolution 71/11 in May 
2015, decided to establish the Asian and Pacific centre for the development 
of disaster information management (APDIM) as a regional institution of the 
Commission (annex I). 

2. The present document outlines the strategic plan and programme 
direction of APDIM, aligned closely with the statute of APDIM and the 
strategic framework of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific (ESCAP). It also presents the organizational structure, staffing and 
financial resources of APDIM. In accordance with paragraph 35 of the statute 
of APDIM, the Governing Council shall review and endorse the strategic plan 
and programme direction of the Centre, as presented in this document. 

 II. Situation analysis 

1. Asia and the Pacific is the most disaster-prone region in the world. 
The Asia-Pacific Disaster Report 2015 highlights that over the last ten years, 
there have been 1,625 reported disasters, approximately 500,000 people have 
lost their lives and more than 1.6 billion people were affected by disasters. 
The most frequent disasters were floods and storms, followed by earthquakes 
and tsunamis. In the period 2004- 2015, the Asia-Pacific region accounted for 
50 per cent of the global disaster-related losses in the world, amounting to 
total losses of $700 billion.1 

2. The economic cost of disasters is rising in Asia and the Pacific. 
Damage has been increasing as a proportion of gross domestic product 
(GDP); from 0.16 per cent in the 1970s, to 0.37 per cent in the decade from 
2004 to 2013.2 The economic losses will be even higher if lost income, increased 
costs of production, and other financial losses to businesses as a result of 
damage to assets, are taken into account. The least developed countries of the 
region are hit the hardest by disasters. 

3. Often, natural disasters wipe out hard-earned gains made in sustainable 
development. Disaster risks are being exacerbated by the region’s rapid 
economic growth, rising population, and burgeoning cities, coupled with the 
increased intensity of extreme weather events caused by climate change. 
Disaster risk reduction and resilience (D3R) is, therefore, prominently 
recognized in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Operationalizing 
D3R, however, is information- and knowledge-intensive. In this regard, the 
applications of science, technology and innovation (STI), as well as 
harnessing the methods and tools of big data analysis for better understanding 
of complex disaster risks assume considerable significance. Also regional and 
South-South cooperation play an important enabling role in integrating D3R 
in the efforts aimed at achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. 

 A. Shared disaster risk and vulnerability 

4. The Asia-Pacific Disaster Report 2015 clearly points out that the 
major disasters of the region are of transboundary origins. There are pockets 
of multi-hazard risk hotspots that transcend boundaries, highlighting the 
incidence of shared disaster risk and vulnerabilities. 

                                                           
1
 Asia-Pacific Disaster Report 2015 – Disasters Without Borders (United Nations 

publication, Sales No. E.15.II.F.13). 
2
 Ibid. 
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5. Earthquakes are a major form of transboundary disasters. The Pacific 
“Ring of Fire”’ is at the highest risk; in which tectonic plate movements 
create high intensity and frequent earthquakes, with the potential for 
associated tsunamis to occur. The region’s second most seismically active 
zone is the Alpine-Himalayan orogenic belt. Another active seismic belt 
covers the Islamic Republic of Iran, Pakistan and Afghanistan. The 
Afghanistan-Pakistan earthquake in October 2015 affected both those 
countries, while the November 2015 earthquake in Central Asia affected 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 

6. The Asia-Pacific region is at risk of catastrophic flooding. Some 
large-scale floods strike across countries that share river basins; such as the 
Amu Darya, Amur, Brahmaputra, Ganges, Indus, Mekong, Salween and 
Yenisey. In 2014, transboundary floods in the Chenab, Indus, Jhelum, and 
Ravi river basins resulted in $18 billion worth of damage in India and 
Pakistan.3 Tropical cyclones also have transboundary origins, causing 
destruction across the countries in their path. 

7. Slow-onset disasters, such as drought, can adversely affect neighbouring 
countries experiencing the same climatic variations over long periods of time. 
Seasonal variations prolong the impacts of extreme weather events, such as 
El Niño, which has influenced weather patterns in different parts of the world 
in diverse ways; predominantly interpreted as wet (flood) or dry (drought) 
conditions. 

8. Dust and sand storms have transboundary implications. ESCAP 
subregions, namely North East Asia, South and South-West Asia, are part of 
the “dust belt”. In South and South West Asia, the “dust belt” extends from 
western Sahara (long dust intrusions over the Atlantic Ocean to the west) to 
central and eastern Asia (long dust intrusions over the Pacific Ocean to the 
east).4 Sand and dust storms frequently affect areas in Afghanistan, China, 
India, the Islamic Republic of Iran and Pakistan. 

 B. Disasters affecting the Sustainable Development Goals 

9. Disasters are likely to have a substantial impact on the achievement of 
the Sustainable Development Goals. Resilience has been identified as one of 
the key cross-cutting elements across the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development (annex II). 

10. About 772 million people in the Asia-Pacific region live on less than 
$1.25 a day, typically residing in multi-hazard-prone areas.5 Due to climate 
variability, the incidence of extreme weather and slow-onset disasters, many 
areas in the region are susceptible to cyclones, floods and droughts. 
Addressing the risks posed by these natural hazards to the poor and 
vulnerable is critical for meeting Sustainable Development Goal 1 (End 
poverty in all its forms everywhere) and Goal 2 (End hunger, achieve food 
security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture). 

                                                           
3 Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific 2013: Forward-Looking 

Macroeconomic Policies (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.13.ll.F2). 
4 United Nations Environment Programme and World Meteorological, Establishing a 

WMO Sand and Dust Storm Warning Advisory and Assessment System Regional 

Node for West Asia: Current Capabilities and Needs (Geneva: World Meteorological 

Organization, 2013). 
5
 Asia-Pacific Disaster Report 2015 – Disasters Without Borders (United Nations 

publication, Sales No. Asia-Pacific Disaster Report 2015 – Disasters Without 

Borders (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.15.II.F.13). 
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11. About 740 million city dwellers in the Asia-Pacific region are residing 
in areas that range from “extreme” to “high” disaster risk – multi-hazard 
hotspots that are vulnerable to cyclones, earthquakes, floods and landslides.6 
By 2030, this number is estimated to reach 980 million persons. Many cities 
in the region struggle to provide basic civic amenities, leaving the poorest – 
especially those residing in hazard-prone zones – exposed to sudden disaster-
induced shocks, with direct implications for the achievement of Goal 11 
(Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable). 

12. It is expected that climate variability and extreme weather events will 
heighten the scale of disasters in future. The realization of Goal 13 (Take 
urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts) will, therefore, be a 
challenging task. With the degradation of ecosystems, the severity of drought 
is on the rise and desertification is expanding while and dust storms 
contribute substantially to this process. 

 C. Policy responses: Disaster risk reduction and resilience 

13. There is an increasing focus on integrating disaster risk reduction 
(DRR), including those measures related to climate change adaptation 
(CCA), in the efforts aimed at achieving sustainable development in Asia and 
the Pacific. In 2015, important international frameworks and agendas were 
adopted to guide sustainable development over the next two decades, 
including the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 
(Sendai Framework); the Addis Ababa Action Agenda; and the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, along with its Sustainable Development Goals. 

14. Information and knowledge holds the key for operationalizing D3R. 
While understanding risk is a fundamental requirement; availability, access, 
timeliness and quality of information will enable effective D3R. For example, 
to effectively realize Goal 1 (End poverty in all its forms everywhere) and 
Goal 2 (End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and 
promote sustainable agriculture) of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

15. Effective information management supports evidence-based risk-
sensitive decision-making, which is integral to the D3R process. A number of 
disasters have cascading effects; such as earthquakes, floods and landslides. 
Land-use and exposure mapping, seismic microzonation and other techniques 
can help to enable better planning and enforce building standards, which are 
essential parts of the efforts to achieve Goal 11 (Make cities and human 
settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable). 

16. In recent years, the substantial advances in enabling technologies; 
particularly information and communications technologies, geospatial 
technologies and modelling, risk analysis, and crowdsourcing have resulted 
in the development of state-of-art disaster information management systems, 
which also enable access to information and knowledge to disasters with 
transboundary origins. Application of STI is a key enabler for putting in place 
a disaster information management system at all levels of use, and is of 
particular value for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. 

17. Another emerging opportunity in disaster information management is 
to harness methods and tools for using big data. A geospatial information system 

                                                           
6
 Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, Disasters in Asia-Pacific: 

2015 year in review. Available from 

www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/2015_Year%20in%20Review_final_PDF_1.pdf. 
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is typically built on the foundation of a relational database management 

system, which is optimized for datasets to support and customize multi-scale 
disaster risk analysis for policy planning, and monitoring the implementation 
and impact assessment with regard to D3R. An emerging area is the use of 
geospatial tools to analyse big data applications for D3R. 

 III. Information management framework for disaster risk 

reduction and resilience 

18. A critical part of D3R is effectively managing the flow of information. 
Getting the right information to the right people at the right time not only 
saves lives and reduces losses, but it also strengthens people’s resilience to 

disasters. 

19. Some Asia-Pacific countries already have state-of-art disaster 

information management systems, while others have difficulty accessing 
data, information and knowledge. As the region is characterized by shared 

disaster risks and vulnerabilities, strengthening regional and South-South 
cooperation assumes greater significance for managing risks by sharing 
information and knowledge. STI plays an enabling role to bridge gaps in 

information and knowledge, and in facilitating the science-policy interface to 
deepen the understanding of the complexity of disaster risk and promote risk-

sensitive development. 

20. A disaster information management framework comprises 
subcomponents on hazard identification, exposure and vulnerability analysis 

for risk assessment derived from vector and raster data, digital elevation 
models, and deterministic and probabilistic modelling (figure 1). This 

framework helps facilitate the risk-sensitive decision-making process, 
strengthen risk governance, and offers solutions for combining structural and 
non-structural measures that focus on emergency preparedness, such as 

awareness-raising and early warning systems, inclusion of risk information in 
long-term planning, such as for land-use purposes, and evaluation of the most 
cost-effective risk reduction measures. 

Figure 1 

Information management framework for disaster risk reduction and 

resilience 
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21. Understanding vulnerability and exposure is a prerequisite for reducing 
accumulated risk, preventing the creation of new risk, and ultimately 
strengthening resilience. Therefore, this is the key knowledge input to the 
development and implementation of appropriate cost-effective D3R 
measures. The framework for D3R requires institutional mechanisms that 
enable access to data and information on hazards, vulnerability and exposure 
for risk analysis and impart customized capacity development training. 

22. A number of challenges impede access to, and the availability of, 
disaster information. Disaster information management needs are 
qualitatively and quantitatively diverse, serving a range of stakeholders. 
While a number of organizations collect disaster-related data and geospatial 
information, there are challenges with regard to the standardization of 
information and availability of related infrastructure. Though disasters 
frequently expose and amplify existing vulnerabilities, they also provide 
opportunities for countries to recalibrate their development trajectory by 
incorporating resilient strategies in ex-ante disaster risk reduction and post-
disaster recovery and reconstruction. 

 IV. The Asian and Pacific Centre for the Development of 

Disaster Information Management: Objectives and key 

functions 

23. As outlined in resolution 71/11, the main objectives of the Centre are 
to reduce damage and loss resulting from natural hazards by developing 
human and institutional capacities and capabilities of countries and 
organizations of the region in disaster information management to support 
disaster risk reduction, and strengthening regional cooperation in disaster 
information management for achieving internationally agreed development 
goals, particularly the Sustainable Development Goals and the Sendai 
Framework (figure 2). 

Figure 2 
Goals, objectives and service lines of the Asian and Pacific Centre for the 

Development of Disaster Information Management 
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24. The full functions, products and services are listed in the statute of 
APDIM. The key functions of the Centre include, among others: 

(a) Providing disaster information management services and 
technical assistance to member States in the areas of disaster prevention and 
risk reduction, preparedness, response and recovery with a focus on disaster 
monitoring and early warning; 

(b) Facilitating access to regional and global disaster information 
and data sources and developing capacities to create products, using 
appropriate standards and mechanisms; 

(c) Acting as a regional platform for the exchange of expertise, 
experiences and knowledge in disaster information for risk reduction and 
management. 

25. The key products and services of the Centre include, among others: 

(a) Capacity development in disaster information management and 
disaster risk reduction; 

(b) Information support and analytical work on disaster risk 
reduction and assessment at regional/subregional levels; 

(c) Information and publications in disaster information 
management. 

26. The focus of the programme and activities of the Centre are to provide 
capacity development in disaster information management and technical 
assistance and supplementary information services during major disasters. 
The Centre will employ a multi-hazard approach, with a focus on cross-
border disasters, such as earthquakes, tsunamis, floods, cyclones/typhoons, 
drought, sand and dust storms, to address all phases and sectors of disaster 
management and risk reduction. 

27. The Centre will commence its operations with a focus on South and 
South-West Asia and North and Central Asia, with a view to eventually cover 
the wider Asian and Pacific region. 

 V. Strategic plan 

 A. Linkages with the ESCAP Work Programme and Strategic Framework 

28. The Centre is a subsidiary body of the Commission. The objectives 
and activities of the Centre contribute to subprogramme 5 on information and 
communications technology and disaster risk reduction and management of 
the ESCAP strategic framework and programme of work. 

29. The objective of subprogramme 5 for the biennium 2016-2017 is to 
enhance the contribution of information and communications technology 
connectivity, space applications, and disaster risk reduction and management 
strategies to the achievement of inclusive, sustainable and resilient 
development in Asia and the Pacific. The expected accomplishment most 
relevant to APDIM is as put forth in (b) improved knowledge and awareness 
of member States of effective strategies and policies in […] disaster risk 
reduction and management, including their gender dimensions, for inclusive, 
equitable, sustainable and resilient development.7 

                                                           
7 Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventieth-first Session, Supplement 

No. 16 (A/71/6). 
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30. The overall strategic focus of subprogramme 5 is to improve 
capabilities of member States to create more disaster-resilient societies. The 
emphasis will be on enhancing regional knowledge and knowledge-sharing, 
strengthening capacities to manage risks and vulnerabilities, and reducing 
socioeconomic impacts of disasters. With the establishment of APDIM, these 
efforts will be further augmented by capacity building in disaster information 
management organized by the Centre. 

31. The Centre will further contribute to the objective of subprogramme 5 
for the biennium 2018-2019 by way of addressing the expected 
accomplishment of (a) strengthened regional mechanisms to effectively 
address shared challenges and opportunities in disaster risk reduction and 
management for resilient and sustainable development; (b) enhanced 
evidence-based policies on disaster risk reduction and management for 
resilient and sustainable development, including gender perspectives; and 
(c) strengthened capacity of member States to use disaster risk reduction and 
management for resilient and sustainable development. 

32. As part of its strategy, the Centre will build on comparative 
advantages and multisectoral strengths of ESCAP in promoting cooperation 
among member States towards achieving inclusive and sustainable economic 
and social development in the Asia-Pacific region. In this regard, in line with 
subprogramme 5, the Centre will collaborate with other subprogrammes, 
including: 

(a) Statistics: For disaster-related statistics and geospatial 
information management services, as part of the work of the United Nations 
Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management (UN-
GGIM) related to disaster management in Asia and the Pacific, as well as 
applications of big data for D3R. 

(b) Environment and development: Contribute towards building 
resilient cities and infrastructure through seismic microzonation, retrofitting 
technologies, and spatial land-use planning; addressing climate-related 
disaster issues and water resources management and dust and sand storm-
related issues. 

(c) Social development: With regard to the integration of gender 
and disability dimensions in disaster risk reduction and disaster information 
management. 

(d) Macroeconomic policy and financing for development: 
Concerning disaster risks and their impacts on socioeconomic development, 
the provision of comprehensive regional disaster risk reduction policy options 
that empower member States to increase efforts towards achieving disaster 
resilience. 

(e) Regional institutions of ESCAP: Collaborating with the Asian 
and Pacific Training Centre for Information and Communication Technology 
for Development (APCICT) in developing training modules on disaster risk 
management and CCA; the Centre for Alleviation of Poverty through 
Sustainable Agriculture (CAPSA) on agriculture risk assessment; and the 
Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific (SIAP) on capacity-development 
training related to disaster statistics, geospatial information management and 
big data analytics for D3R. 

33. The Centre’s comparative advantage, in terms of managing 
information and knowledge for D3R, enables it to have close strategic 
linkages with three ESCAP subprogrammes, namely information and 
communications technology and disaster risk reduction and management, 
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environment and development, and statistics (Figure 3). The Centre will link 
with the ESCAP subregional offices for the analysis of DRR and 
development issues specific to the subregions. Therefore, APDIM adds 
substantial value to ESCAP’s strategic priorities; particularly those related to 
achieving Sustainable Development Goals. 

Figure 3 
Strategic linkages of Asian and Pacific Centre for the Development of 

Disaster Information Management with subprogrammes of the 

Economic and Social Commission of Asia and the Pacific 

 
 

34. Disaster risk reduction and building resilience are cross-cutting 
themes of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Disaster 
information is, therefore, instrumental for achieving specific disaster risk 
reduction-related targets of the Sustainable Development Goals, and building 
resilience is mainstreamed in many sector-related goals. APDIM information 
and knowledge management products and services will be relevant in 
addressing the disaster risk reduction and resilience-related targets of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (figure 4). 

35. Progress in implementation of many of the Sustainable Development 
Goals will be facilitated, in part, through the development and application of 
new and improved technologies. As an information and knowledge hub on 
D3R, APDIM can promote a platform to stimulate STI collaboration, and 
contribute to a more enabling environment for applying STI towards 
achieving D3R-related components of the Goals. APDIM can also promote 
several innovative initiatives in information management; including the 
emerging applications of big data analysis for D3R. 
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Figure 4 

The Asian and Pacific Centre for the Development of Disaster 

Information Management information and knowledge management 

products and services for addressing resilience needs of SDGs 

 
 

 B. Thematic priorities 

36. Thematic priorities were identified in expert group meetings and at 

stakeholder consultations undertaken for APDIM. These included 
development of the Centre as an information and knowledge hub for multiple 
hazards for assessment of disaster risk, vulnerability and exposure. The 

second thematic priority aims to set the Centre as a leading hub for capacity 
development in disaster information management. The thematic priorities 

will be realized by adopting a networking and partnership strategy through 
regional and South-South cooperation modalities (figure 5). 

Figure 5 

Three pillars conveying the key thematic priorities of The Asian and 

Pacific Centre for the Development of Disaster Information Management 
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 1. Knowledge hub in disaster information management 

37. Many countries in the Asia-Pacific region continue to face challenges 
in developing and implementing effective disaster risk reduction policies, 
which require comprehensive data and information on risks and 
vulnerabilities to guide interventions. The Committee on Disaster Risk 
Reduction at its fourth session, which was held in October 2015, 
recommended that APDIM address the gaps in information management and 
knowledge-sharing by promoting regional and South-South cooperation and 
triangular cooperation; and facilitate access to regional and global disaster 
information and data sources through the creation of appropriate standards, 
frameworks and mechanisms, such as a regional disaster database for multi-
hazard risk assessment, particularly for high-risk low-capacity countries.8 

Disaster information databases 

38. Disaster information management requires that a spatial data 
infrastructure be set up in accordance with agreed standards to enable 
geospatial data to be shared among different organizations involved in hazard 
and risk assessment to produce “actionable” information that enables 
informed decision-making for risk reduction. 

39. Disaster risk profiles of vulnerable countries and subregions are 
important components of disaster information management. Systematic 
baseline data and adequate risk profiling of a country can assist in prioritizing 
risk reduction activities. In this regard, sound practices that are already being 
carried out in the Asia-Pacific region may be adapted for building capacities 
of vulnerable countries through the work programme of the Centre. Notably, 
a number of disaster-related databases are being developed by several 
countries in the region with technical support extended by the United Nations 
Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) and the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP). Among the countries developing these 
databases are India, Indonesia, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Maldives, Nepal, 
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Viet Nam. 

40. Risk information is often customized according to scale. At regional 
and national levels of planning, “actionable” risk information commonly uses 
a mapping scale larger than 1:1,000,000; while at the district and community 
levels, the scale can vary from 1:100,000 to 1:5,000. For project 
implementation at the field level, actionable risk information, often a scale of 
more than 1:2,000 is used (table 1). The Centre would develop appropriate 
guidelines, tools and standards to build the institutional capacity of high-risk 
developing member countries, and facilitate the development of customized 
solutions from risk-sensitive development planning to investments, 
particularly in the context of resilient cities, resilient infrastructure and 
regular monitoring and evaluation to better account for risk and vulnerability. 
This multi-tier information repository will enhance the decision-support tools 
for targeting poverty, food insecurity and environmental degradation. 

                                                           
8
 See E/ESCSP/CDR(4)/6. 
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Table 1 
Scale of information products for risk-sensitive policy planning and 

project implementation 

 
 
41. The United Nations Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial 
Information Management has set up the Working Group on Geospatial 
Information and Services for Disasters to support implementation of the 
Sendai Framework. Geospatial information will also benefit efforts towards 
achieving disaster-related targets of the Sustainable Development Goals. The 
Centre will provide a platform for implementing the UN-GGIM strategic 
framework on geospatial information and services for disasters. On 27 July 
2016, the Economic and Social Council adopted a draft resolution 
(E/2016/L.28) entitled “Strengthening institutional arrangements on 
geospatial information management” to strengthen coordination, capacity-
building and coherence of global geospatial information management. The 
Centre provides an enabling mechanism to address the growing need for 
timely and accurate geospatial information by encouraging the setting of 
standards for national geospatial data infrastructure to support D3R. 

Information-sharing platform 

42. Many types of disasters have transboundary impacts, and can only be 
effectively predicted and mitigated through regional cooperation. The work 
programme of the Centre will focus on disaster information for transboundary 
hazards, attaching priority to disasters with transboundary origins in 
vulnerable subregions. 

43. The Centre may collect and consolidate existing data and information 
on disaster risks in vulnerable subregions from a range of institutions, 
develop an information hub, and disseminate such information through an 
information portal. The system may be linked with national, subregional, 
regional and international initiatives; such as the Global Risk Identification 
Programme (GRIP) of UNDP and UNISDR, the Disaster Information 
Management System (DesInventar) of UNDP, the Global Risk Data Platform 
of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the Index for Risk 
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Management (INFORM), PreventionWeb, ReliefWeb, the South Asia 
Disaster Knowledge Network of the South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC), and the ECO Disaster Management-related portal, 
among others. The Centre will also collaborate with professional 
organizations, especially the Global Earthquake Model (GEM), in promoting 
earthquake risk assessment tools and techniques and organizing capacity 
development training activities related to seismic risk information 
management systems and services. 

44. The Commission in its resolution 72/7 of 19 May 2016 on regional 
cooperation to combat sand and dust storms in Asia and the Pacific requested 
the secretariat to promote regional and interregional networking on sand and 
dust storms, and work closely with UNEP, the World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO) and the secretariat of the United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification (UNCCD) in Those Countries Experiencing Serious 
Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa, in the process of 
preparing a global assessment on and dust storms.9 In this regard, the Centre 
will provide technical assistance and the necessary institutional support, and 
work with UNEP, WMO, UNCCD and related regional commissions to 
further cooperation at global and regional levels through information and 
knowledge-sharing, including that which is related to multi-scale geospatial 
information for risk assessment and monitoring and development of early 
warning systems to support resilient action to combat sand and dust storms. 
These aspects necessitate a better understanding of transboundary disaster risk. 

 2. Capacity development hub in disaster information management 

45. The capacity development strategy of the Centre entails adopting a 
multi-track approach, comprising the following subcomponents: 

(a) Specialized capacity development training at national and 
regional levels in order to address the operational needs and gaps in 
information management, organized regularly by the APDIM partnership 
network based on demand; 

(b) The Centre’s Primer Series of capacity development customized 
training modules on information management tools for (i) risk assessment – 
earthquake, flood, cyclone, drought, desertification, sand and dust storms; 
(ii) damage and loss assessment for post-disaster needs assessment (PDNA); 
(iii) recovery and reconstruction; and (iv) seismic microzonation and spatial 
land-use planning; 

(c) The Centre’s e-learning platform to provide online capacity 
development training modules for information management; 

(d) An e-collaborative hub for information and knowledge-sharing 
to capitalize on partnership networks at national, regional and global levels. 

Addressing capacity needs of high-risk low-capacity countries 

46. The Centre’s work programme on capacity-building may capitalize on 
the knowledge and training capacities of the members of the APDIM 
partnership group that have specialized competence in retrofitting technique 
and seismic risk assessment. Among those members are the Building and 

                                                           
9
 United Nations Environment Programme and World Meteorological, Establishing a 

WMO Sand and Dust Storm Warning Advisory and Assessment System Regional 

Node for West Asia: Current Capabilities and Needs (Geneva: World Meteorological 

Organization, 2013). 
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Housing Research Centre (BHRC), the National Cartographic Center of Iran 
(NCC) and the International Institute of Seismology and Earthquake 
Engineering (IISEE). 

47. In the specific context of determining disaster information management 
needs, ESCAP organized expert group meetings in Almaty, Kazakhstan 
(February 2014), New Delhi (April 2014) and Bangkok (October 2014) to 
assess the short, medium, and long-term needs of member States (table 2). 

Table 2 
Overview of member States’ capacity development needs 

Subregion Short term Medium term Long term 

Central Asia Capacity development 

training in seismic 

micro-zonation, 

building codes and 

disaster database 

organization. 

Capacity development 

activities in 

developing risk 

assessment tools and 

techniques. 

Collaboration and 

partnership in disaster 

information management. 

South and 

South-West Asia 
Training activities in 

seismic microzonation 

mapping, and rapid 

assembly and low-cost 

housing under the 

APDIMs capacity 

development hub. 

Capacity building on 

national spatial data 

infrastructure and risk 

information platforms 

and standardization of 

disaster-related data.  

Collaborative partnership 

with the Bay of Bengal 

Initiative for Multi-

sectoral Technical and 

Economic Cooperation 

(BIMSTEC), the 

Economic Cooperation 

Organization (ECO) and 

SAARC to build upon 

their work on disaster 

information management. 

South-East Asia 

and the Pacific 
Training on seismic 

risk reduction in other 

subregions of ESCAP, 

including the Pacific. 

Providing a platform 

for sharing knowledge, 

methodologies, tools 

and models, as well as 

good practices in 

disaster risk 

information systems. 

Long-term collaboration 

and partnership in disaster 

information management. 

 
 

48. The Centre, with the support of development partners, will provide 
capacity development and training on the Damage and Loss Assessment 
(DaLA) Methodology based on multi-sectoral data, with the objective to 
strengthen the capacity of countries in carrying out PDNAs for recovery and 
reconstruction to “build back better”. The post-disaster recovery process 
provides a window of opportunity for mainstreaming disaster risk reduction 
into sustainable development. The cost of building back better after disasters, 
based on global PDNA experiences, is summarized in box 1. 
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49. Demand for rapid assessment of post-disaster damage and losses, and 

evidence-based impact assessment and recovery monitoring tools reflects the 
need to strengthen the recovery financing process. In this regard, ESCAP and 
SAARC have developed a manual on rapid assessment for resilient recovery, 

which was pilot tested after the Nepal earthquakes in 2015. The manual 
includes a step-by-step guide on conducting rapid damage assessments in 

South Asian countries for specific sectors to finance the recovery and 
reconstruction process in a timely and more transparent manner. APDIM will 
utilize such manuals for capacity development in support of resilient 
recovery, following the build-back-better modality. 

Analytical and normative work 

50. The Centre will carry out analytical studies to capture disaster trends – 
including exposure and vulnerability issues – at the subregional level, with 
the objective to highlight specific issues of vulnerable subregions and provide 

actionable recommendations with a focus on disaster information management. 
The outcomes of the studies will be used for planning technical assistance 

and facilitating capacity-building services for effective disaster risk reduction 
and management. These analytical reports will complement the biennial 

ESCAP Asia-Pacific Disaster Report, and will contribute to the review of 
progress in implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
and the Sendai Framework, particularly the D3R-related components. 

51. The analytical work of the Centre on transboundary disaster risk 
assessment will contribute to intergovernmental discussions on related 

regional cooperation issues. To start with, the Centre will work closely with 
the Department of Environment of the Government of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran, UNEP and WMO in the context of the Sand and Dust Storm Warning 

Box 1 

The cost of building back after disasters 

The following markups for building back better are based on the past damage 

and loss assessments and, more recently, PDNAs. 

 

Where: Costs of building back better = replacement costs × building back better factor and 
building back better factor = costs of quality improvements + technological modernization 
+ relocation to safer areas (if needed) + disaster risk reduction standards + multiannual inflation 

* Factors for infrastructure sectors vary highly, depending on the choice of 

reconstruction. 

Source: World Bank and GFDRR, Building Resilience; Integrating Climate and 
Disaster Risk into Development (Washington, D.C: International Bank for Reconstruction 

and Development/The World Bank, 2013) 
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Advisory and Assessment System (SDS-WAS). In addition, APDIM will 
collaborate with the ESCAP Subregional Office for East and North East Asia 
and the North-East Asian Subregional Programme for Environmental 
Cooperation (NEASPEC) on issues related to sand and dust storms. 

 3. Regional information services for cross-border disasters 

52. The Asia-Pacific Disaster Report 2015 highlights the cross-border 
nature of disasters. The analytical work forming the basis of this was derived 
from small scale maps (1:1,000,000 and smaller) for risk visualization 
purposes. These efforts will be taken further through services provided by 
APDIM for creating actionable information for risk-sensitive development 
planning. The Centre will assess spatial and temporal components of 
transboundary risk in regional and national contexts. In the national context, 
it will provide specific information services in response to country requests. 
The potential of South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation for post-
disaster recovery is discussed in box 2. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

53. Information on disaster risk is available in the public domain, with a 
number of tools providing free-for-use data. The Centre will add value to this 
by contextualizing existing information using georeferencing data, linking 
this to social and economic parameters and other contextual information. 

54. Many cities in Asia and the Pacific face multi-hazard risks. To assist 
them, the Centre may provide georeferencing of cities and undertake high-
resolution mapping of exposure and vulnerability to multi-hazard risk. Risk 
assessments include seismic microzonation maps and spatial land-use maps. 
In addition, multi-tier mapping can be applied to enable customization of risk 
information according to scale (table 1). All-in all, these initiatives can 
provide important information for decision-support tools. 

Box 2 

The benefits Nepal has derived from lessons learned and technical expertise 

in its neighbourhood 

The Asia-Pacific region has acquired invaluable experience in building back 

better, which involves innovative tools to rebuild low-cost resilient housing, 

infrastructure and historical sites. South-South cooperation and triangular 

cooperation are strategies that reinforce the transfer of knowledge among 

countries. 

The Regional Earthquake Recovery Dialogue for Building Back Better, was 

held in Kathmandu on 1 and 2 October 2015. Experts from India, the Islamic 

Republic of Iran and Pakistan participated in the dialogue. The lessons learned 

and technical support noted at the event provided an opportunity for policymakers 

in Nepal to build their capacity in developing the national recovery and 

reconstruction strategy. APDIM will continue to work with the Nepal on its 

strategy, and help to strengthen the country’s capacity to ensure resilient and 

sustainable recovery and reconstruction. 

The specific outcomes of the dialogue include: 

� APDIM and experts from the Islamic Republic of Iran will support the 

development of a detailed risk profile study of Nepal. 

� APDIM will be ready to provide technical assistance in retrofitting of 

cultural monuments and heritage, drawing from the experience of Bam 

city, in the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

Source: Report of the Regional Earthquake Recovery Dialogue for Building 

Back Better, Kathmandu, 1-2 October 2015. Available from 

www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Report-

Regional%20Earthquake%20Recovery%20Dialogue.pdf. 
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55. In line with the shared vulnerabilities and risk in Asia and the Pacific, 

a key focus of regional economic cooperation and integration (RECI) is to 
strengthen regional cooperation by scaling up ESCAP initiatives on cyclones, 
floods, drought and earthquakes.10 In this regard, a key priority of the work of 
ESCAP is to address transboundary hazards through facilitating strategic 
partnerships and sharing of expertise, infrastructure and resources for a multi-

hazard early warning system – initiatives that APDIM will advance by 
building related regional capacities and systems. 

56. Sand and dust storms are a particular transboundary hazard, covering 
certain belts of the Asia-Pacific region (figure 7). The Centre can serve as a 
repository for a geospatial database on sand and dust storms in the ESCAP 

subregions, and work closely with UNCCD, UNEP and WMO on related 
monitoring, assessment and evaluation; including the Global Assessment of 

Sand and Dust Storms initiative. Towards this, the Centre will downscale 
global mapping and monitoring to regional and subregional levels. Through 
these endeavours, it will facilitate intergovernmental dialogue and 
consultations aimed at deepening regional cooperation. 

 C. Partnership strategy 

57. The Centre will nurture a broad range of partnerships at the regional, 

subregional and national levels for scaling up innovation and good practices 
in disaster information management. Strategic partnerships will be built with 
relevant United Nations entities to enhance coherence across the United 

Nations system and with regional and subregional organizations, civil 
society, and the private sector to support the above initiatives (figure 6). 

Figure 6 

The Asian and Pacific Centre for the Development of Disaster 

Information Management partnership strategy 

 

Notes: ADPD, Asia Disaster Preparedness Center; ADRC, Asian Disaster 

Reduction Center; ASEAN, Association of Southeast Asian Nations; CESDRR, 

Central Asia Centre for Emergency Situations and Disaster Risk Reduction; 

SAARC/SDMC, SAARC Disaster Management Centre; SPC, Pacific Community; 

RIMES, Regional Integrated Multi-Hazard Early Warning System for Africa and 

Asia; SPECA, Special Programme for the Economies of Central Asia; SPREP, 

Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme; UNOCHA, United 

Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. 

                                                           
10
 See E/ESCAP/72/5. 
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58. The Centre will capitalize on institutional capacities of the APDIM 
partnership group, and draw on the expertise, facilities and resources for 
capacity-building offered by the centres of excellence in the Islamic Republic 
of Iran; such as BHRC, NCC, the Department of Environment, IIEES, Tehran 
University, and coordinate with universities and other institutions in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran that possess capacity in disaster risk management. 

59. The activities of the Centre will draw on the multi-sectoral and 
multidisciplinary strengths of ESCAP to provide comprehensive options in 
information management in various sectors and involve relevant substantive 
divisions of the secretariat, as described in paragraphs 33 and 34. 

60. The Centre will collaborate with the subregional offices of ESCAP in 
South and South-West Asia, North and Central Asia, North and East Asia, 
and the Pacific to organize regional and subregional workshops. It will also 
work with the United Nations Country Team in the Islamic Republic of Iran 
to provide options for operationalizing the Centre’s activities in the inception 
phase, and to tap resources and capacities in disaster risk reduction and 
resilience-building within the country. 

61. The Centre will benefit the United Nations Special Programme for the 
Economies of Central Asia (SPECA), particularly by contributing relevant 
information to the Thematic Working Group on Knowledge-based Development. 

62. Collaboration with respective regional organizations, such as the 
Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) in North and Central Asia, the 
SAARC Disaster Management Centre (SDMC) and the Bay of Bengal 
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation 
(BIMSTEC) in South and South-West Asia, the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) in South-East Asia through the ASEAN-UN Joint 
Strategic Plan of Action on Disaster Management, the Pacific Community 
(SPC) and the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme 
(SPREP) in the Pacific will be strengthened to support the capacity 
development process. 

63. The Asian and Pacific Centre for the Development of Disaster 
Information will set up partnerships with networks and centres of excellence 
in education and training, such as the Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre 
(ADPC), the Asian Disaster Reduction Centre (ADRC), the Central Asia 
Centre for Emergency Situations and Disaster Risk Reduction (CESDRR), 
and the Regional Integrated Multi-Hazard Early Warning System for Africa 
and Asia (RIMES). These partners may contribute resources for training and 
education. 

64. The partnerships comprised of ESCAP, UNISDR, UNDP, and the 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(UNOCHA) – established through the Thematic Working Group on Disaster 
Risk Reduction and Resilience (TWG-D3R) of the Asia-Pacific Regional 
Coordination Mechanism – will be mobilized. Through the ESCAP 
secretariat, APDIM will coordinate with UNDP and UNISDR to share 
expertise and practices on disaster loss databases and resilient recovery, and 
work with UNOCHA on gaining effective information and preparedness for 
response, including the Global Focus Model and INFORM. In addition, 
partnerships will be sought with UNEP, WMO and UNCCD to promote 
networking and a regional mechanism to address sand and dust storms 
involving affected member States in the region. 
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65. The overall strategic plan and programme direction of APDIM is 

shown in figure 7. 

Figure 7 

Strategic plan and programme direction of the Asian and Pacific Centre 

for the Development of Disaster Information Management  

 

 

 VI. Administrative and financial matters 

66. The Centre shall have a Governing Council, a Director and staff. The 
Centre is located in Tehran, the Islamic Republic of Iran. The ESCAP 

secretariat shall keep separate accounts for the Centre. 

67. The statute of the Centre serves as the basis for its operations. In 

accordance with paragraph 26 of the statute of APDIM, the activities of the 
Centre shall be in line with relevant policy decisions adopted by the General 
Assembly, the Economic and Social Council, and the Commission. The 

Centre shall be subject to the financial and staff regulations and rules of the 
United Nations and the applicable administrative instructions. 

68. The following organizational structure of the Centre is proposed to be 
developed in the medium-term to facilitate its development as an information 
and knowledge hub for disaster information, and as a leading establishment 

for capacity development in disaster information management. 
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69. In accordance with resolution 71/11, the Centre is established as a 
regional institution of the Commission, and will be funded through voluntary 
contributions from the host Government, including up to a limit of 
$50 million during its first five years of operation. 

70. The budget for implementing the workplan for the initial two-year 
period 2016-2017 is estimated at $3 million, including for staff and other 
personnel costs. The proposed implementation plan is initially from January 
2016 to December 2017. 

 VII. Matters calling for the attention of the Governing Council 

71. The Governing Council may wish to review and approve the draft 
strategic plan for the Centre. The Council may wish to provide guidance on 
priority activities for building resilience to disasters and enhancing regional 
cooperation in disaster information management that could be undertaken 
within the scope and mandate given to APDIM, taking into account the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 
achievement of the relevant Sustainable Development Goals, and the Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. 

72. Members of the Governing Council may wish to share information on 
recent progress in their policy development and implementation, together 
with their achievements, challenges and lessons learned in promoting disaster 
risk reduction, in particular disaster information management, for inclusive 
and sustainable development. 
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Annex I 

Resolution 71/11 of the establishment of the Asian and Pacific 

centre for the development of disaster information management 

 

71/11. Establishment of the Asian and Pacific centre for the development 

of disaster information management 

The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, 

Recalling its resolution 67/4 of 25 May 2011 and its decision therein 
to initiate the process for the establishment of the Asian and Pacific centre for 

the development of disaster information management (hereinafter, the 
“centre”) in the Islamic Republic of Iran, and in which it invited all members 

and associate members to participate actively in the process of developing the 
programmes of the centre and to support the centre’s activities and requested 
the Executive Secretary to support the process for the establishment of the 

centre and to include in the secretariat’s evaluation plan an evaluation of the 
activities, the need for, and benefit of, establishing the centre as a subsidiary 
body of the Commission, for the development of disaster information 
management, 

Recalling also its resolutions 69/12 of 1 May 2013 on enhancing 

regional cooperation for building resilience to disasters in Asia and the 
Pacific; 70/2 of 23 May 2014 on disaster-related statistics in Asia and the 

Pacific; and 70/13 of 8 August 2014 on regional cooperation for building 
resilience to disasters in Asia and the Pacific, 

Remembering the outcome document of the United Nations Conference 
on Sustainable Development, entitled “The future we want”,a in particular the 
outcomes related to disaster risk reduction and the role of the regional 

commissions in supporting member States and the development agenda, 

Reaffirming the Yogyakarta Declaration on Disaster Risk Reduction 

in Asia and the Pacific 2012 adopted at the Fifth Asian Ministerial 
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia, from 
22 to 25 October 2012, which called on disaster risk reduction stakeholders, 
among other things, to enhance and support regional cooperation mechanisms 
and centres on disaster information management, 

                                                           
a
 General Assembly resolution 66/288, annex. 
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Reiterating the importance of the Sixth Asian Ministerial Conference 
on Disaster Risk Reduction, held in Bangkok from 23 to 26 June 2014, and 
reaffirming the Bangkok Declaration on Disaster Risk Reduction in Asia and 
the Pacific 2014, which called on Governments and other stakeholders, 
including the United Nations system, to support the implementation of the 
post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction, in particular the Asia-Pacific 
regional post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction implementation plan 
and the priority actions stated in the Bangkok Declaration, 

Bearing in mind the outcome document of the Third United Nations 
World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, held in Sendai, Japan, from 
14 to 18 March 2015, and adoption of the Sendai Framework for Disaster 
Risk Reduction 2015-2030, in particular its seventh global target, which 
states “substantially increase the availability of and access to multi-hazard 
early warning systems and disaster risk information and assessments to the 
people by 2030”, 

Recognizing the important contribution of disaster information 
management in disaster risk reduction and building resilience to disasters, as 
well as to inclusive and sustainable development in Asia and the Pacific, 

Emphasizing the significance of giving disaster risk reduction due 
consideration in the post-2015 development agenda, expected to be adopted 
at the United Nations Summit in September 2015, 

Recognizing the demand for disaster information services in the Asia 
Pacific region, as well as the request for promotion of regional cooperation 
mechanisms and knowledge-sharing arrangements to improve different 
aspects of disaster risk management, such as multi-hazard assessment, 
disaster preparedness, and early warnings and responses to disasters, 

Recognizing also the importance of institutional and technical 
capacity development in disaster information management in the countries 
and organizations of the region and in achieving the objectives and expected 
results of disaster risk reduction and management more effectively, 

Expressing appreciation to the Government of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran for its generous offer to host the centre and to bear its institutional, 
programmatic and operational costs for five years, up to 50 million United 
States dollars, 

Recognizing that the main objective of the centre would be to reduce 
the risks, losses and damages resulting from natural hazards by developing 
the capacities and capabilities of the countries and organizations of the region 
and strengthening regional cooperation on information sharing and 
management of disaster risk reduction, and that the centre would commence 
its functions and programmes with a focus on the more vulnerable subregions 
of Asia and the Pacific, 

Taking note of the reportb on the evaluation pursuant to resolution 67/4 
on the establishment of the centre and the evaluationc undertaken by an 
independent evaluation team, which concluded that there was a need to 
establish a regional centre to support vulnerable member States in bridging 
their disaster information management gaps and which recognized the 

                                                           
b See E/ESCAP/71/34. 
c
 See E/ESCAP/71/INF/6. 
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significant steps made by the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in 
laying the foundations for the centre’s operations, 

1. Endorses the recommendations contained in the above-
mentioned evaluation; 

2. Decides to establish the centre as a regional institution of the 
Commission, which will contribute to the ESCAP programme of work in the 
area of information and communications technology and disaster risk 
reduction, while being funded through voluntary contributions from the host 
government, including up to a limit of 50 million United States dollars during 
its first five years of operations; 

3. Adopts the statute of the centre, the text of which is annexed to 
the present resolution, as the basis for its operations; 

4. Encourages the United Nations and other international 
organizations and agencies, as well as non-governmental organizations in the 
relevant fields, to provide support to the centre and cooperate in achieving its 
objectives and the implementation of its work programme; 

5. Requests the Executive Secretary: 

(a) To take all the necessary measures to ensure that the centre is 
established promptly, including the conclusion of a headquarters agreement 
between the host country and the United Nations; 

(b) To report on the progress made in implementation of this 
resolution to the seventy-second session of the Commission; 

6. Decides to assess the performance of the centre, on the basis of 
the findings of an independent, comprehensive review at its seventy-sixth 
session, and to determine continuation of operations of the centre as a 
regional institution of the Commission thereafter. 

Fifth plenary meeting 

29 May 2015 
  

3 
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Annex 

Statute of the Asian and Pacific Centre for the Development of Disaster 

Information Management 

Establishment 

1. The Asian and Pacific Centre for the Development of Disaster 
Information Management (hereinafter referred to as “the Centre”), 
established in XXX, and accorded the legal status of a subsidiary body of the 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (hereinafter 
referred to as “the Commission”) pursuant to Commission resolutions XXX, 
shall continue in existence under the same title and under the terms of the 
present statute. 

2. Participation in capacity development activities of the Centre is open 
to all members and associate members of the Commission. 

3. The Centre has the status of a subsidiary body of the Commission. 

Objectives 

4. To reduce human losses and material damages and the negative 
impact of natural hazards through enhancement of disaster information 
management in the Asian and Pacific region. 

5. To strengthen the capabilities and capacities of countries and regional 
organizations in the fields of disaster information management and disaster 
risk reduction and implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction 2015-2030 and the evolving post-2015 development agenda. 

6. To contribute to the enhancement of regional cooperation and 
coordination among countries and organizations in the region in the field of 
disaster information management aiming at socioeconomic development of 
nations and achieving internationally agreed development goals, particularly 
those related to the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 
2015-2030 and the evolving post-2015 development agenda. 

Functions 

7. To provide disaster information management services to member 
States and national and regional institutions in the fields of disaster 
prevention and risk reduction, preparedness, response and recovery with a 
focus on disaster monitoring and early warning. 

8. To provide technical and advisory support and services on disaster 
information policies, strategies and systems to member States and 
organizations in the region. 

9. To facilitate access to regional and global disaster information and 
data sources through the creation of appropriate standards, frameworks and 
mechanisms and development of regional programmes, such as the 
establishment of a regional disaster database. 

10. To develop the capacities of developing countries and regional 
organizations to transform the regional and global disaster data and 
information to applicable outcomes and products at the national and local 
levels by strengthening and mobilizing the required resources and benefiting 
from all available possibilities and initiatives, such as public-private partnerships. 
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11. To create and promote complementary cooperation among 
subregional disaster management centres and mechanisms in the Asia-Pacific 
region to exchange disaster data, information and knowledge by filling the 
existing gaps and by creating appropriate regional cooperation frameworks 
and protocols, such as the establishment of a regional disaster information 
management network with a focus on multi-hazard disaster monitoring and 
early warning. 

12. To develop disaster information management tools and mechanisms, 
such as publications and virtual networks. 

13. To act as a regional platform for disaster information for exchange of 
expertise, experiences and knowledge and to provide technical services and 
support to member States and disaster management institutions in the various 
fields of disaster management and risk reduction by benefiting from other 
available programmes and initiatives, such as North-South and South-South 
cooperation, and other regional organizations and Commission institutions. 

14. To facilitate or conduct surveys and research and to provide 
specialized training services on new tools, techniques and standards to 
improve disaster information management and to fill the existing gaps in 
disaster information supply chains at the national and regional levels. 

15. To facilitate or conduct specialized surveys on the assessment of 
needs and capacities, challenges and opportunities in the area of disaster 
information management to support disaster management policymakers and 
managers at the national and regional levels when and where required. 

16. To facilitate or conduct specialized studies and provide scientific and 
applied services in the development of disaster risk reduction measures and 
programmes and implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction 2015-2030 and the evolving post-2015 development agenda. 

Products and services 

17. Capacity development in disaster information management: training 
and technical support. 

18. Information support and analytical works on hazard, vulnerability, 
exposure and risk assessment at the regional/subregional levels. 

19. Communications and publications: 

• Development of and support to regional and subregional disaster 
information networks 

• Supporting local and national capacity development initiatives 
and programmes in disaster information management 

• Providing information services for disaster risk management 
priorities 

Scope 

20. The Centre is to commence its activities with a focus on the more 
vulnerable subregions of Asia and the Pacific, including South-East Asia, 
South and South-West Asia as well as North and Central Asia, in the first 
phase of its operations due to the priority of these subregions in disaster risk 
reduction and management cooperation, and may eventually cover all the 
Asian and Pacific region. 
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21. The Centre is to apply a multi-hazard approach in its planning and 
activities with a focus on earthquake, tsunamis, floods, cyclones/typhoons 
and drought as the main hazards of the region. 

22. The Centre is to include all phases and sectors of disaster management 
and risk reduction before, during and after the occurrence of disasters. 

23. The focus of the programmes and activities of the proposed Centre is: 

(a) To provide capacity development in the area of disaster 
information management; 

(b) To provide technical assistance and supplementary information 
services during major disasters that require regional and international 
assistance through promotion of complementary cooperation with other 
relevant organizations and institutions. 

Status and organization 

24. The Centre shall have a Governing Council (hereinafter referred to as 
“the Council”), a Director and staff. The Commission shall keep separate 
accounts for the Centre. 

25. The Centre is located in Tehran, the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

26. The activities of the Centre shall be in line with relevant policy 
decisions adopted by the General Assembly, the Economic and Social 
Council and the Commission. The Centre shall be subject to the financial and 
staff regulations and rules of the United Nations and the applicable 
administrative instructions. 

Governing Council 

27. The Centre shall have a Governing Council consisting of a 
representative designated by the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
and eight representatives nominated by other members and associate 
members of the Commission. The members and associate members to be 
elected by the Commission shall be elected for a period of three years, but 
shall be eligible for re-election. The Executive Secretary of the Commission 
or his/her representative shall attend meetings of the Council. 

28. The Director of the Centre shall serve as Secretary of the Council. 

29. Representatives of: (a) States that are not members of the Council; 
(b) United Nations bodies and specialized and related agencies; and (c) such 
other organizations as the Council may deem appropriate, as well as experts 
in fields of interest to the Council, may be invited by the Executive Secretary 
to attend meetings of the Council. 

30. The Council shall meet at least once a year and shall adopt its own 
rules of procedure. Sessions of the Council shall be convened by the 
Executive Secretary of the Commission, who may propose special sessions of 
the Council at his/her own initiative and shall convene special sessions at the 
request of a majority of the Council members. 

31. A quorum for meetings of the Council shall be a majority of its 
members. 
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32. The nine representatives constituting the Council, under paragraph 27 
of the present statute, shall have one vote each. Decisions and 
recommendations of the Council shall be made by consensus or, when this is 
not possible, by a majority of the members present and voting. 

33. The Council shall, at each regular session, elect a Chairperson and 
Vice-Chairperson, who shall hold office until the next regular session of the 
Council. The Chairperson or, in his/her absence, the Vice-Chairperson shall 
preside at meetings of the Council. If the Chairperson is unable to serve for 
the full term for which he/she has been elected, the Vice-Chairperson shall 
act as Chairperson for the remainder of that term. 

34. The Council shall review the administrative and financial status of the 
Centre and the implementation of its programme of work. The Executive 
Secretary of the Commission shall submit an annual report, as adopted by the 
Council, to the Commission at its annual sessions. 

35. The Council shall review and endorse annual and long-term 
workplans consistent with the programme of work. 

Director and staff 

36. The Centre shall have a Director and staff, who shall be Commission 
staff members appointed under the appropriate United Nations regulations, 
rules and administrative instructions. The Council shall be invited to 
nominate candidates for the position of Director, once the vacancy is 
announced, and provide advice, as appropriate. Other members and associate 
members of the Commission may also submit nominations for the post. All 
appointments shall be for a fixed duration and shall be limited to service with 
the Centre. 

37. The Director shall be responsible to the Executive Secretary of the 
Commission for the administration of the Centre, the preparation of annual 
and long-term workplans and the implementation of the programme of work. 

Resources of the Centre 

38. All members and associate members of the Commission should be 
encouraged to make a regular annual contribution to the operations of the 
Centre. The United Nations shall administer a joint contribution trust fund for 
the Centre, in which these contributions shall be deposited and utilized solely 
for the activities of the Centre, subject to paragraph 40 of the present statute. 

39. United Nations bodies and specialized agencies and other entities 
should also be encouraged to make voluntary contributions to the operations 
of the Centre. The United Nations shall maintain separate trust funds for 
voluntary contributions for technical cooperation projects or other 
extraordinary voluntary contributions for activities of the Centre. 

40. The financial resources of the Centre shall be administered in 
accordance with the Financial Regulations and Rules of the United Nations. 

Amendments 

41. Amendments to the present statute shall be adopted by means of a 
resolution of the Commission. 
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Matters not covered by the present statute 

42. In the event of any procedural matter arising that is not covered by the 
present statute or rules of procedure adopted by the Governing Council under 
paragraph 30 of this statute, the pertinent part of the rules of procedure of the 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific shall apply. 

Entry into force 

43. The present statute shall enter into force on the date of its adoption by 
the Commission. 
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Annex II 

Prominence of disaster risk reduction and resilience in the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

The Sustainable Development Goals, 2015-2030 

Goal 1: No poverty: Build the resilience of the poor and those in 
vulnerable situations and reduce their exposure and vulnerability 
to […] disasters. 

Goal 2: Zero hunger: Ensure sustainable food production systems and 
implement resilient agricultural practices […] that strengthen 
capacity for adaptation to climate change, extreme weather, 
drought, flooding and other disasters. 

Goal 11: Sustainable cities and communities: Make cities and human 
settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. Reduce the 
number of deaths and people affected and decrease economic 
losses caused by disasters. 

Goal 13: Climate-related hazards: Strengthen resilience and adaptive 
capacity to climate-related hazards and natural disasters. 

Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, 2015-2030 

Goal: “Prevent new and reduce existing disaster risk through the 
implementation of integrated and inclusive… measures that 
prevent and reduce hazard exposure and vulnerability to disaster, 
increase preparedness for response and recovery, and thus 
strengthen resilience” through: 

• Priority 1: Understanding disaster risk. 

• Priority 2: Strengthening disaster risk governance to manage 
disaster risk. 

• Priority 3: Investing in disaster risk reduction for resilience. 

• Priority 4: Enhancing disaster preparedness for effective 
response and to ‘Build Back Better’ in recovery, 
rehabilitation and reconstruction. 

_______________ 


