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Annotated provisional agenda 

The present document contains the provisional agenda for the 8th 
meeting of the Working Group on the Asian Highway (section I) and the 
annotations to the provisional agenda (section II). 

 I. Provisional agenda 

1. Election of officers. 

2. Adoption of the agenda. 

3. Status of the Intergovernmental Agreement on the Asian Highway 
Network. 

4. Matters arising from the 7th meeting of the Working Group on the 
Asian Highway.  

5. Policies and issues related to the operationalization of the Asian 
Highway network. 

6. Consideration of proposals for amending the Intergovernmental 
Agreement on the Asian Highway Network. 

7. Other matters. 

8. Adoption of the report of the Working Group on its 8th meeting. 

 II. Annotations 

 1. Election of officers 

In accordance with rules of procedure of the Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), the Working Group will elect 
a chair and two vice-chairs, who shall hold office until their successors are 
elected. 
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 2. Adoption of the agenda 

Documentation 

Annotated provisional agenda (ESCAP/AHWG/2019/L.1) 

Annotation 

In accordance with the rules of procedure of ESCAP, the Working 
Group will be invited by the Chair to consider and adopt the provisional 
agenda, as contained in part I of document ESCAP/AHWG/2019/L.1, subject 
to such changes as may be necessary.1 

 3. Status of the Intergovernmental Agreement on the Asian Highway 
Network 

Documentation 

Status of the Intergovernmental Agreement on the Asian Highway Network 
(ESCAP/AHWG/2019/1) 

Annotation 

At its 7th meeting, the Working Group considered and adopted 
amendment proposals to the main body and annexes of the Intergovernmental 
Agreement on the Asian Highway Network (see E/ESCAP/AHWG(7)/5). The 
Working Group will be informed about depositary notifications issued after its 
last meeting; the entry into force of amendments to annexes I and II since its 
previous meeting; the number of acceptances received by the depositary 
toward the entry into force of the new annex II bis entitled “Asian Highway 
Design Standards for Road Safety”, which was adopted at the Working 
Group’s 7th meeting; and about changes in the number of parties, if any. 

Under this agenda item, the parties to the Agreement may wish to 
inform the Working Group about the status of progress towards depositing an 
instrument of acceptance of the amendments introducing the new annex II bis, 
adopted at its 7th meeting. Member States that have not yet become parties to 
the Agreement may also wish to update the Working Group on their progress 
towards ratification, acceptance, accession or approval. 

 4. Matters arising from the 7th meeting of the Working Group on the Asian 
Highway 

Documentation 

Report of the Working Group on the Asian Highway on its 7th meeting 
(E/ESCAP/AHWG(7)/5) 

Annotation 

At its 7th meeting, the Working Group requested the secretariat to 
undertake a study on a co-deployment of fibre-optic infrastructure along road 
and rail networks and to organize a joint meeting of the Working Groups on 

                                                 
1 The tentative programme, list of participants and documents of the meeting will be 

available online at www.unescap.org/events/eighth-meeting-working-group-asian-
highway-network. 
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the Asian Highway, the Trans-Asian Railway Network and the Asia-Pacific 
Information Superhighway Steering Group (see E/ESCAP/AHWG(7)/5). 

Against this background and under this agenda item, the Working 
Group will be informed about the activities of the secretariat in response to 
these requests, namely the workshop on cross-border co-deployment of fibre-
optic infrastructure along road and rail networks, which was held in Bangkok 
on 22 November 2018, and the findings of the related study, available at 
www.unescap.org/events/workshop-cross-border-co-deployment-fibre-optic-
infrastructure-along-road-and-rail-networks. 

 5. Policies and issues related to the operationalization of the Asian Highway 
network 

Documentation 

Policies and issues related to the operationalization of the Asian Highway 
network (ESCAP/AHWG/2019/2) 

Annotation 

The Working Group will be informed of activities and developments 
relating to the operationalization of the Asian Highway, including such issues 
as the status of the implementation of the Intergovernmental Agreement on 
International Road Transport along the Asian Highway Network, concluded by 
the Governments of China, Mongolia and the Russian Federation; the status of 
infrastructure connectivity and operationalization of the Eurasian Transport 
Corridors; the application of technologies aimed at facilitating the management 
and coordination of traffic flows along the Asian Highway network; and road 
safety; as well as transport facilitation initiatives along the Asian Highway 
network. 

Parties to the Agreement may wish to inform the Working Group about 
national, bilateral or subregional plans, activities and developments relevant to 
the continued development and operationalization of the Asian Highway 
network. 

Based on these discussions, the Working Group may wish to provide 
additional perspectives and challenges with regard to operationalizing the 
Asian Highway network as well as guidance to the secretariat on its future 
activities to support the efforts to implement the Agreement and further 
develop the Asian Highway network. 

 6. Consideration of proposals for amending the Intergovernmental 
Agreement on the Asian Highway Network 

Documentation 

Proposals for amending the Intergovernmental Agreement on the Asian 
Highway Network (ESCAP/AHWG/2019/3) 

Annotation 

On 15 March 2019, a note verbale was sent to the parties to the 
Intergovernmental Agreement on the Asian Highway Network in which they 
were invited to submit to the secretariat proposals for amending the 
Agreement. In accordance with articles 8 (3), 9 (3) and 10 (3) of the 
Agreement, the secretariat circulated the proposals to be considered at the 8th 
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meeting of the Working Group 45 days before the opening of the meeting. 
Against this background, the Working Group will be invited to consider the 
amendment proposals as contained in document ESCAP/AHWG/2019/3. 

 7. Other matters 

The Working Group may wish to consider other matters brought to its 
attention. 

 8. Adoption of the report of the Working Group on its 8th meeting 

Documentation 

Draft report (ESCAP/AHWG/2019/L.2) 

Annotation 

The Working Group will consider and adopt the report of its 8th 
meeting. 

_________________ 


