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• Changing environment, new demands on NSSs to deliver, 
example SDGs. 

• NSSs need to:  
 consistently learn and evolve, and deliver high quality 

and timely statistical products. 
 assimilate new knowledge, adopt technology  and 

innovation– to be relevant in a changing environment. 
• Collaboration among countries can add value to the 

national efforts. 
• Asia and Pacific Region – a heterogeneous mix. 
• Diversity offers opportunities for collaborative learning.  
• Collaborative learning can be a tool in meeting the priorities 

and challenges of the transformation agenda. 
 

 

 

Context 



8/30/2016 

2 

• Similar mandates of NSSs bring great possibilities of collaborations. 
• Official Statistics are governed by common frameworks/standards. 
• This helps learning guided by a common technical framework. 
• Approaches to resolving specific technical issues faced by different 

NSOs provide opportunities: 
 to share knowledge and experience,  
 to compensate for lack of learning opportunities within the 

country, 
 for improved understanding of specific but common problems, 
 for concrete improvements in statistical products, 
 to foster networking across national experts, and 
 to contribute to improved capacities. 

• Regional projects implemented by ADB offer opportunities for 
collaborations. 

 

 

Why Collaborative Learning is suitable for official 
statistics? 

• Aimed to assist economies in implementing the 
1993 System of National Accounts (SNA) through 
the compilation of supply and use tables (SUTs).  

• SUTs provide the framework for estimating gross 
domestic product (GDP) consistently from 
production and expenditure sides.  

• Eighteen ADB developing member economies 
participated in the RETA. 

• Implemented between 2009 and 2012. 
• A followup SUT RETA is currently under progress. 

 

 

 

RETA 6483: Supply and Use Tables for Selected 
Economies in Asia and the Pacific 
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• Identify common problem (SUT in this case) and commit 
country participation. 

• Ensure suitable participation: national accounts experts.  
• Phased approach to implement project.  
• Six regional workshops, each building from previous one. 
• Emphasis on ‘learning by doing’ and sharing. 
• Inception workshop emphasis is on:  

 common understanding of the problem,  
 guiding international standards  (SNA), 
 reviewing the availability of data in the economies for 

compilation of SUTs, 
 agree on a time-table, deliverables and a phased 

approach to implement. 

 

 

How do we implement this? 
 

• Subsequent phases – take up specific components of 
SUTs.  

• Share country experience/ approaches to resolve 
problems. 

• Identify gaps and resolve problems at each stage. 
• Learn from each other - good, better or best practices. 
• Develop common tools and applications. 
• Discuss individual problems, challenges, identify specific 

solutions, to bring improvements to the current 
situation.  

 

 

 
How do we implement this (2)? 

 



8/30/2016 

4 

• Collective efforts of everyone, helped achieve compilation of SUTs 
by 18 economies (most of them for the first time) 

• Regional workshops were venue for national accounts experts:  
 to learn from the more statistically advanced economies,  
 establish communication channels with other economies, 
 establishing discussion groups with their counterparts, for 

resolving outstanding issues. 
• Provided a venue that encouraged active participation and where 

each economy had an equal voice. 
• Several alternatives like the use of auxiliary and unconventional 

data sources, such as coefficients borrowed from other countries 
explored as stopgap measures.  

• Some perennial issues, such as financial and human sources 
remain but regional approach eases some of these challenges. 

• Collaborative learning on common issues can add value to the national 
efforts. 

 

 

 

Lessons Learned 

Bhutan 
The compilation of the SUT 2007 was a challenging task undertaken in Bhutan. With constant 
guidance and feedback by ADB, SUT 2007 compilation was a good learning experience. More 
importantly, understanding and learning from the experiences of other economies in compiling 
SUTs was of immense help.  
  
Maldives 
The Statistics Division of the Department of National Planning was exposed to SUT compilation 
through the SUTs 1997 and 2003, which were done by consultants. Compilation of SUT 2007 
under RETA 6483 was a new experience for the staff because, unlike the previous SUTs which 
had extensive involvement of foreign consultants, the SUT under RETA 6483 was compiled by 
the national accounts unit.  
  
Nepal 
ADB also provided a platform for interacting with other countries. Having learned from RETA 
6483, the CBS established a mechanism to move toward compliance with the 1993 SNA.  
  

Excerpts from Country SUT Reports 



8/30/2016 

5 

India 
There were many challenges encountered in the construction of the SUT 
FY2006. To begin with, the exercise was the first attempt by CSO to compile 
SUT. Therefore, the guidance, training, and capacity building provided by 
the ADB on the construction of the SUT were immensely helpful.  
 
Thailand 
The workshop sessions held by the project facilitated better understanding 
of the SUT compilation procedures and SNA concepts, as well as in 
resolving issues faced in the compilation. In addition, the project provided 
an opportunity to share experiences on GDP compilation with other 
participating economies. 

 

 

TA Activities 

THANK YOU! 


